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Introduction

nie surefire way to put smiles on children’s faces
O i g give them amusing toys with moving

parts, Early American woymakers realized rhas
and went to grear lengths to provide plenty of eye-
catching antics with animarion.

Fasly toys were ¢rude and scarce because the
colonises’ lives consisted of long hours of labar with lit-
tle time or money for amusement for themselves or
their childeen. The Indusrrial Revolution, however,
brought increased prospenity and leisure time to Amen-
cans, and woymaking developed. By the second half of
the nineteenth century, hinges, cranks, and mechanical
devices became common fearures on wooden folk roys,
Soom, ingemious toy manwtacturers built on rhese ideas
as well as on weehnigues tor clockworks passed down
from their European fathers, and a multimillion-dollar
indusery was at hand.

The wortd has changed since that time. Plassic
and video dominare the marker. Bur these clever tovs
still offer timeless appeal for home craftsmen and their
children. This hook offers a collection of parerns for
anirnared classics thar were popular dunme the late-
nineteenth and ra.rl'ratwenlirth centuries as well as

some of my own designs. You'll find a woman with a
moving staff herding a flock of waddling peese, birds
with nodding heads and flapping wings, animals thar
scurtle across the floor, and a beetle with feelers thar
swing from side 10 side. The toys ore operated with pull
cords, cranks, harkd motons, or simple gravity.

PLANNING THE PROJECT
All of the pmi»i-u:ts in this book contain fullsize
parterns. My favorite method for rransferring the shape
of each part onte the wood is to use cardboard patterns
thar can be moved around for best position and then
traced. Start by photocopying the patterns from the
book. Then glue the copies onio a thin sheet {about
Yesrinch thick) of poster board. It can be easily cut with
scissors, but it's| stiff enough to trace. | buy the
12 k- 38 imch sese for less than $1 ar ars-and -crafts or
sfarionany stones,

1F you are a noviee scroll sawer and need more in-
formation on techniques, consult John Nelson's Patemns
and Propects for the Scroll Saw, published by Seckpole
Books.




MATERIALS

Mast of the tovs in this book require abour one square
fr of wiood, 5o cost is nor a significant part of the pro-
ject. Pick a wood that is strong, resists splintering, and
finishes well. Hard maple has these qualities in addivion
tor i very tight grain, which makes ie easy ro ger a glass-
smoath finish with paint or varmish. You'll find thar
cutring and sanding hard maple is slow going, bur the
improved appearance and life of the toy make it worth
the extra effort,

ASSEMBLY AND FINISHING
Before assembly, make sure thar the parts have been
smoothly sanded and thar all comers and edges have
been rounded to at least a Yaz-inch madivs to prevenr
splintering. Then temporatily assemble the rov withour
glue 1o make sure thar there i a loose fit berween the
moving parts. When you're sarisfied with the fit, disas-
semble the toy and apply the finish ro each part excepr
for ghued surfaces, pivet joints, and wheel axles,

There are many alrernatives for finishing your toys,
but whatever you choose, it must be nontoxic. For

painted surfaces, | prefer an ail-hase primer and ropeoat
for durability and a sprayed-on lacquer finish for the
Clear parts.

The last step is o apply the facial, bady, and orma-
mental details. There are rwo ways 1o do this type of
decorating: hand painting and sign film. For hand
painting, make a fullsize photocopy of the decoration,
rransfer it aneo the project with carbon paper, and then
paint in the detsils. The sign film rechnique is an
excellent aleermarive for those who don't wane o ar-
tempt hand painting. Sign film is made in dozens of
colors and is sold by the foor ar are supply stores. The
film is about as thick as a human hair, so that when ap-
plied i's difficult o rell the difference from paim. To
begin, mransfer the decoration on o the sign film using
a photocopy and carkon paper. Cur cut the detail with
a seissars or craft knife. Peel off the paper backing and
apply it to the project. If it doesn’t look right, remove it
and try again.

To ensuire thar the oy rens smoothly, b some
candle wax on the wearing surfaces of the axles, pivots,
and rubbing parts for lubrication. To finish, asemble
the toy with a qualiry vellow glue or epoxy.




TN MIAIE WO P,

SHOREBIRD




(aDsy 2) 2aM00
‘07 B WIa By




|
3a v, X 314 LG = I
DOWEL

big Diax 34 ¢ 5»—‘)
DOWEL

HEAD PIVOT ¢ cRANK

Y4 bia,

\ \
\ y ik,
3 NIIRE
S0 DIA. X Vg DB L] | - |
CAL L )
4

{‘En:,p;" afaﬂxﬂﬁ-’:’ﬁ”j
GLUE INPLACE

SHOREBIRD
FULL-SIZE PATTERNS

0



WING
V4" THICK (2 REQD)

CUT HOLE 1IN LEFT
SIDE ONLY

7. : g
eq OIA., ZHOLES




LUMBERJACKS

AN

o,
R i = 4

Iﬁ?ﬁhﬁu
I 7D

r




(0,033 p) 23MOQT
PNDT Mg, X wia B -

e




LUMBERJACKS
FULL-SIZE PATTERNS

ARM
Ja"THICK (2 REQ'D)

GRoOVE W/TH
A VEINING CHISEL

~mies.. TN

b

BODY CENTER ARM
a"THIcK (2 REQ'D) Ya"THICK (2 REQ'D)

14



OPERATING STICK.
V4" THICK (2 REQ'D)

2HOLES
mﬂ& DIA.
P
e L e
W
g

Ya' THIEK

. "q DIA
DOWEL AR
PIVOTING ARM
(2REQAD)

A r
g THICK (4 REQ'D)
15
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COURT JESTER
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For additional patterns,
try these other scroll saw books from Stackpole . . .

CLOCKS

Full-Size Designg, Ready to Cut

Offers detatled patterns for exquisitely crafred timepieces, many based
on antigue originals. Includes designs for shelf clocks, wall clocks and a
weather statlon. 31495

EASY CLOCKS

Full-Size Designg, Ready to Cut

Amusing and imaginative, the pattemns in this book include a teddy
bear clock, a football helmet chock, a car clock, and an clegant
Vietorian silhouette clock. $14.95

FANCY FRETWORK

39 Full-Size Designs, Ready to Cut

Contains intricate patterns for a vanety of decorative and practacal
houschold items, such as trivets, plant hangers, mirrors, shelves,
clocks, aml picture frames. $14.95

LETTERS AND NUMBERS

Full-Size Designs, Ready to Cut

Lse these designs and rypeface styles to make signs for the front yard,
ook ends for your office, personalized toys, decorative plagues for
special occasions, and more. 314.95

PLAIN AND SIMPLE FUN

39 FulleSize Designs, Ready 1o Cut

Animal curouts, wall plagues, pusles, and pull 1oys are bat a few of the
many projects in this book, Give them as gifts to children or to any

persan who enjoys good ol fun, $14.95

TRAINS, PLANES, AND AUTOMOBILES

Decorative Designs, Ready to Cur

Features patterns of classic cars, famoes planes, and historic steam
etnres. Cut them out and searr a colleenion. Use them as knick-
knacks or wall plagues. §14.95

=y
SOMST DO Fossd, Mechaniostmmgl, I 13005 0 00T L S SmCKPOLb
Pl S s R ks Uo = s e s B(I)KS



Also from Ken Folk . . .

COUNTRY
TOYS &
CHILDREN'’S
FURNITURE

Antigue Designs with Complete
Plans and Instructions

‘ x Fith the detaibed plans and casy-ro-
follow instrictons provided n this
hook, you cin recreate enjovable toys,
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o Small Child's Chair

& Doll Cradle

* Small Wapon

* |he Acraba

® Marble Solitaire

» Nine Men's Morris

* Rocking Horse

e Eighreenth-Century Cradle
* Play Wapon

o Rolling Horse

¢ Hing [oss

» Pipsin Clover

® [Jiablo

® Twirler Tops

® Three-Wheeled Doll Pram
* Child’s Rocker

e Military Drum Toy Box

® Child's Sled

$19,95 # PB # 192 pages # 11 bfw photos » 167 drawings ¢ Bx 11 * 0-8117-2428-X
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WOODWORKING Toys

ith & scroll saw,

some scrap wood, a
touch of paint, and this
book, you can create
fascinating, movable toys
from the past. Full-size
patterns and plans for 19
pull-cord, hand-crank, and
gravity-operated classics
are offered. You'l find a
waddling shorebird, diving
frog, strutting pig, creeping
crocodile, scutlling beetls,
and more than a dozen
other toys that crawl, push,
pull, rock, roll, bob, leap,
spring, pivot, plummet,
and zigzag.

KEN FOLK, an engineer
and woodwarker, is author
of Couniry Toys and
Children’s Furniture.
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