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itchens have changed. Okay, so thatt not exactly break-

ir-rg news. BLlt sonretinles it's easy to overlook the extent

of that change. Recently, however, as I was going through

the Workbcnch archives, this sanrpling of covers renlindecl n1e of

the truly drlnratic evolution kitcher.rs have undergone - both in

tlreir appearance and, lnore iurpoltantly, irr how they functior-r.

Our first kitchen renlodel was the no-frills version showr.r at left.

Note the dated "waterfill-edge" countertops and dark cabinets with
slab-sryle plyrvood doors.The workflow of this kitchen has now

become dated, too.Just like nrany '50s kitchens, it was designed to
be largely a solitary workpiece, a one-wornan show, if you will.

Fast-forward to tl-re kitcher-r renrodel shown at center. I)ark is
out; bright is in. Kitchens got larger, ancl many incorporated central

work islands. Combine those improvenreuts wirh built-in cooktops,
stacking ovens, arnd spaciolls courltertops, and these kitchens made

preparing nreals easier and more enjoyable than ever - notjust for

the woman of the house, but the whole fanrily.

Todayt kitcher.rs have taken on an even broacler role.They still
satisfy the cookinq, cleaning, and storage requirements, of course,

but they've also become the place fol farnily urernbers to connect
and fiiends to socialize. Add to that the fact that many kitchens

act, in whole or in part, as a home office, and it's easy to see why
kitchens have become the hub of todayt busy homes.

To see how the kitchen Gatured in this issue (right) accon-

nrodates those assorted needs, be sure to check out the series of

articles beginning on page 42.

l4lor(lrlr/t Custonrer Service
PO. Box 8.12,
Des Moiles, IA 5030.+-9961

l4lortbcrrir Magazine
2200 Grand Ave.
Des Moines,lA 50312
enrail: Editor@Workbenclrurrg.corn
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"Paying a pro to
install kitchen
cabinets can cost
nearly as much
as the cabinets
themselves.
Based on that,
our homeowner
quickly gained
confidence in his
problem-solving
ski l ls ."

-page 54

ONLINE
Workbench Maoazine.com
Get even more information
about the projects and
articles in this issue:

. Free Article: Installing
Crown Molding

. Full-Size Patterns: Truck
Rack Uprights and
Display Niche Shelf

. Slide Shows: Powder
Coating & Raised
Stencil ing

. Bonus: Raised Stencil ing
Examples

50th Anniversary Specials!
Kitchens: Then I Now (page 2)
5 )-Ye a r Cove r Retrosp e ctive (Wo rkbe n c h M a g a zi n e. co m)

High-Capacity
Truck Rack

lncreose your truck's capacity and
save 5100s over store-bought models.

This truck rack looks greot and hauls
anything you need for work or play.

60

Decorative Display Niche
Transform an ordinary room with this

decorotive display nrche. lts curved
shelf, accent lighting, ond tile back

create o stunning t'ocal point.

Focus on Frames
Great-looking projects don't have
to be complex. These "ort paper"

fromes really dress up a wol[ ond
you can make them in a day.

Modern Kitchen Makeover
A modern kitchen isn't just the place you
prepore meols-it's "mission control" for
the family. Here are the tips, insights, and
strategies for your own kitchen makeover.

42
Better Design, , ,
Better Kitchen 44

FloatingTile Floorr 50

Installing Kitchen Cabinets: _
Priblems & Solutionr 54

66 Kitchen Cabinet Organizers
Organize your kitchen this weekend
with 1 5 eosy-to-install, remarkably

at't'ord oble accesso ri es.

72
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Powder-Coated
Hardware

Turn common hardware items
into eye-catching t'ittings with a
simple DIY powdercoating kit.

30

Easy Elegance with
Raised Stenciling
Dress up any surface using

a paint technique that adds
dromatic texture and style.

37

Elements of Style
Discover box beams, a stylish

way to add classic architectural
detailto your home.

94

Flat, Flawless
Drywall Joints

Here's your guide to getting
professi onal -qual ity resu lts wh en

t'inishing drywall joints.

BO

Product Picks
A roundup of the best new

home products: t'rom dust-free
drywall "mud" to WD-40 in a pen.

B4
The Tool Report

8B

Garage Gear
lnstoll a durable snap-together

garage floor in a t'ew hours.

Over the Fence

B
Ask'W'orkbench

Strip paint fast, t'rx banging pipes,
cut crown moldina. and more.

10

Do-It-Yourself Tips
Great tips, including "helpers" t'or

hanging drywall, ladder safety,
and precision miter cuts.

I6

Fast Florne Fixes

26

On-Site Solutions
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ADD SOME GREEN TO YOUR PROPERW WITH THESE

Tree Planting Tips
The National Arbor Day Foundation offers
programs to help you plant, preserve, and

lanting a tree is one small
way anyone can improve
both the environment and

the appearance of their yard.And we
get reminded of that every spring,
thanks in large part to the effors of the
National Arbor Day Foundation.

But *ris organization does a lot
more than just encourage us to plant a
tree on one day each year. It a.lso offers
a wealth of educational information
and prcgrams designed to help even the
least green-thumbed find success with
their tree-planting efforts.You can learn
about the programs offered and access
a huge amount of information just by
visitins ArborDav. ors.

Plant in the Right Place-One
example of this valuable information is
the tree-placement guide shown here.

Tall trees
40' or taller

a wealth of information and educational
care for trees.

Plant the right tree in the right place
Plant taller trees away from overhead utility lines

.<_ j0 _-__________r_.<_2., _->

Medium trees
40' or less

Small trees
25' or less

It serves as a great reminder that those
litde trees you bring home will eventu-
ally grow large, and you need to take
that into consideration when you plant
them. Not only do these guidelines

Homes for Vets
Members of our armed forces prove their
bravery every day by serving our country in
combat zones around the world. But for some
of these men and women, even the bravery
needed on the battlefield cant compare to the
mettle they'll need to return home and rebuild
life after suffering amputation or paralysis.

Thankfirlly, an organization called Homes for
OurTroops is dedicated to building homes that are custom-
ized to suit disabled veterans.The organization, with the help
of its corporate partners, has worked on homes in 15 states.

Custom touches in the home are incorporated in a
variety ofways depending on the needs ofthe veteran.
Some are obvious, such as providing barrier-free entries,
accessible kitchens and bathrooms, and open floor plans.
Others are less obvious but equally important. For
example, homes for veterans with prosthetic limbs are

Homes for Our Troops built this home in Springhill, Louisiana,
and filled it with features to meet the needs of SPC Kyle Burleson,
who was paralyzed while serving with the U.5. Army in lraq.

equipped with casement windows that can be cranked
open easily. One home was ourfitted with a backup
generator to keep the homeownert ventilator running if a
storm knocked out the home's power.

To learn more about this organization and how you can
help, visit HomesForOurTroops.org or call 866-787-6677.

ensure a balanced-looking landscape,
they also help prevent an all-too-
common tree planting error: Placing tall
or broadly spreading trees too close to
power lines.

COMPANIES TEAM UP TO BUILD

8 WORKBENCH APRIL 2OO7



BENJAMIN MOORE A POTTERY BARN MAKE IT EASY TO

Pick Perfect Paint Colors
The Pottery Barn catalog is a great
place to shop for home furnishings,
but for many folks it does more.

That's because a large number of
people look at the srylish room scenes
shown on its pages to get ideas for

furnishing and decorating their own

rooms.The folks at Pottery Barn are

well aware of this. too. if fol no other

reason than the number of requests

they get for the nanres of the paint

colors used in the scenes.

Thatt why Pottery Barn has

teamed up with Benjamin Moore to

make paint information available in

every catalog.With each room shown,

you'll find a small swatch of paint and

a listing of the Benjar.nin Moore paint

code for that color.

Ifthat's not enough, you can order

a fan deck ofthe colors for that catalog

online for $2, or simply pick one up at

your local Pottery Barn store.

For more help with choosing paint

colors, you can visi t  PotteryBarn.conr

or BenjanrinM oore.conr.

WILDLIFE
rfirnGDrrnrn_

TURN YOUR YARD INTO
A WILDLIFE HABITAT
Wide-open expanses of lush green
lawn look rnviting to some people.
But to birds, squirrels, and other
urban wildlife, these green-carpet
yards offer l i tt le in the way of habitat.

But you can make your landscape
appealing to wildlife by following the
guidelines of the National Wildlife
Federation's Backyard Wildlife
Habitat program. Over 70,000 yards,
schoolgrounds, and even corporate
campuses have been certified so far.

To learn more about backyard wild-
l ife habitats, visit NWF.orglBackyard.

Everything you need to make your
house like new in one great kit.
The MumMnsrER does things other power
tools cant. Sand into corners and along
edges. Undercut a door jamb. Plunge into
baseboard...right through the nails. Remove
grout. Scrape paint and linoleum.

The RS Kit contains a MumMasren
636-2 variable speed tool plus:
. Sanding Pad . Universal E-Cut blade
. HSS Segment Saw blade
. Carbide Grout blade . Scraper blade
. Carbide Rasp . Plastic carrying case
. Tool wrench, screws and washers
. 5 each assorted sandpaper, grits 60,80,

MADE IN GERMANY

For more information. a free brochure and
to see the complete line of MumMnsrrns
and accessories at a dealer near you call
l-800-441-9878 or visir us 

Elar www.feinus.com. 
ft1V61
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CHOOSE THE RIGHT SAW TO

Miter Crown
Molding
{ }.: fue dccided n install somc crotun ntolding, so I need to buy a

saw Onc salesman told me I'd rrced a compound miter saw.Another

said I could usc a standard niter saw. Can yttu tell me wlich I rrced?

Jason Parker

Kansas City. MO

'l ,' To install crown nrolding, you have to fit the pieces

tosether at the corners.This is usually done by mitering the

enc'ls.And you can use either a standard or a compound saw.

TI.re techniques for cutting crown are diflerent for each saw,

though, so you have to understand how each one works.

Miter Saw-On a standard rniter saw the blade and
nlotor are mounted to a table that can be rotated to the

ieft or right. If the table is set in tl.re nriddle, the blade cuts
straight across the workpiece. Rotate the table, and the blade

cLrts the workpiece at an angle.This is a nriter cut.

Cornpound Miter Saw-A compound miter saw

works the same way. But the blade assembly can also be

tilted so that instead of corning down vertically, the blade

conres down at an angle.This is called a bevel cut.

Cutting Crown Molding-When you cut a miter and

bevel together, this is called a cor.r.rpound r-niter.And that's the

rype of cut needed for cutting the ends of crown molding.

The rotat ing table and a pivoting head on a compound

miter saw al low you to easi ly cut the compound miter

that's necessary where molding pieces meet at a corner.

This is because crown molding sits at an angle between the

wall and ceiling.This is called the "spring angle," and itis not

45".That nreans you cant lay the molding flat on the niter

saw table, set the miter angle at 45o, and get an accurate cut.
'With 

a standard miter saw, the solurion is to stand the

nrolding on the saw table at its spring angle, as shown bclotu lcft.

This works very well, but it's a little fussy to set up.

With a compound nriter saw, you rotate the table to the

proper miter angle, and then tilt the head to the corresponding

bevel angle.Then you can lay the nolding flat on the table

to nrake the correct compound-nriter cut (below right).

For a complete guide to installing crown molding, check

out the iiee article at'WorkbenchMagazine.com.

Molding sits
upside down on

saw table
at its "spring

angle"

Rotate table to
45" miter angle

WE HAVE ANSWERS!
Include your full name, address, and daytime phone number. You'll
receive a free one-year subscription to Workbench (or o one-year

extension to your current subscription) if we publish your question.

HOw T0 SEND YOUR QUESTTONS:
Ernail: Ask@workbenchmag. com
Forurns: forunrs. woodnet. net
Mail: AskWorkbench, 2200 Grand Ave.,
Des Moines. 1l'50312

10

Tilt saw blade
to 33.9'

bevel angle

Rotate table to
31.6" miter angle

WORKBENCH APRIL 2OO7



-1 DIIIIfTTNOV
ASTAINCOUD
DOIHAI1O

In just three steps-you can change
the look of your furniture:

.@Hgttly siuul the cxisting finiih
md clean.

d!ilDApptVthe Okl Masters Wiping Srain
evenly onto the surfacc and dry hrush
the stain for an even appearancc.

@&ppnat with aplear finish sueh as
polytrcthane. Old M astcrs
recommends at least tlree-coats
ftrr optimal.durability.

It won't be_lgng before you'll say
T Can't believe a stain can llo-THAT!''

Product Information Number 202

--t

IT,S ALL IN A NAME WITH

Selecting Cabinet Doors
{}.: I 'ut slroppirt t- for rtcu, ki tr l tut mbirrcts, nrtd I ' r tr  a l i t t le oucrruhclnrct l  b1, sl !  1l1g
clnirt's. Fttr irtstattrc, tltc dcsigttcr tttld rttc I ltad tlrn'c clrciccs itt dttor stylg5;-fr1ll-oucrla1,,
half-outrlay, nrtd irrsct.Wltdt drc tltL'

diftircrrtcs bctn,ccrt thasc tltn,c stylcs?

Kt'lly tu1at,,,,

Colorado Sprirrg-i, CO

.'[  :  ( ]onver-rt ionnl clbinets with f irce

fi':unes can Llse rny of tl-rcsc. rypes of
doors. Ancl nrany nunut:rcturc'rs will

ofFer cach type ou difTcrent crbinet
nrodels in their l ine. So the type of
cloor is just palt  of what cleternrines

thc appcnrance of t l -rc cabirret.
Full-Overlay -Thc nrost

col l lnlon rype of cabinet cloor is thc
full-overlay.With this rype, the cloor

is  : rc tu : r l l y  lu lqu ' t l r ; r r r  t l re  opcr r i r rq  i r r

tl-re crbinct f:icc fi-lnrc.Tlrat n)c:rns thc

cloor ovcrhps the openine on rrll sidcs,

and thc full thickness of thc door'
protrudes beyoncl tl.rc fi'nnie (top riglrt).

HalCOverlay - Halfiovcrlay

cloors rrrc also bui l t  larger thrn thc
oper-rir-re ilr the cabinct fl'iunc'. IJut on

this typc oltcloor, tl-rere 
'.s 

a rabbet cut

arc-rurtcl  the pcl inrctcr of t ]re door' 's
insic'le f:rcc thlt fbrnrs :r lip.The cloor
st i l l  overlaps thc f l ' : rrrre openinu, but

becrusc' tl'rc r:lbbctccl portion of tl-re

cloor f i ts within the opcninu in t l-rc
frrne, only a portion of the door's
tl.rickness (r-rsually half) plotrr.rdes

beyond tlre facc fnnte (uiddlc ridrt).
Inset-An inset cloor is nracle

just slightly srtraller tl.ran the openine
in the clbinet f i ' rrnre.As a result,  the
cloor f i ts into the opening in the

cabinet f.rce fi'anre so thrt the facc
of the door is flush with tl.re fice

fi"une (6otlolr nclrr/. Inset doors lre

the le:ist conlnron in uranueictr.rred

cabinets. TIrey're also r.rsually priced

the higl'rest of the three types.That's

because ir-rset doors lnust be sized
precisely to cl)surc r r 'orrsistcnt,
good-looking gap between the door
and the f.rce fi'ame or-r all sides.

Door covers portion
of face frame.

Cabinet
Face Frame

Half-Overlay
Door

Partial
thickness
of door
is visible

Inset Door



Banging Water Pipes

{ss{{

EASY-TO-INSTALL FITTINGS PUT AN END TO

' WtL'rt  r t t l t  11t4t11 11g ttracl i t t t ' - f i r t ishes

fillirt,q u,ith tntcr, tlrc Ludtcr pipes bdtrc
lotrdly. I'ru ctrrtccnrcd tlnt tlris u,ill datnagc
tlrc pipcs or t l rc trraclt inc.Wtat 's causirr,q
tltis, rurd is tlruc a y4y s6 rlltp it2

Jasorr Morrisorr

Aurt Arbor, MI

!  - ,'  This is cr l led "wlrcl haurnrer"
or '"pipe shock." I t  I ' rappc-ns rvhen the
watc'r-shr.rtofT valves in tl-re rvashins
ur:rchinc' close rapidly. The fl owing
rv,r t t ' r '  sl l r  rrrs irr  to t lre vlr lvcs. clc;rt i  rr  g
back pressnre :rnd a shock wrve inside
the pipc.s.As a result,  the pipes ratt lc-
ancl bang.

Aside fionr being annoying, the
bangine conld eventu:rlly cause a pipe
to crlck, work loose at a joir-rt, or get

worn fiom rr-rbbing, which could create
:r lcak. Lucki ly. rhc solut iorr is siruple.

You can buy inexpensive water-
hammer arrestors at the home center
or  : rpp l ia r rce  s to rc .T l rese  jus t  sc rew
onto the rvrter supply spigots, and the
hoses for the washer screw onto the
arrestors (belou,).

Thc anestors wolk like a shock
absolber.The tall chunber has a piston
irrside that holds back a supply of
ail above it (lllrrstrntiorr).

The chanrber below the
piston fills up with rvater.

When the water flow

shuts dorvrr, b:rck pressure
r r Spigot

PLrsnes i l te plstolt  up,
rbsorbins the shock :urcl
preventing the shock rvave

in thc' pipc'.
Water-Supply Hose



ONE HOT WAY TO

Strip Paint
Q: I'^ rEainting the exterior of my old house, and the trim
and doors have many coats oJ paint. Suaping them is dfficuh,
and paint stripper is slow and messy. Is there a better way?

Matt Conrad

Batauia, IL

A: tt , best tool I've found for removing paint from exte-

rior trim is a heat gun. Itt like a high-performance hair dryer

that heats the paint enough to partially melt it and loosen

its grip on the wood.Then you can scrape multiple layers of

paint oft'easily with a putty L'xife (Photo).This makes a heat

gun fast and effective, but using one requires precautions.

First, the paint on an old home often contains lead.And

lead fumes are more harmful than lead dust. So you need to

wear a respirator when using a heat gun, not just ̂  dust mask.

Second, the gun and the paint both get quite hot. So dont

touch either until they've cooled for a moment or tvvo.

Finally, you can char the paint or wood ifyou overheat it.

So keep a spray botde ofwater close by to cool things off.

A heat gun quickly softens multiple layers of paint, allowing
them to peel up easily in large strips. Just be sure to wear a
respirator when removing paint that may contain lead.

What are you waiting for?
Hove you hove been looking for o reoson to try Pocket-Screw

Joinery? l f  so, the new R3 Kreg Jig@ is i t . . .  Whether you're
bui lding f ine cobinetry or moking simple repoirs oround the house,

this ful l- feotured Pocket Hole Jig is the perfect tool for the iob!

Kreg Quoli ty. Amozing Volue. The R3 Kreg Jig@.

Quick odiustments to Secure to the Wood chip relief holes
ioin r/2"-l-r/2" lhick workpiece using neorly mol<e for on eosier
moteriol. ony style of clomp. drill-stroke.

www.kregtool.com
800.447.8638

Product lnformation Number 220



NO HELPER? NO PROBLEM. MAKE AN ADJUSTABLE

Dryvuall "Lifb"

l-ren Matt

lJoh:rn of

Llrsinq,

Michiq: lrr,  f i runcl hinrsclf
l v i thout  rny  hc lp  to  hans

clr 'yu,ul l .  hc bui l t  ;r  pl i l  of

. r . l j us t : r l r l t " ' l i l i s "  to  [ .e  l r i i
scconcl sct of h:rncls (Pltoto).

Erch lift cr.rrrsists of

tw() p:lrts: ltn lcljr-rst:rblc

support :rnrl  l r  rrrotrntrrrq

lrrrr ( , '1- i . t11111l/1, I  icrr, / .TItc

sr.rpp()rt  holcls thc shcct of

dlywrll. It :rlso h;rs an :ruqlccl

adjLrsturcnt slot that flts ovcr

n c:rrr iasc bolt i rrstr l lccl in
thc urountiuq l l rn. WIrcn
you t: lp thc support to t l tc

siclc, thc slot lcts i t  nrovc up,
rvl-ricl-r r':riscs thc dryrvall.

Thc str irport is nracle up
of two rvcc'lqc-shapec'l llils
: tucl thrcc clcirts.The ttvo
sidc clcarts c()nltcct thc ni ls.
Tl-rcsc clerts, rrs r,vcll ;rs the

top clcrrt th:rt flts bctu,ecu

thenr, cxtencl irbovc t] ic

uppcr  r . r i l .T I r i s  f t> r r r rs  : r  l i p

thrrt prevents thc dry'"v:rll
fi'oni slipping off tl're
supports (Sctt iort ViL,ru).

Bcfore rrttechin{a any

clerrts, thoush, set the rrrils

on a flrt surfrcc, :incl spircc

thcnr %" irpxrt to folnr thc

ldjustnrcnt slot.  Norv cl:rnrp

thc siclc clcrrts in plrrcc, :rncl

frrsten thcrrr lvit]r scrcrvs. As

fbr thc top clcrrt, cut it ro flf,

rncl thcn lirstcn rvith scl'ews.

T]rc nrouuting urnr is

lrcxt. I t ls just:r scrrrp ?r. l

rvith :r countcrborccl shrrnk
holc clr i l lcd in i t  to housc

thc crrrri:rgc bolt. Aficr'

instrr l l ins thc bolt,  f i t  thc

lucl j trstnrcnt slot ()vcr i t ,

, t l ) ( i  t l l ( ' r )  " \ i l u q  t l t t  } ) , 1 ; ' 1 i

togcthcr rr,'it]r :r fi'nclcr

r l ,rrsher lncl u' i rrg rrtr t .

Tir lrlng rr shcct of dlv.ulrrll.
star-t by clrunl.rine c:rch lifi to

lr rvall snrd, -1,*j7:" rlorvrr fiorn

the cei l i rrg (Z:" rrrorc th:ur t l rc

rvirlth of :r shcct of clrvrvrrll).

Clamping two "l ifts" to the wall studs makes it easy to sup-
port a sheet of drywall. Tap the lifts sideways to raise the
sheet to the ceil ing, freeing your hands to drive screws.

T-
3"
I

7s" counterbore, Side

Cleat72" deep

Rai l

Mounting
' A r m

Ernail: tips@wolkbenchnr:rs. conr
Mail: Workbench Tips & tchniques,
2200 Grand Ave., Dc's Moines, IA 50312

111'If

1$
Aficr hfiirrg thc cft'yrvrrll up

onto thc strirpolts. b:rck
ofFthc thc r,vir.rg nut orr
( ) r )c  su i rpo l t .T I ren  t lp  t l rc
support lrs slrorvn :rbovc to

r . t i s e  t l t c  s l r e e t  r r p : r g . r i r r : t

thc  cc i l i r rs .A t  th r r t  po i l t ,

r igh tcn  thc  rv i r rg  r ru t  on
tlrrrt  srrpport,  :rnri  rcl ' rclr t

t l tc proccss f irr- thc sccond
support.Y(rrr cl trr rrrxl  clnvr

scrc\vs to sccrlrc t l lc shcct.

#8 x 11/q"
Fh WoodscrewTOP CLEAT

(h"  x11/2"  x11"1

.Top
Cleat

sAs" x 41/2"
Carriage Bolt

MOUNTING
ARM

(11/2" x 31/2"
x 12")

Adjustment
Slot

€/s" Wide)
SIDE CLEAT

P/4" x11/2" x61/4")

B rr,r: :i|:t;iixi,f: *r:i*n

@"*"^

\

_qtc!

fi- -*
\ * \
e" Fender \
Washer /
\ 

5/rs" wing
\ Nut
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VISUALIZE DESIGN WITH A

$imple Tape
Template
To help visualize how his br.rilt-in

enteltainnrent center rvoulcl Ioclk in

i ts desisnatccl splce, l3ob Kell :rnd of

St John ls, Newfouncl l ln d, Canaci:r,

hicl  out thc project cl ircct ly orr the
wrl l  usins paintcr ' .s ur:rskinq tape
tl l l t r . ;rr ,r t iort).  E.rclr str ip ()t  t i rpe reprc-

sentL'ci  i r  slrcl t ,  cl iviclcr, clbinet top, or
lrrn of urolcl ing.

l- lob touts this tcchnicltre rs :r slcalt
wi ly to "scc" thc projcct befolc you

builcl  i t  to l lct a rcir l ist ic scnse of scrle

lncl to hclp cst iurlr tc thc nrrteri :r ls

rccl.rirccl to builcl it.

Ancl,  i f  l f tcl  cx:uuining thc
"teruplrrtc" yor-r don't  c:rrc f ix t l rc
t lcsisn, sinrply rcposit ion thc trpc to

crc: i te a pl:rn that bettel suits yrtur
neccls.Whcn yor.r ' rc satisf- ic.cl  with thc

c{esiqn, tr lnsfcr thc clct l i ls to x papcr

plan thrt yolr crn bui lcl  f i -onr while

in  thc  shop.

Foam Carving
I)cnrris Orch:rrcl of Milton,Vc.r"uront, fbuncl tl-rat cuttirtr-t
r .rpholstcry fbanr was nrorc chl l lcnginq t lran i t  sccnis. Hc
triccl v:rrious knives ancl saws, but lll left rough eclqes that
wcre often visiblc evcn aftcr covcring the fo:rnr with fablic.

Whilc c:rrvins a holic-lay turkey, howevcr, it occurrecl
to l)cnnis th:rt  his clcctr ic crrviuq knifc'  would be jr .rst thc
t ickct to nrake quick. clerrn cuts in the fo:rnr.

FURNITURE FLOSS
Karen Fowler of Culver,
Oregon, makes a hobby of
repai r ing o ld furn i ture.  One
of  the pr imary chal lenges she
faces in her pastime is re-glu-
ing veneer that rs separating
from its substrate.

Get t ing enough g lue
between the loose veneer
and the substrate is often
diff icult, and she has broken
off enough pieces of britt le
veneer to know that l i ft ing
the thin material to make
space is rarely the answer

Karen's  solut ion is  to  use
dental f loss to drag glue
into the area being repai red.
She first dips the floss into
a puddle of  g lue,  and then
uses a seesawing mot ion
to spread the glue between
the veneer and substrate

Aside from cleaning be-
tween teeth, dental floss
is also a perfect way to
spread glue between loose
veneer and a substrate
when making repairs.

Laying out  the
project directly on

the wal l  g ives a
good sense of

the f in ished scale
of a project

Painter's tape makes
laying out and
readjusting big
projects easy
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AVOID "UPHEAVAT' BY CAULKING

SECOND: Fi l l  expansion
joint with caulk

Driveway Joints
Heavinq concrete - or

concrctc that seenrs to r ise

up out ofthc eround every

r'vinter'- is ri cotttttton

problenr irr  colder cl iurates.

It \  ofte rr cluscd by rv.rt t ' r

r-urclernelth the concrete

fi-eezins rnci pusl-ring

upw:rrcl on the concrete shb.

To avoid this, Errl Lanrb

of Brainerd, Minnesota,

caulks explnsion joints to
rurake thenr watelproof. Hc'

uses l  self- level ing caulk

l ikeVulkcrn 2.{5.To get

c r ro r rgh  cuu lk  in to  the  jo i r r r .

f l rst ctrt  rV-shrped wedge

into thc cx1-xrnsion url terial

r.rsinq rr shrrp ut i l i ty knifc.

Concrete
Slab FIRST: Cut V-notch

with ut i l i ty knife

PLANE.TO.FIT
RIGID FOAM
Dale Sims of  Leesburq.
Virginia, found that the best way to fine-tune a piece of rigid
foam insulation to fit into a stud cavrtv was to use his hand-
held power olaner.

The planer leaves a clean edge on the foam (lnset Photo) and
allows you to make finer adjustments than you could otherwise.
Be prepared to clean up a lot of foam shavings, though.

. -  f  l l  t  t a  F  
T o r e c e i v e v o u r l e b a t e . i u s t s e n d t h i s ( o u o o n w i t h v o u r n a m e . a d d r p s s  o h o n p n u m b p r  I

r t IUlAtL-lN :?i"1?[lfrfi::13i,::Jiji::1,:5i3,lxll;::":1'3]""'uPc from thiboxandacopv-
, i l  L  

. r r t  r . -

I ;r REBATE ie$e'i1!i[:ii:"':"' i;tt'flfi:l"'fis::il?Hil'rmonrne',
.F"nJF,ll O*toi."j.f 

- 
Rebate Code Douglas, Az 8565s.1105 or call 1-800-741-1365On any Dfil l  DOCtOf mOdel [eDa.fe_LOOe euqerqr' ^' oJoJJ- | ruJ qr ldrr r-ouu-'$ r' rror

excepi 300 & 3s0x WB f,ii':":l:il!::1,::,i:;'f:il2:!,',!i"1-Apr 
30'2a0T Rebatecannatbercmbined
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TRIANGULATE FOR A SAFE

Ladder Angle
Marcus Clewett ofTempe, Arizona,

spends a lot of time going up and

down a ladder while working on his

home. So he knows that properly

setting a ladder up can be the differ-

ence between an uneventful climb or

a nasry fall.

One of the most critical elements

of ladder saGty is setting the ladder at

the proper angle. Many ladders have

alignrnent guides printed on the side

to help you position the ladder. But if

the guide is rnissing or obscured, you

can always check the angle by placing

your toes against the ladder rails and

stretching out your arn1s, so they are

parallel to the ground (Illustration).If

your pahls can rest on top ofa rung,

the ladder is at a safe angle.

Toes touching
ladder base

Hold arms parallel
with ground

BRUSH SAVER
Have you ever noticed
how paint tends to wick
up the bristles and clog
near the ferrule when
using a paint brush
for a long period of
time? Stanley Briggs, of
Vancouver, Washington,
did. And after having
to throw away several
brushes prematurely
because cleaning that
paint out of the bristles
was nearly impossible,
he discovered that
simply by dipping a
brush into the appro-
priate solvent bepre
painting (water for latex
paint, mineral spirits
for oil-based), it made
cleanup much easier
and extended the life of
his brushes.

lms even with
top of rung

yourchancetol f,f I l l  this POWERMATIC

t 
'lr[lNlf#f,hoprt

Enter daily online at

www.rockler.com/oowermat:G or visit
near you.

To call the store nearest you, dial l -877-ROCKLER

Code 731

A value of over $S,000!
Now you can get from Rockler the same great Powermatic
tools the pros use. PLUS, enter for your chance to win one of 4
Powermatic workshops!

s|*9.95"L"**,
Create with Confidence"
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PERFECT-FITTING TRIM WITH
r  - l

Mlter uaw
Blade Stop
While instalhng neu' trim throushotrt
his l-rouse,Tonr Ericson of I)enver,

Cololado, found that he often h:rd to

trinr a tir.ry lnount olFthe lenglh of :r
rvolkpiccc to nuke ir fit pe#i.ctly.

After several fmstrating occrlr-
rences of cutt ing off just a bit
too nruch with his nri tel sarv, he
found that t l re best way to "sneak

up" on thc' cut was to use the saw

bl lde  i t sc l i ; rs  : l  "s t ( )1 . "  to  pos i t ro r r

the workpiece.

Wit l .r  the cutt ins heaci i tr  the
"down" posit ion rrnd the saw
not running, bLrtt  the enc-l  of t l re
work;riece rgrir-rst the /rorly of tl.rc
bladc' (not the tecth),:rs in Fiq. / .
Thcn hold t l .re piece in posrtror.r,

l rd raisc thc blrdc. Now porver up
thc slv rncl nukc thc cut /Fig. 2)

to renrove just a sl ivcr of ntatcri l l .

ZAR ULTRA Mox comes in quart and gollon sizes.
It is ovailable in gloss, semi-gloss and satin sheens.

ULTRA Max is an environmentally safe, revolutionary
dual drying polyurethane.lt dries by coalescing & oxygen

cross-linking for a harder"through cure."

r Self- level ing, smooth f inish
r ldeal for floors, cabinets. furniture and woodwork
r Outstanding wear and durabi l i ty
. Super fast drying-low odor formula
r Exotic hardwoods approved

For more information and a dealer near you
cal l  1-800-272-3235 or visi t  us at www.ugl.com.Y E A R S
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SAST i]liili

GET THE MOST FROM YOUR

Water Heater
f;nsttre ;rn ;rder;ua{r, r;up;rIy *{ h;ilt
iruatelr ;lnd mal<e youlr wat*r henter
rn$r'* *ff ici*nt by rl*aninq i{, r**lul,rrly"
The process is quick and sirnple"

pfOhlem i Your untcy lrcater, tulrich uscd to put ttut crtouglr
Irot watcr to handlc a rcuplc o_f long showcrs, a ktad ttf laundry,
attd rnore , ntnp,irrst catr't kccp up witlr demnnd, But the tuater
lrcatcr isn't that old, and slrculdn't rrced to be rcplaced.

i$#luti0n: Therek
usually nothing wrong

with a water heatel that
no lonser keeps up. I t just

rrr 'eds to be clcarred to ger
lid of sediment that builds

up in  thc  t . rnk .Th is  sed i -
nrent recluces capaciry and
ruakes the water heater less

efficient.To see why, you

first rreed to understand
how f, w:rter hcater works.

A water heater is
rerlly just a big tank in an
insuhted shel l .  A burner ( in

,r grs-f ired heltcr ')  wrrrurs

the wrter to a specif ied

tenrper2rturc ( Ill u st ratio n ).
Because the wrter sits

in the tank until needed,

Draining the Tank
/ Turn thermostat to "pilot"

/ Close water supply valve

/ Open the hot water handle
on a faucet

/ Drain tank unti l  water runs
clear, then close drain valve

/ Close the open faucet

/ Turn the water supply on

/ Go back to faucet and
run hot water unti l  al l  air
is purged

/ Reset thermostat on heater

minerals :rnd other solids

in the water have ample

tilre to settle and collect at
the bottorl.r of the tank.As

this sediment builds up, it
reduces trnk capacity.

The sedinrent also

creatc's a barrier between

the water in the tank and

tl.re burner below. That

nreans the burner has to
run longer to heat the

water, which has a big

impact on ut i l i ry bi l ls.

Gett ing r id of the sedi-

ment is easy, though. Every

six months, you simply

need to drain offthe water

and sedinrent (Plxtnt).The

procedures are detailed in

the Box at left.

I f thcrei no f loor drain

near the water heater, you

can simply use a bucket, or
hook r"rp a hose to the valve
and direct it to a drain.
Either way, just be careful.
The water will be very hot.

By the way, the drain

valve on nrost water heaters
is plastic, and it can crack if

you ovcltishren it. But this is

casy to get lrotrnd.Just drrin

the tank corrrpletely one t irrre
and install a qualiry valve like
the one shown in the Phottt.

To keep your water heater running efficiently, drain sedi-
ment from the tank regularly. Drain the tank unti l you've
removed about 5 gallons or any milky color disappears.

Cold Water
lnlet

Pressure/
Temperature

Valve

Temperature
Control Knob

Thermostat

Drain
Valve
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MAKE A PROPER PATCH FOR A SEAMLESS

Drywall Repair
pfOblemiYou justfound out tuto things the hard way:
Door stops are important, and a doorknob can punch a hole right
through drypall with surprising ease. Nout you need to patclr
that hole, so it won't be noticeable.

Solutioni A doorknob
can punch a remark-

ably clean-looking hole,

but chances are the

surrounding drywall will be
cracked and weakened.

So the first thing to do
is cut out the area using
a drywall saw to make a
6"-square opening. This

should remove the damaged
dr1.wall. Plus, it's much
easier to cut a square patch
than a round one.

Next, fit a couple of
scraps into the the opening,
and drive screws through
the drywall into the scraps

to secure them so they span
the opening (Illustration).

Now cut a piece of drywall
to fit, and then screw it to
the scraps.

Now you can tape and
fill the seams using the tips
on pages 80 and 81. Spray
on a bit of texture, and
you're ready to paint.

Screw scrap
block to wall i Screw patch to

scrap block

Mesh
Drywall
Tape

(t
i Apply joint
I compound

in layers to
cover tape

Cut drywall
patch to fit

fen
sTArns
Precision
Floating
Stairs

Precision
Spiral
cusro,it

Steel
Aluminum -

Stainless
Oak, Chcry, Mrplc

or Mrhogr[y
Hrndnllr & Trcadr

All Wood
with steel

structare inside

Econo Series
stock kits

Mylen Strirs Inc. - Strir maken for over 50 yerrs.
710 Washlngton St , Peeksklll, NY 10566

wwwury{r$im Factory Showmom Mon-Frl 9-6, Srt 9-l
Product Information Number 195Product Information Number 248



A FEW SIMPLE FIXES ENSURE A

Properly Tuned Door
I 'l: 

", Tlrcrc's a wp rtndcr ytttrr txttrior door tltdt

a//orls -so tttrrclt dir tltnttrylr tltdt 1,trrr urt-fi'cl it attytilllp 1t1111'vg
5/1r-sc 61r Arrd bcmttst' tltc door -sag.s rltrl drn,qs, tlu' dir is nbortt tltt

otrl1, 711i,,., tlt(lt ,qcts tltntrr,qlt tlrt' door tasil1,.\1t11 rtt't'd to trrtrt' rrlt

t l t t ,  dttor, btrt  t l tcrc arctt ' t  tu11, obvit trrs ad,i trstt t tctt ts.

:  '  ,r  .  The splce

tulrcler thc door is a noto-

rious spot for :rir inflltration.

Tlunkfully, tn:rny doors hrvc

:rn rrdjustable tl.rreshold for

aclrieving :r tight seal (lllrrstra-

riol). But first yor,r ncccl to

tiqlrten tl.re c'loor hinges.

Start by nraking sttrc thc'

screws th:rt attach the hinges

to the cloor are tight.Then

chcck the scrcrvs that nttach

the l.ringes to the cloor jantb.

At least one scl'cw rn each

I'rirrgc sl.rould be a lor.rg one

thrt passes through the jantb

ar.rd into thc rvrll stud (Hirqgc

Dctnil). If none is, rcplace oue

of thc existinq sct'ews in each

lr irrge with t#12 x 3" scr-cw

Now you can ldjust

the tl.rresholcl.To clo tl.ris,

lay a couplc of clollar bills

on the threshold. and then

close the cloor'.You sl-ror.rlcl

be able to pr-rll the bills out

with nroderlte lcsistance.

If thc'y slide out easily, tlu n

the screr,vs in tlre face of the

tl-lesholcl to mise it.You nr:ry

hlvc to r-epelt this scveral

tiures to get the riglrt fit.

Place dol lar
bi l l  under door
to check gap

Product lnformation Number 183



GREAT-LOOKING, DURABLE FINISHES WITH A HOME

.1

Powder Coater

Whcrr  i t  cor ) l cs  t ( )  t l r css i r rg  up  h ingcs .
h:rrrdlcs. .rnd othe r lr lu-t ln lr lc :r :-ourrt l
t l t c  honte .  | r r i r r t  t s  o t - tc r r  t l t c  cho icc .
I lu t  p : r i r r t r r rq  r r re t l l  i s  p roLr lc r r r : r t i c .
F i | s t , r l l .  t t .  t ( ) | g l t  t ( r  - l ( ' l  . l  ( ( ) t ) \ i \ -

t cn f l v  s rnoot l r  f ln is l t .  l ) . r in t  r r l so  l t , rs  : r
tctt t lcnct, t() run i l r( l  dr- ip, lrrd i t  rsn't
vcrv r lul lrble. Non thcrcls :r bcftcr
l t l tcnrlrt i r .c t<t plr i  1 1 1 - p.rn r lcl  r 'olrt i  trq.

-fLrst :rs i t  sourrcls. l .rrxvt lcr '
co : l t l i l q  i s  : t  p ro l ' r ' \5  1 ]111

r '()rsists ot-spr. l ' i rrq :r
colorct l  pon t lc:- onto
r re t r r i  . rn t l  t l te r r  b : rk i r rg
it  to :r thrr:rbic f inisl t .

Wl r . r t  rn . rkes  i t  r io rk  i s  r r
sntl l l  el t 'ctr ir ' : r l  t ' l t . rr-qe t lr ;r t

i {ets : t | | l iet l  to t l te rt tctrt l .  so t l l : t t
thc pon dcr strcks l ikc strrtrc clrtrq.
Hcltt  f i rrrr i ln ()\ 'ct) t ' l t rscs t lre

pon,clcr to "rrrcl t ."  ( ' l - l r is t :rn bc .r strrn-

HOME POWDER-COATING

tl: t r t l  ovctr  or '  , rn ine r |crrsrve to, tstct '
( , \ L ' t )  . i r r r t , l , , r r ' r  l ) l . l t ) , , 1 )  L r . i I ] !  i t  l i , r

l , ' , ' , 1 . 1  f l t r '  I i . \ t r l t  i \  (  ( ) l ) \ r \ t ( . I | t .  ( . \ ! . r r

cok r r  : r n t l  . r  i r r r r s l t  t J r : r r l s  n to l c  c l r i p -

, r r r t l  t . r t l t . - t i . s r . r . r r r t  t l t . r r r  1 r . r i r r t .
I t^r ' t lcr  cOl t t t r rq \ \ ,s tc l l ) \  t rsct l  to [ rc

t l r t t tc  exl lc t  ls iVc.  l tLt t  rer 'e l l  t  l t t lV l rnccs

huvc : r l l rxvr ' t l  |  ) lYcrs to t ' rcute t l rerr

o \ \  I l  (  ' ) . l t i l l { \  t t . i i l q  . r t t  I I t (  \ l \ r . n \ t \ ! '

porvr lcr- t 'o l r t t r tq tool  f iorr I  ( l r : r f tsrn l rn

( I I roro,  l t t Iot t , ) . ' f  i tc  pou dcls t l ) i l f  c i l r l

bc t rset l  u i rh t l r is  tool  . r r -e .n ' : r i l . r [ r lc  in

rr  r lu rv r l i  f l i ' rcrr t  colors.  ter f  rn 'es.  l r r  r t l

slrecr rs /.\iriry'r,i r, lx'l p1 1, si,pl 1 1 1. ( .t':tfisr r t.l I

of lcrs lO t i i t l t  t 'c l t t  t  o]ors on t ] tc i t '

n  cbsi tc ( (  . r ' r r t isr  r  r r r r r .cor  r  t ) .  : rnr l  t l  rerc : r r t '

t lozerrs o i fou 'ders ln: r i l : r l r le  f iorr  ot l r t ' r

supp l r e r s  ( s r r cJ t  . r s  (  ) r r sne l l l ) l ; r t i r r g . co r r r ) .

C lean  I t -  l l e  t i r r e  t l r c  pou  t l c r

c r r n  l r c  : r pp l i c t l ,  i t ' s  c l r t i t ' e l  t i r r r t  x r r r

r cn ro \ / c  , l l l y  n r s t .  d i r t ,  o r -  p r c - : r pp l i cd

KIT

Powder coatrng at home
is possib le thanks to th is
S 1 90 kit from Craftsman,
plus a special colored
powder.

*

.*.1 \ - r

l[-i
I,

\ '
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finisl-r on the hl'c|varc.Thc bcst rv:tv

t o  J o  r h . r t  i \  t ( )  \ o , r k  t l t c  f . i t ' t r ' i r t
Lrcquel thinrtcl  ovcrl i ight.Thetr sclub

it  rvi th :r u' i le bl ist le blush to qet

dorvn to brirc nictrrl (l:i.g. l).

Charge It-To rlct tl.rc ;rorvclc'r
to cling tci thc h:rrclrv:rrc, you neecl tcr

:rppl,v ru'r c'lectric:rl chlr-rc to it.With

thc ( lrrrf tsrrnn svstcnr, thts rs rtccott i

plishecl r.r'ith rr gr-or.rncl rvire thlt lr.rns

fronr thc pou'el prrck of thc' tool anr'l

gcts clippccl fo thc hlrclr'vrtt-e.

I f  yor.r u' lnt to co.rt  nrult iplc

plrts, j r .rst cor) l)cct thc qxruncl rvi lc

t ( )  , l  n ) ( ' t . r l  t r , l \ ' .  t l l (  r r ' l r ) '  ,  l r , r lg i r r {  t l t c

cn t i rc  su l t i l cc .Then sc t  r r l l  the  i t c r r rs

to bc cc'ntccl on i t .  l t 's : t lso :t  qoocl

iclclr to corrcf thc tr ' ;rv rvi th : t lutt t i l t t t t i l

f i r i l ,  so vou cun lcr, lsc i t .  Ancl this rv:ry,

thc t lrry rvor] ' t  gct porvclcr-corttccl,

u,hiclr cor.r lcl  intcrfc'r 'c u, i th thc

clcctr- ic:r l  clrrrrqc.

IJc lrvlrrc thlrt t>rrcc vou c()llt tl)c

purts, thc ;rorvclcr u'ill gct knockccl ofi

i f  you touch thcrn, so h:rrrcl lc thc trrrv

c:rrefirlly. If you clo touch u pilrt, thouqh,
just rccorrt thc rrrcrr yoLr touclrccl.

If you h:rvc llnv piu'ts th:tt volt rv:ttrt

to lc:rvc ur)c()iltccl (strch lrs ()r) t]rc (lool'

h:u'tlrvurc ()n p:lgc 30), vou'll ncccl t<r

wrip thcilr rvith :r s;'rcci:rl hiuh tcrrrpcr-

:rtu|c ni:rsking trpc.This tepc is :rr'rtil:tblc

tnln :ury pou,cicr-co:rtinq supplicr.

Coat It-Tir ;rppl1, tlrc porvclcr'

coirting, stllrt bv lolrdirrg thc t'cutor,:tblc

c:rrtriclqc of thc tool rvith porvclct-

//-'ig. 2).Then rcconrcct thc c:rrtric'lsc,

:rrrcl press thc triqqcl' to lclcusc :t

A number of classic and
antique colors and sheens
are available, such as this
glossy Pearlescent White.

1l To get the powder to adhere properly,
scrub all the finish off the hardware using
lacquer thinner and a wire brush.

2l Remove the cartridge from the tool,
and load it with the colored powder.
Any powder that's not used is reusable.

3l After charging the tray, spray the
powder across the pieces unti l they're
r n m n l o t o l r r  c n r r o r o d

f l rrc rrr ist onto t l)c hart lu' :rrc ( l : i ,q..11.

I{ecp sprrryirru ur)til rl)c lrrrrclu,:rrc is

corrrplctcly coi l tccl,  l t  r  tcl  lurv lrclcl i t iolr:r l

| (  ) \ \ ' r ler slre. l i  t  t t f  t l rr '  i t t  t ' t . rr 'e.

Bake It-Ti) curc thc l.rtxvclcr',
sct thc ovcr) (usurrl lv :r t  :rrorurcl - l(X)o

4l Bake the hardware at the desired t ime

and temperature to get the powder to

melt and fuse to the metal.

f i rr  ,0 to 30 rrr inutcs), rncl calcf ir l ly

plrrcc thc tlly insiclc. As thc por'vcler
"b:rkcs," you' l l  scc i t  ulaciu:r l ly nrclt

to pr '<rr lucc :r snrooth coatinq ( l : i .q. 1).

Aftcl  bukirrg,.yust :r lkrw t]rc h:rrch,vl 'e

t .  r ' r ro l . . r r t r l  i t ' r  t - , ' , t r l y  ro  t r r . .  tE f l

COLORFUL POWDER.COATI NG OPTIONS

,

\#
A Transparent Red finish
allows a hint of the brass be-
neath to show through the
vivid color.

Gold Vein powder produces a
crackled, textured finish with
hints of gold fleck mixed with
glossy black.

Another eye-catching finish
is Sparkling Granny Smith
Its bold green color is
enhanced with silver f lecks.
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Waste
Piece

NO-FAIL APPROACH TO

Removins
aWall Stfd

Don't let wall studs dictate where a built-in
fike the display niche (pg. 66) goes. lf one's in
the way, remove it and reinforce the opening.

i I Lay out the location of the niche on the wall.
2] Cut an opening in the drywall 3" taller and 6" wider
than the niche using a utiliry knife (Illustratiort, top right).
3 | Set your circular saw for a full-depth cut. Cut

2Tz" Pocket
Screw

carefully across the stud near the top and
bottonr of the opening (Photo, above).
4l Use a hand saw to complete each cut (lnset).

5J Carefully pull the stud free. Note: This
may pull some screws through the dr)'wall on
the backside of the stud.You'll need to patch
these holes with joint compound.

6l Cut 2x4 "header" and "sill" pieces to fit
between the studs adjacent to the opening.
Screw them to the two exposed ends of the
cut-offstud, and to the adjacent studs with
pocket screws (Illustration, bottom right).
7] Cut two "trimrner" pieces to fit between
the header and sill. Screw them in place with
pocket screws on either side of where the
display niche will be mounted.

El Install the display niche (page 68).-Ihen
patch in drywall, and mud and tape the dr)'wall
joints to create a smooth, flat suface around
the niche. (For more on this, see page 80.)

E(.

il
til
U

tr

T
L]

h
Drywall '
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add easy

elegance

uuith

aint and glaze ere a great way

to add color to an otherwise

ordinarv piece of furniture.

This sideboard is a perfect example.
But you also can take it a step
further and add a simple motif like
this pear design.

This is possible with a unique
faux-finishing product known as
Wood lcing, a creamy, water-based
product with the consistency (and
look) ofpeanut butter.By applying
the icing over stencils that are
attached to the piece, you can create
the decorative details you see here.

This pear design requires three
stencils: a grid stencil to create a back-
drop, and wvo overlapping stencils for
the pears. (See the Buyer's Cuide on
page 40 for sources ofstencils and
supplies you'll need for this and other
Wood Icing projects.)

Paint Base Coat-The first step
of this, or any'Wood lcing project,
is to apply a base coat of paint.We
sanded the sideboard first with 220-
grit sandpaper and then brushed on
a coat of the white base paint that's
included with theWood Icing kit.

Optional Crackle-After the
paint dries, you may choose to add a
"fissure medium," or crackle medium,
as itt sometimes called (Fig. 1). (This
product is also included with the
Wood Icing kit.) It causes the icing
to develop small cracks and fissures,
producing an antique look.

Background Grid-Once the
crackle skins over (in about an hour),

it's time to use the grid stencil to
create the background design.To do
that, first spread on the Wood Icing
(Fig. 2). Now lightly mist the icing
with a spray bottle of water to prevent
the grid from sticking. Next, press the

grid into the wet icing (Fig. 3),and
carefully lift it offto leave the grid
pattern behind (Fig. q. Let the icing
dry overnight, and then sand it lighdy
with a 220-grit sanding block to
remove any imperfections.

start with a base, add a grid

1l lf you want a "crackled" appearance,
roll "f issure medium" onto the door panel.
This wil l cause cracks to form in the icing.

2l Use a putty knife to apply a thin
(7s ) layer of Wood lcing. You can leave
some of the ridges to add interest.

3l To imprint the background design,
use the putty knife to press the grid
stencil into the icing.

4l Carefully peel up the stencil, and
remove it from the door panel. Let the
icing dry overnight before proceeding.

':. lLF-: 
!) ":
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PAINT POWER:

5 ]  r . 1 : c , r  r n  i r ' 1 o : , p r i l , t c l . r  i l t i r r  1 . r y l r

o l  t  t t r t l  o \ / i , l  i i l r ,  , , i { | r | 1 .  
l i t , , t  i l i ( . t (  i l l ( l

. l  c , l i l i '  A | ]  y t r L i  \ ' r , o i l i  \ i o l l r  \ , ' \ r , r ! ' { l ( r i ) s t ,

l c , l V i " . o l l r { ,  i ) l  t l r (  r r ( l a l r , . , , i r l (  r t l ) i ) l t i , ,  l ( )

, r ( l ( i  ( 1 ( , 1 ) l l t , l t t l  i 1 i \ i 1 r  r . ,

BUYER'5 GUIDE

make the pear motif
With thc qnrl  prrt tcr-n conrple tc. l ,orr
cl l l r  qct st:rf tccl ()n t lrc pc:r|  ntofrf-.  I t 's

crc.rtccl Nit l t  tNo ovcrlrtppitrg stcrrci ls

t i r r r t  cor r rc  togc thc l '  j t r  . r  sc t .T l tc  t l l s t
stcnci l  cfclrtcs thc pg11-.. , .  stcl i l .  i l l td
lcrrvcs /1I i tr tur, / t l i ) .  :rnd thc scconti  :r t l ls

ovcrlrrppirru I  c:r 'cs /1)/r ir t tr ,  /rr ' / rr i  rr .
Mirror Images- ()rrc othcr

i  rrrport:rrrt  r)()tc . l l )()ut f  l t rs p11'1i1'11111-

pnr jcc t :Wc ner r tcc l  thc  r r ro t i t i  on  thc
rloors to bc rrr ir-nr irrr l tqcs.Th:l t ls c: ls1ly
: rccor r rp l i shcc l  bv  f l ipp inu  t l t c  s tc r rc r ls

f i r r r r r  o r rc  ck ro l  to  t l t c  r re r t .  ( ) i co t r rse .

vou ' l l  ne  cc l  to  n r : rkc  \u rc  thc  s tc t rc i l s
.u'c oricntcrl  corrc(-t lv to st. l l ' t  of i .  For'
t J r i s  pnr jcc t ,  t l r . r t  r r rc : rn t  pos i t io r l i r rg  t l rc
pci lr  stcnrs so t lrcv poirrtci l  in tonlrnl
t l rc siclclro:rrdls t lr-rru,crs ( l l roto, pa,gt .) l l ) .

Attach the First Stenci l-Wit ir

t l r l r r  r r r  t t t i : rd ,  qo  l t l r c r r t l  . r r r t l  sc t  t l t c
f l rs t  s tc r rc r l  o r )  o r )e  o i t l r c  doors .We

f()sit ioncd thc stcnci l  so thc pclr

r lcsiqrr u' : ts ccntcr-ccl ol l  t l tc ( ioor

prrncl :rrrr l  thcn t:rpcd i t  i rr  plucc.TJtc

t , t l l r '  l l t i ' \ ' r ' l ) t \  t l t t  s l t ' r r r ' r I  t i r r r r  . l r i l i i r r q

:rxrurrt l .  n'hich uoulr l  luirr t l rc r lcsiqn.
I t ' s  l r l so  rn rpo l t l rn t  to  t r lns fc l  t l t c

rcqtstr: t t iorr rrr i l 'ks (t i runrl  ()n l l tost

rrrLrl tr- lrn'cr stcrrci ls) to thc r ' loor.

Tlt . t t  n:rr, ,  vou' l l  bc rr lr lc to loc;rtc f ] tc
r r ' r  t r i l r l  s tCt t r ' i l  . r r ' r  t t t - . t t r ' l r .

Not '  Ioul 'c i-cuclv to rrpplt '  thc

W<rotl  Icinq. As rorr c;ut sce irr 1: ig.

. i .  th rs  rs . jL rs t  l i kc  i c ing  r r  cukc .  Use r r
kn i tc  to  sp lc : rd  t l t c  i r ' i r rg : l cnrss  f l rc
s te r rc i l ,  t r l l i nq  i r r  t l t c  c r r to t r ts .  Hcrc
ltqrl in. r lon't  n orr\ '  ;rbout qctt lnq i t

r rbso l r r tc l t  snro<>t l r .  I { rdccs  . r r rd  r ipp lcs
rur ' l t l  tcrtrr le to t lrc dcsiqtr.

( ) r rcc  th . r t ' s  done ,  c . r rc f i r l l v
rc l l r ( ) \ ' c  thc  s tcnc i l  1 / : ig .  6 , ) .V t t r  r r r ; r1 ,
no t ice  u  tc r i  lo r - rq l r  c r lqcs  l tn t r rn t l  t l t c
c lcs ig r t ,  b r r t  don ' t  uor l r , . Jus t  l c t  t l t c
ic i r ru  d r - ,v  ovcrn iqh t .  r r r r l  thcn  r rsc
22{  ) -g r i ;  s : r r r t lp r r l . rc r -  to  "knock  r lon  n"

t l rc  rough c i lqcs .

Second Stenci l-Non i t ls. just rr
t t t : r t t c r  o ipos i t ion tnq  thc  sccont l  s tcnc i l
ott  t l rc door .r:rd : t i t l i rrq trrorc Wootl
Icirrs t() conrplctc t lrc rtrot i f  1, l i 'g, 7/.

Second Door -Whcr )  \ , ( )u  qc t

r -c ; r t i v  to  rcpc16 1 l1g  process  ( ) l r  thc
scr 'o r r t l  door ,  renrc l rL rc l  to  H ip  t l rc
s te  nc i l s .  And r lo t r ' t  f i ) rgc f  to  c l r : r r r  thc
i r  i r t q  r t f i  t l t L  . t l t t t  t l .  l \ ( ' l i r r ( '  \  ( ) 1  1 \ ( '
t l r c rn  l rq : r i r r .

\4\ t )

"4 1 ' i ,i

6]  Or r r  i ,  v t - r L t  l r , r i ' t ,  , r l - r l t l i r ' , 1

i i r i t  (  i l . l ,  l r l r ' l  t r l r  l l r i ,  . , l r , r r i  I

I I r r , i r  t l i  l i r l  r r n q  r l t y .

l l  l r : , i '  t i r t ,  i ( , ! 1 , , { r ' i i i  ( ) |  l l . l i ( S

o t r  l l t . :  ' , i t i t l l s  i . r . ;  L ' l t , , i r  r ,

. l r ' , . . ) r ' , , r , { r

f . i r r , ' , ccor rc l  s l ( . l c r i .  I  l l e r r r
. r l r p l y  i l r c  t c l r q  a r r r l  p r : e l  l o
i l r r : , , I r ,  r t . r l  j L t : l  . r : '  l r l f o r i r
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highlight with color
A [crv f irr :r l  tou('he\ - l ' : r i rr t .  Sl lzt ' .  ;rnd.

if vor.r rvlr-rt, sonie gilt clcrrnr-:rt'e lll

th:it\ needed to contplcte youl r:rise'd-

stcnci l  nr:rsterpiecc.

Start with Paint-We st:rrtecl

by printing thc cloor prrnels witl.r tl.re

snnre basc color paint uscci on the

sicleboard.We clic'l this so the ql;rze,

r,vl'r i c h i s s e n.t i -tnt n s 1-r :r t'e Ir t, rvo tt I cl h :ive

Ihc  s : t t t t c  "o ld - r i t , r - I ,1 "  e  t l c r ' t  i l c r (xs

the cutire piece of f i rr-nitulc. Stult  bv

brrrshine t l .rc '  door'  ( l ; i .q. 8),: t t tcl  fhcrr

srvitch to r snirr l l  lol lcl  to stt tooth thc

p:r int befolc :rpplying thc gl irzc.

Add Glaze-Non voui 'c t 'crt t lv

to :rclcl thc glrrzc.Wc r.rsecl the nvo

AclunGllzc proclncts shorvrr irr  thc

htycr 's ()rr idc on pitsc -10. Aftcr-

r r r i r i r rg  t l te r t t  to r l . ' r l t . t  i r t  t l t t  p r ' ( ) [ ) ( ' r '

r :r t io, blush the gl:rzc onto thc tkrot '

( l j rq' .  9/.Thcn srvitch to cl.rccscclot l t

to renrove sonrc of t l rc gl lzc, rts

shorvn in l j ig.r.  10 €. 11.

Gil t  Cream-OIrc f lnrt l  t lctrr i l

vou rrr ly wlrt  to t ly is to highl ight

thc cclgcs of thc pcrrs r.r ' i th nrct:r l l ic
gi l t  crcrurr ( l) l roto, pnqc . l  f  .  This rrclds

:r hirrr of sold color ' ,  nrcl i t  ct 'catcs thc

i l lusion of shrrclorvs .rrountl  thc cdscs

oithe pcrrrs, acldins f irr thcr clepth to

t l-rc clcsiqn.

Tb apply thc gi l t  crcrrnr, stru' t  bv

ptrt t inu l  snrrr l l  cl lb oi i t  ou y()ur '

f lnqer' .Thcn jr,rst l r .rb i t  rr long thc

r ' , l r1er rr l-  t l rr '  pr ' .u' \  : lnr l  lc.rve*. tH

EXPLORE THE OPTIONS

i r r ' t r r  . i J ' r  r l  . \ ' 1 l r  9 l  \ ' l r : .  t  r l , t t l :  l r ' l l i l t ' t l l . t : r t ' r , t ' t i l r  I  l l , l t t

l i t a  i - r , l \ i ' f | ] . r i  A  I , r r t l t  G t t , i ' r t  a . i i ) r . r r t i  , r i l c j  i l ! r . ' . l  l l r t t s l l

r 1 . . , : i t , j  ( r ( r v t ( r r 5  i o  c l . t i , t  r i r i ,  r . r l t \ 1 1 i i i  i l \ , ( . t  l l t r , t r t l i t t , , i l O ( ) r

1 I . j  l u  ; i t . t i . . i '  l l r ! '  i r L r  l ' '  ' .

. r , , ,  i  1 . , , 1 r . . 1 : i  i i r i l t  i r r  C i . t i t , t

I  t  . L '  i t l i r j r  t t ' l r  - t f  i , r a , '
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better
KITCHEN

Old appl iances, dated cabinets,

and crumbl ing countertops may be
why you've chosen to remodel your

kitchen, but how you remodel your

kitchen is a question of design.

To truly remodel your kitchen is

to reshape the space to conform to
the way you live. And to do that,
you wi l l  need a plan.
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DESIGNERS
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laborate, form:rl nreals are occasionally pr-epared

hele. Modest nreals ar-e regularly preparcd nrrrl

eaten herc. Friends gather here for coffee and

convers:rtion.This is wher-e the n'rail sets sorted,

the phone gets answered, and the bills get p.rid.

And if you know wherc to look, you can find l}rrd-Aids,

pain relievers, and other of lifet rer.nedies inside one of the

cabinets. It is the figur-ative and literai center of this hone.

It is the kitchen.This kitchen belongs to Scott and Nancy

Schroeder, ofAdel, Iowa, and itt newly rer.uodeled.

Consult a Professional *A kitchen that nreets the

unique r.reeds of a busy fanrily as well as this one does is no

accident. Iti the product ofgood design.And good desirn

is, morc often than not, the prrcduct of a good desigrer.

TI.re Scl.rroeders connected with kitchen designer

Marcine Car.neron through Col.rsol idated Kitchens

& Fireplaces in Ulbar.rdale, Iowa. I)uring r series of

nreetings, both in the home rnd at the courprny's

showroour, M:rrcine helped the- couple priori t ize t l .reir

wish l ist rnd identi fy which wishes would be fulf i l led,

w}rich would require sonle conrproruise, and which

just couldn't  be acconrpl ished within the sc:r le and

budget ofthis project.

As you might expect, nrarry of the Schroeders'wishes

were easy to fulfill, likc a casual dining arca, a way to

clisplay their prized dir.urer-w:rrc, and a fanrily or'gnizational

cc'nter. Other, more courplicated itent, such as renlovlng

the bulkheads ar-rd creating a doorway benveen the

kitchen and front roon.r, r'equired the help of a contnctor.

Break the Rules-Of course, srantirlq wishcs is

just one job of a designer.Another iurportant role is to

find the balance between conventional wisdor.l and the

wants and needs of the homeowner.

A great exanrple of that is the location of the sink in this

kitchen-it renrains r-rnchanged 6"om the old kitchen.This

despite the fact that it violates the "wolk triansle" rule of

kitchen desigu (which dictates the locations and distances

between the sink, ranse, and lefrigerator) and ierrores the

tradition of locatir-rg tl.re sink in firont of a winclow.

However, it was impoltant to Nancy to leave the

sink where i t  w:ls to nraintain a visual connectiorl  to

the family room.Wl'r i le star.rdinq at the sink, Nlncy can

still interact with Scott at I'ris desk, watch television, or'

enjoy the fire burnirrs in the fireplace.

Of course, your wish l ist won't be the sltue :rs the

Schroeders', and yor-rr kitchen won't incluc-le the saure

challenees. But by taking ir look rt l.row the desigr.rer

and honreowner colllbor-ated on five key areas of the

this kitchen (detai led ovcr the next lbur pages), you' l l

get a sense of wl-rat a designer can brinll to yoLlr proJcct.

This China hutch was too
small  for this space and

general ly seemed to
get lost in the room.

Front Room

The front room was
disconnected from

the rest of the house
The family rarely
used this space.

The dining table
dominated this space

and blocked traffic flow
through the area.

NEW FLOOR PLAN

With the bulkhead removed, larger cabinets
could be installed to triple the storage space
This included the addition of a new pantrv.

/  The old
penrnsura

didn't  offer
a place to sit

and eat. l t  only
served to
obstruct

traffic flow

45

A creative array of
cabinets turned this

area into a family hub.

The new peninsula is perfect
for casual dining and

creates a smooth pathway
into the family room.

OLD FLOOR PLAN
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O-TIERED DINING
eat-in kitchen was a must-have

fclthe Schroeders.They knew that
t of their meals would be quick

ar! casual, so using the dining room
would be overkill.The peninsula is
the perfect solution. Its adjacency to
the refrigerator, range, microwave, and
workspace makes it the ided place
to prepare and enjoy a quick meal or
snack (Photo, right).

A less obvious benefit ofthe
peninsula is the way it funnels traffic
from the front entry hallway, past
the kitchen, and into the family
room (Floor PIan, page 45l.And since
these are the main living spaces in
the home, having them so logically
connected makes moving around the
house very efiicient and comfortable
for the family.

It also became much easier to move
between the kitchen and the formal
dining room (formerly an under-used,
undefined"fiont rcom") thanls to a
new opening insalled by fte Schroeden'
conbactor (PhoA below).This accom-
modates more elaborate dining and is an
excellent example ofhow good kitchen
design can impact the entire home.

| \  . l , l l , l ( ' i - ' i i (  \  i i )  l ; i '  , " r . ' l l ' i r l , ' l ' ' r l i l i

I  . l  - . ,  . ,  I  i  : .  I

l ( ,  . 1  r , l ; i r l * .  i , i r . . l i , . i i  i : l i \ ; \

1 .  1 t  r i
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TRI E-CAPACIry CABINETS
ing rhe bulkheads (a job the

roeders left to their contractor)

ened up space for 36"-tall wall
cabinets (rather than the 24"-tall

that were there before). It also

allowed Marcine to include fivo floor-

to-ceiling pantries in the kitchen: one

for canned and dry goods storage, the

other as part of the family hub.All told,

the available storage space more than

trioled that of the old kitchen.

CREATIVELY
storage space 1s one uDng; orga-

is something else altogether.

Forrultely, the cabinets they selected
istokraft have several orsani-
options available, including

drawer dividers, slide-out trays, and lazy

Susans to maxinrize the space.

Of course, you can also choose

from a huge selection ofadd-on

organizers that are readily available on

store shelves (see page 72for more).
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AMILY HUB
ly the most unique feature of
chen is the "family hub" (Photo,

iarea was previously occupied
by alhina hutch, which was neither
the BEst use ofthe space nor the best
location for the hutch. So the hutch

was moved into the dining roorn, and

the family hub took shape.

The hub is really a variation on

the mini offrce thati now common in

modern kitchens.There's no desk and

no computeg but this is still the home's

nerve center. And it was easily accom-

plished using ordinary kitchen cabinets.
An "appliance garage" is the perfect

place to centralize the home phone,

along with cell phones and chargers.
It lets you store them out of sight to
avoid visual clttter (Photo, below).

Inside a full-height pantry, Nancy

uses baskets to sort mail and other
personal items for the family.

And, fittingly, a bank of apothecary

drawers serves as a family-health

and first-aid station with vitamins,

bandages, aspirins, and other comforts.
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ENHANCED LIGHTING
with removing bulkheads

and ing in a new doorway,the

ers enlisted their contractor

new lighting in the kitchen.
fwas actually at the urging offriends

who e4presed regret at not adding more
lighs during their ovrn kitchen remodel.

To spare Scott and Nancy the same
disappointment, their conffactor added
recessed lights in the ceiling, puck
lights underneath the wall cabinets,
and pendant lights above the peninsula.
Dimmer switches let the homeowners
control how brighdy, or intimately, the
kitchen is lit at any given time.]I-

- Written by Bill Link, illustrated by
Kim Downing

BUYER'S GUIDE:
KITCHEN DESIGN SERVICE
consolidated Kitchens I Fireplaces
800.888.2667
CKFCO.com

KITCHEN CABINETS
Arlstokraft
812.482.2527
Aristokraft.com

COUNTERTOPS
wilsonart lnternational
800.433.3222
Wilsonart.com

APPLIANCES
LG Electronics
800.243.0000
LGE.com

SINK A FAUCET
Moen
800.289.6535
Moen.com

TILE FLOOR
Edge Flooring
800.222.6828
EdoeFloorino.com

PENINSUI.A LEGS
Osborne Wood Products
800.849.8876
BuvKitchenLegs2.com
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I Floating Floor Tile

nstll l i rrg rr t i lc f lxl '  is :r  siznblc urrclcrtrrking.
Ancl oul lronrcou'ncrs, lvi th rhcir l inr i tccl

crpcricncc :rnri  busy l i fc 'stylc, wcrcn't  sure
it  n'rrs rr job thcy coulcl trrke on. A "f lo;rt inq"

tilc lloor, though, nrcrrnt this pr-crject '"vls r,vc'll

u, i t l r in thc r:rnsc of t l r is frrnri lvls abi l i t ics.
I f  youi-c not funri l i : rr  rvi th :r f l tut ing f loor, i t \

sinrplv I  f i rrrsl tccl l lool thnt isn't  rrt tachccl to t l tc
srrLrfloor (-rt'r'7'/rc I:Iontitr,q "Ed,qc," p,ryc 5I).

In thc' crse of tilc, tlnt lllerllts lto ntastic or
thinsc't:rc'lhcsivc.The :rrlvlnt:tgcs of that :lle nlilny
Filst, no nrlstic or- thinsct nreans rro sticky uress. Ancl

WORKBENCH APRIL 2OO7

it rrlso rrrcuns rro tintc pl'cssr.uc to l:ty tilcs bclorc thc
:rclhcsivc scts up. M:rybc nrorr,' rrrc:rrriugftrl, tlrough, is
th:rt :r flo:rting floor lcts vou rvork in short bursts if
th:rtls rvhrrt voLrr schcclr.rle clentrurtls. lf wru only h:rvc
:t couple' hours crrch niql'rt to rvork on the floor, you

c'lon't lose tiurc nrixinq thinsc't br'file you can lay
tile,:rnc'l thcrcls no clc:uttp rrt thc cncl oithc night
rv l te r t  v t ru l i ' n ' , r ( l y  t ( )  e . r l l  i t ,1 r i t s .

C)f course, i t 's :r lso rvor-th ntcntioninq thrrt
f lort inq f lools crn be instal lccl cl irect ly on top of
exist inq vinyl or l inolcunr f looring, rvhich cln
slve l  lot of rvork telr ing or.rt  olcl  l loor coverinq
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THE FLOATING "EDGE"
Floating floors, or f loors that are
not nailed, screwed, or glued
to the subfloor, are nothing
new. Laminate floors have been
installed this way for decades.
But only in the last three years
has ti le been available for
floating installations.

Edge Flooring led the way
with their system of inter-
lock ing t i le  "panels."  Each
panel consists of two granite
or porcelain ti les adhered to a
backer board. The backer board
is made from engineered
lumber s imi lar  to  hard-
board. The panels lock
together with tongue
and groove connections
(Photos, below).

Two other key components
in the system are flexible grout
and a rubberized underlayment
(Cutaway View, below). lhese
combine to allow the floor system
to flex, bend, and move. This
movement is virtually impercep-
tible as you walk on the ti le, but
makes it less likely that the tile or
grout will crack from heavy traffic
or from the natural shift ing and
settling that occurs in
al l  bu i ld ings.

Engineered wood backer
boards are durable whi le
mainta in ing some f lex ib i l i ty

Rubberized Underlayment

Subf loor

:- .zt-

\--rr'-

/r'-r

The tongue and groove con-
nections serve as hinges to let
the tile flex without breaking.

A l l  o i t l r ; r t  r ro tu i ths t :u r t l i r rg .  r r rs t i l l l i ng  : l

Holt irrq t i lc t lool is rrot rrer 'ess:r- i l l  t i rolproof-.  Artd

\\ 'c c: ln' t  conrplctclV lgrce \\  i t l r  Ir ]gc Floori t tg's

lrsscr-t ion th:rt  this svstent is i- t ' rr . trkrt l . lv f ; tstcr-t l t : tr t

coln'crrt ior:r l  t i lc. l lut i t  tkrer l t .rke f irr  l t  qrcrtt-

look i r rg  t loo l  u i thout  : r  lo t  o t ' t l re  h r tss le  r r t t c l  t t t css

of lr  nrorc tr:rditrorr lr l  t i lc f loor rnst.r l l : t t ior l .

Tlrc ncrt t\\() pxgcs prxitlc lur ovct'r'icn oiout-

f loetinq t i lc l lool insfrr l l rr t ion.VrLrr ir  tst: t l l : t t ion u, i l l

ccrtlinlv ditlcl tionr ours. but this shoultl provirlc

rrn iclcrr oitltc stcps irtr"olvctl to hclp xru clccidc' ii

:r flo:rtinq tilc floor is thc' richt choicc firt't'ott.

I
l

Tape at
Joints
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Plan, Prep, I Install
Any floor installation, whether fixed or floating, wood
or tile, requires a floor plan. Some key functions of floor
planning are to select a starting point, determine a pattern,
and avoid courses that end in very small slivers of tile.

The easiest way to create a plan is to work literally
right on the floor. Simply lay out nvo dry courses of tile
(one lengthwise, one widthwise in the room) ro see how
the tile will fit between fixed points (see lllustration).

To get started,you need to decide
what area of the room yov arc ffiost
concerned with having a s).mmetrical

tile pattern in. I know you want the
entire room to be perfecdy balanced,
but that can be very difiicult, ifnot
impossible to achieve.

The trick is to focus on the
areas where the tile arrangement
is most noticeable, like the front

entry hallway in this house. If the
tile in this hallway looks bad, itt
the first thing people will notice
when they walk in the door.

STEP 1
Choose a starting point based on which
area of the room requires the best-
looking installation. We chose the front
door, so we could establish a balanced
installation down the long front entry
hallway-an important first impression
to anyone coming through the door.

STEP 2
Lay out the first course of tile from your
starting point (A) to the farthest wall or
stopping point (B). Notice how we had to
stagger this dry course to get around the
knee wall and stairs.

This course helped us determine that
we needed to cut the first tile (near the
front door) to avoid small tiles on the
opposite wall.

STEP 3
Lay out a second course of tile, perpen-
dicular to the first. to check the fit in the
other direction (between points E and
F). In this kitchen, the last tile at each
end of this course would have to be cut.
Fortunately, these tiles were large enough
that they still looked attractive.

First Course-With the front door (A) as thc srarring
point, we extended our first dry course down the hallway
and to the far wall (B).'We learned rwo things by doing
this. First, we'd need to start with a half-width tile at the
door to avoid having a very narrow course along the
opposite wall.This would have been especially noticeable
in the doorway (C) between the kitchen and the family
room, another important focal point in this r-oom.

Second, we established that
centering tiles down the length of the
hallway (rather than centering a grour
line) would create the most attractive
pattern in this area (D).

Second Course-Now with the
dry hallway course still laid out, we
ran a second course perpendicular to
this one.

As luck would have it, the tile
ended nicely at both ends ofthe
room (E and F).We would still have
to cut t i les at the ends ofthese runs,
but we wouldn't  be cutt ing any
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slivers. Had it not worked out this well, we would've had
to reconsider centering the tile in the hallway.

That really is the nature of a floor plan. In order for the
tile to look perGct in one area, another area may have to
suffer. But as long as you plan carefirlly and look for compro-
mises, you should be able to create a balanced installation, and
that always looks better than perGction in any single area.

Floor Prep-After planning comes floor prep.You'll
need a relatively flat and sound floor to install the new
tile on top of.As I mentioned before, there's no need to
remove old vinyl or linoleum flooring.You can just install
the floating floor right over the top of it. However, our
existing vinyl floor did present one problem that we had
to deal with before we could install the new tile.

'W'hen 
we removed the old kitchen cabinets, we

uncovered bare floor. There was no vinyl flooring in
these areas, and the new cabinets weren't being installed
in the same locations.We had to filI these spots, so they
were level with the rest of the floor.We accomplished
that by filling these areas with inexpensive, peel-and-stick
vinyl tiles that we purchased at a home center for this
very purpose (Fig. 1, aboue).

One final detail we added before beginning the tile
installation was to install 3/+"-thick plywood platforms
for the new cabinets to sit on (Fig. 2, above).This way, we
could install tile right up to where the cabinets would
be without having the cabinets in the way. And since a
floating floor isnt meant to have cabinets mounted on top
of it, the platforms solved that problem, as well.This also
elevated the cabinets to the same height as the new floor.

Installation-From here, our tile installation was
largely by the book.The series of Photos,below, shows the
basic steps of the installation. For a more detailed over-
view, you can visit EdgeFlooring.com to download the
complete manual and watch videos of tile being installed.

All told, it took us three dap, or about twenty-four working
hours, to install 250 square feet of tile-a little slower than
Edge Flooring would have you believe, but not unreasonable.

And itt worth noting that not all of our tile panels
clicked together effordessly.A few ofthem had to be
"persuaded" with a mallet and a tapping block.

Nonetheless, when our floor was complete, we werent
exactly walking on air, but we were certainly floatingl lT

-Written by Bill Link,illustrated by Kim Downing

:}F
vry'i:

I' . \

1] Self-adhesive vinyl tiles were
a simple way to fill the foot-
prints left by the old cabinets.

2] With careful measurement
and cutting, we built plat-
forms for the new cabinets.

3] Roll out the rubberized
underlayment, foil side
down, and tape the seams.

7] Install transitions in the
doorways. Use the ones
provided, or make your own.

4] Use a ti le panel as a guide
as you cut door jambs, so
the ti le can fit underneath.

5] Cut tile using your circular
saw or jig saw equipped with
blades from Edge Flooring

6l lt's important to stagger
the panels as you install them
to avoid a continuous seam.

8l Apply Edge Flooring grout
using a caulk gun or from
oressurized cans.

9] Use a sponge float to level
the grout and ensure all of the
joints are completely filled.

101 €lean up excess grout with
a damp sponge and special
wipes from Edge Flooring.
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I PROBLEMS &

SOLUTIONS
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SECOND: Locate the high point on
the floor, and transfer it to

the wall (Detail, left)

use filler strips.The Illustration, above, rs

an overview ofour kitchen and how

our site survey played out.

Establish Level Lines-The

nlost important alignrlent references

in any cabinet installation are the level

lines that represent the top ofthe base

cabinets and the bottom ofthe upper

cabinets.To establish these lines, you

actually need to start on the floor.

To begin, nleasure out from the

wall 21" (the standard depth of

cabinets fronr the back edge to the

toekick). and draw a l ine palal lel  ro

the wall.This line represents where

problems, and their corresponding

solutions, over the next few pages.

You may not encounter all of

these in your kitchen. And you' l l

almost certainly find some that aren't

included here. So the goal ofthis

article is to teach you to think criti-

cally about your project and how to

identi fy potential complications.

SITE SURVEY
Conducting a thorough site survey is

the surest way to avoid problems in the

installation later.You have four goals to

accomplish with your site survey. First,

take stock of utilities that fall within the

cabinet area, and deterr-nine how they

impact your instal lat ion.l f  any electr i-

cal outlets or plumbing connections

need to be relocated, this must be done

before you can start installing cabinets.

Second, locate wall studs, so you can at-

tach cabinets to them. Use a stud finder

or a nail to locate these, and mark their

locations on the wall.Third, find any

irregularities in the floor, ceiling, and

walls, so you can establish the "level

Lines" for aligning the cabinets. Finally,

draw the outlines ofthe actual cabinets

on the walls, and decide where, or i{, to

Transfer high point
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the toekick of the cabinets will align.
It may need to be adjusted later, but
this is a good starting point.

Now you need to find the highest
point in the floor within the space
you just outlined.To do this, thor-
oughly check the entire area wirh a
6-ft. level. Keep in mind that the high
point in the floor wont necessarily be
direcdy against the wall, so dont skip
the area out by the toekick line.

Base Cabinet Level Line-Once
you find the high point, use your ievel
and a marker to transfer that "eleva-
tion" to the wall.The mark you make
on the wall represents the point where
the bottom edge of the base cabinets
must align. Some of the cabinets will
have to be shimmed to achieve that.

However, you wont be able to see
this mark once the cabinee are in place,
so you need to measure rtp 341/5" from
here to find where the top edge of the
cabinem *ill .lig*r (Fig. 1). From there,
draw a level line on the wall (pi1.2).

Upper Cabinet I*vel Line-The
level line for the bottom of the upper
cabinets can be rougtrly established
by measuring 791/t" rtp fiom the base
cabinet level line. I say rouglrly because,
ifyou're instaling cabinets that go all
the way to the ceiling, you nuty have to
adjust this line dorvn to compensate for
a low point in the ceiling.

Of coune, ifyour cabineb stop short
of the ceiling, this isnt a concern. Simply
measure up as described and mark a
level line on the wall.This is where the
bottom of the upper cabines will align.

However, the cabinets in this kitchen
do extend to the ceiling, so we spent a

few minutes on a ladder,looking for
irregularities in the ceiling with our
6-ft.level.As it turned out, we did need
to shift the level line down by 1/+" to
accommodate a low point.

Adjust the Toekick-Once the
level lines were established, we back-
tracked momentarily to double-check
the toekick line we drew on the floor
earlier. Remember that I said this line
may need to be adjusted.To determine
this, you need to map out any bumps
or bulges in the wdl.

To do that, use your 6-ft. level as a
straightedge. Hold it against the wall,
and look for any gaps between the level
and the wall. Mark any low points with
an"Ll'You'll need to shim these areas
when the cabinets are installed.

Also mark any high points with
an "H."Then measure between each
of these "bumps" on the wall and the
toekick line to ensure you have the

necessary 2Itt. If not,adjust the toekick
line to create the proper space.

Locate the Centerline-Once
the vertical alignment of the cabinem is
established, the nex thing to do is lay
out the cabinets horizontally on the
wall.This step is really only necessary
when you either need to make the
cabinets align with a particular feature
ofthe wall (ike a window), or when
*re bank of cabinets will completely
fill the space between adjacent walls.
One wall of our kitchen offered both of
these challenges.

So we began our layout by locating
the centerline of the window. Our
plan called for an upper cabinet and
a base cabinet to share this centerline
(Illustration, aboue). Thus,those were
the first cabinets we diagramed on
the wall. From there, we projected the
cabinets out toward each corner and
determined where we'd need to place

1l Locate the high point on the floor.
Transfer that elevation to the wall. and
then measure up 341/2".

2] Draw the base cabinet level line on
the wall, so you can align the top of the
cabinets to this height.

3l Outline each cabinet and any fi l ler
strips on the wall, so you'l l have a quick
reference as you're installing cabinets.
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and fit filler strips.All of this infor-
mation, of course, was diagramed
on the wall (Fig. j).

MOUNTING CABINETS
Now itt time to install tne
cabinets, and this is where all that
planning will pay off.

Whether you start with the upper
cabinets (rpp.tt) or base cabinem is
largely a matter ofpreference. Some
people like to install the uppers first
because the base cabinets wont be
in the way. Others preGr to mount
the base cabines fint and then use
them as a foundation to support the
uppers. Of coune,it may come down
to when you can armnge to have
someone around to help.You can
easily manage the base cabinets alone,
but the uppers will require a second
set ofhands.

Regardless, you'll want to
start in a corner.And ifyou have
two walls of cabinets that come
together, thatt the corner to get
started in.That way, by setting the
very first cabinet, you've established
a point ofreference for both banks
of cabinets.

The first cabinet we placed
contained alary Susan (Fig.4,
above).This presented something of
a challenge because the back ofthis
cabinet is curved to fit around the
turntable inside.That meant there
was no way to fasten it to the walls.

The solution was to attach this
cabinet to the adjoining cabinets,
and then attach this three-cabinet
assembly to the wall (Figs. 5, 6,7).

Bump in the Road-With
the first corner set, we immediately
encountered our next challenge:
a "bump-out" cabinet.This was
the first of two such cabinets we
needed to install.

There's really nothing special
about these bump-out cabinets.
They are simply standard base cabi-
nets that sit 3" proud of the cabinets
beside them (Illustrations, page 5 8).
There's also a 3" gap benveen these
cabinets and their neighbors.These
gaps get covered with a special
angled trim strip, which also serves

4] With the lazy Susan cabinet in place,

we moved the adjoining cabinets into
position to "capture" the corner unit.

5] Shim the cabinets to level them and
align them with the level line on the wall.
Also be sure to align the face frames.

7] Now drive screws through the back
of the cabinets at the shim locations to
attach the cabinets to the wall.

t * l

.  -  a . " " ' . 4 ' t

- t . . ' - ,  '  N

6l With the cabinets clamped securely
together, drill pilot holes and then drive
woodscrews through the face frames.

8l Use a compass to transfer the contour of th€ wall
onto the filler strip, then sand or cut the filler strip to
fit between the cabinet and wall.
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9l Slide the bump-out cabinet into
place. Use the angled trim strips to
fine-tune the fit.

as a means to attach the bump-out

cabinet to the cabinets nexr to it.
The trouble with these cabine6,

is that they sit away from the wall, so
there's no way to anchor them until
the cabinets on both sides of them are
insalled.And since we had only installed
cabinets on one side ofthis bump-out,
we decided to skip it for now and install

the cabinets on the other side.

That quickly brought us to the
next corner and a floor-to-ceiling

pantry.As you rrray recall from the
Cabinet Diagram lllustration, this is
where we had planned for a filler strip.
This filler strip not only enclosed the
additional space on this wall, but also
provided us with an opportuniry to
scribe this piece for a clean, gap-free
installation (see Fig. S,page 57).

Bring in the Burnp-Out-With

cabinets installed on both sides ofthe
bump-out space, we were ready to install
the bump-out cabinet iself Aligrung

this cabinet in its oversize space was no\M
easy.We just used the angled trim strips
as alignment goides (Fig 9, bn.

Once the burnp-out cabinet was in
position, we had to secure it by drMng
screws into the trim piece frorn both

sides (IJlustration, belau). That sounds

simple enough, but it proved to be
trickier than we thought.Turns out
therei not a lot ofroom for error

when driving these screws. If you drive
either of these screws at too steep of an
angle, there's a good posibility that the
point of the screw will pop through
the front of the trim piece and ruin it.

After learning this the hard way, we

decided to err on the side ofcaution
when installing the subsequenr pieces.

So we drilled the pilot holes at a very
shallow angle so that, when we drove
the screws in, the point of the screws
poked through the back face of the
trim piece slightly. The screw still had
plenry of grip, and it saved us wasting
any more trim pieces.

Burnp-out, Part 2-The second
bump-out cabinet, right next to the
dishwasher, presented its own difiicul-
ties. In fact, being right next to the
dishwasher is what made this cabinet a
problem.We couldnt attach the trim
piece to the dishwasher, which meant

that neither the trim piece nor the
cabinet would be secure.

A couple ofcleats on the side of
the cabinet solved both problems.A

58

Angled

Fh Woodscrew

Angled
Trigstrit

WORKBENCH APRIL 2OO7



long, narrow cleat tied the cabinet

to the wall behind it.And a wedge-

shaped cleat added strength to the

trim strip (Illustration, right).

More Cleats-'While we're on

the subject of cleats. you may notice

that, besides the cleats connected

to the cabinets, theret also a cleat

mounted on the wall.

This cleat is there to support the

countertop.'We had to install cleats

like this in a couple of places where

there's a break in the run of cabinets.

Hcre in the dishwasher opening

is the first place. And this cleat also

extends behind the bump-out cabinet

beside the dishwasher. Likewrse, we

installed a cleat on the wall behind the

bump-out cabinet on the adjacent wall.

Finally, we mounted cleats in the corner

behind the lazy Susan cabinet, as well.

All of the cleats are made by

cutt ing lx4s to f i t  and then screwing

them to the wall.Try to attach each

cleat to at least one wall stud.

Notes on Upper Cabinets-Apart

from having to hold the cabinets over

your head while installing them (we

reconrmend recruiting a friend for thi$,

the challenges to installing the upper

Wall- etg...,

Fh Woodscrew
i

#8 x 11/z

cabinets are very similar to installing the
base units.

Just as before, start in a corner and
work your way out (Fig. 10). Make
some "kickers" to help hold the heavy
cabinets up while you and your helper
jockey them into plumb and level.

Fh Woodscrew
I
I

E8x21h"
Fh Woodscrew

Angled
Trim Strip

And remember that it's much

more critical with these cabinets that

you screw them to studs whenever

possible.The cabinets are heavy

already, so you can imagine how

much more they will weigh when

they're full of groceries and dishes.

PROBLEMS: SOLVED
Llhimately, when your cabines are at last

installed, you may look back and realize

that you spentjust as rnuch time plan-

ning the installation as actually installing

the cabinets.What you may not realize

is how much time all that up-front

planning ultimately saved you by deahng

with difiiculties before they arose.

Of course, you can't foresee every

problem, and we certainly weren't

able to predict every possible variation

in this article. But by understanding

the fundamentals and being aware of

some common challenges, you should

be well on your way to a successful

kitchen cabinet installation.And in

the end, the satisfaction of completing

a job of this magnitude may be worth

nearly as much as the money you save

by doing it yourself. rI-

-Witten by BiLl Link, illustrated by Erich

Iage,projecl designed by Marcine Cameron

Wedge
Cleat

-t
#8 x 11/a"

;;.,1

1Ol Enlist a helper and use "kicker" boards to help support heavy upper cabinets'

A corner cabinet like this may require shimming on both walls to true it up.
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No roundover
on top edge

!/4” holes for Crossbar
Support Bracket, drilled

 after upright layers
are assembled

Drill 1” starter holes at corners,
then cut out center with a Jig Saw
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1 of 41 of 4

April 2007April 2007

®

Issue 300     Volume 63      Number 1Issue 300     Volume 63      Number 1

PARTS NAME
(1!/2" X 2!/2" X 6!#/16")

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I 
J
K
L
M

N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U
V
W
X
Y
Z

NOTE: Callout text

Callout text

Savin

Canon2#/4" 0°

FIRST: Callout text

SECOND: Callout text

THIRD: Callout text

TitleTitle Full Size Cutting PatternFull Size Cutting Pattern

Month 2007Month 2007

®

Issue 300     Volume 63      Number 1Issue 300     Volume 63      Number 1

Ti
tle

Ti
tle

Fu
ll 

Si
ze

 C
ut

tin
g
 P

a
tt

er
n

Fu
ll 

Si
ze

 C
ut

tin
g
 P

a
tt

er
n

M
on

th
 2

00
7

M
on

th
 2

00
7

®

Iss
ue

 3
00

   
  V

ol
um

e 
63

   
   

N
um

be
r 1

Iss
ue

 3
00

   
  V

ol
um

e 
63

   
   

N
um

be
r 1



No roundover
on bottom edge

Notch cut to fit topper
clamp after upright layers

are assembled

Drill 1” starter holes at corners,
then cut out center with a Jig Saw
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22”

Rout !/4” roundovers
on inside and outside

edges after upright layers
are assembled

Align marks on 
each sheet to

complete pattern

Holes, drilled in outer
layer only, for
#14 x 1!/4” Ph 

screws
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8&/8”

No roundover
on bottom edge

Notch cut to fit topper
clamp after upright layers

are assembled

Drill 1” starter holes at corners,
then cut out center with a Jig Saw
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l f  you're looking for proof that kitchen organizers
have become affordable, just walk the kitchen-
organization aisle at your local home center and
look at how many items are available for less than
510. That's right, for the price of a couple fast food
burgers, you can select from a surprisingly vast
collection of hardworking accessories that are well-
built and decent-looking. Here are just a few of the
useful items we found.

First, there's an item that does double-duty as
storage and display. lt 's a hanging stem ware

i n \ * tr\l
$#
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holder (1) that holds wine glasses out of the
way and on display below a cabinet or shelf.
Four screws and about five minutes are all you
need to install it.

To keep your silverware organized, you should
check out this wire utensil tray (2). lts chrome
finish adds a touch of style, and an open-mesh
design means those crumbs that collect in a
silvenivare tray will drop right through, so you
can easily lift out the tray and clean them from
the drawer.

lf you need a place to corral your canned
goods, it's tough to beat this simple double
shelf set (3) that mounts to the inside of a
cabinet door.

Next come two interesting options for get-
ting more from your shelf space. A three-tier
spice shelf (4) keeps spice containers visible.
and can be expanded to increase its length.
The expandable wire shelf (5) also grows to
fit the available shelf length and turns a single
shelf into two tiers of storage space.

Spend a little extra, and you can select from an array of more-
sophisticated organizers, such as this expandable drawer
organizer (6) with side compartments that adjust to fit drawers
from 18" to 24" wide. Or you can get a drop-down spice rack O).
It makes spices easy to locate and pulls down for easy access.

Whether it sits on the counter or inside a cabinet, this sliding
basket (8) aids accessibility, too, while the top serves as an extra
shelf for storing small items. And a tilt-out sink-front tray (9) puts

storage into a space that usually goes to waste: behind the false
drawer oanel that mounts to the front of most sink cabinets.
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l )o ts  to  f ind  the  s izc  tha t  you

nccc l ,  rns ta i l  th is  s l ide-ou t
po t  rack  (10)  Not  on ly  r loes
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The area under the sink is always tough
to tame because of the drain pipes that
hang down into the space. But this
two-tier under-sink organizer (1 3)
gets around the plumbing problem
with a wide lower tray and a narrow
one up top. Both are mounted on a
heavy-duty slide set that allows the
baskets to pull out (both at the same
time) for easy access.

Access is also the name of the game
with a pull-out recycling center (14).

You can find them outfitted with two
containers to fit smaller cabinets, or
with three or four containers for larger
cabinets. Of course, either type comes
equipped with slides that bring the con-
tainers out where you can reach them.

Sliding organizers work great in
standard cabinets, but not so well in
corner cabinets. That's especially true
if it 's a "blind" corner (where a cabinet
is partially blocked by the cabinet that
butts into it from the adjacent wall).
The cure in either case is a lazy Susan
(15). Some rotate on a carousel, while
others (like the one shown) pivot out
from the dead space beside the door.
Both styles reduce tofal cabinet space
because their rounded orofiles reduce
shelf area, but lazy Susans increase
proctical space by making corner
cabinets more accessible.

-Written by Dovid Stone

, .  . .  , j . ,  l :  : . , ,  .  ,  ;

Check your local home center, kitchen
store, or hardware store, and you're
likely to find versions of some or all
of the low-cost organizers shown
here. You'll also find many sources for
cabinet organizers online.

To find out more information
about the items shown in this article,
contact  the fo l lowing companies:

closetMaid
800-874-0008
ClosetMaid.com

Rev-A-Shelf
800-626-1126
Rev-A-Shelf.com

Real Organized
(available through Lowe's)
866-578-0563
LGSourcing.com

simple Human
888-988-8880
SimpleHuman.com

Amazon.com
800-201-7575
Amazon.com

Bed, Bath 6 Beyond
800-462-3966
Bed BathandBevond.com

The Container Store
a88-266-8246
r ^ n t : i n 6 r q t ^ r a . ^ m

Home Depot
800-553-3 1 99
HomeDepot.com

Lowe's
800-445-6937
Lowes.com

Organize-lt-Online
800-210-77 12
Organize-lt-Online.com

5pace Savers
800-849-72 1 0
5oaceSavers.com
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ost frames act as

backdrops to the

photographs, artwork, or

mirrors they surround.

But in this project, the focus shifts to

the frames themselves. More to the

point, the emphasis is on the colorful

paper that covers these frames.

Specifically, these frames are

covered with "art paper." It produces

this unique look without any compli-

cated painting or finishing techniques.

Papet Possibilities - If you're

not familiar with art paper, you'll

want to be. It's made-often by

hand and in far-flung parts ofthe

world-in an almost endless array of

sryles, patterns, and colors.'We chose

simple but srylish patterns of blue

and black with metallic accents for

the frames shown here.The frame on

page79 shows that you can achieve

equally stunning results with a bright,

rvhimsical pattern.

You won't find art paper at the

local o{fice-suppiy store, but it's

common in art stores, or just a few

clicks away online.Art paper is also

surprisingly affordable. Each sheet I

used (one sheet per frame) cost less

than $4 oriine (see page 79).

Picture This Option-Just as your

options are wide open for what goes

or? the frames, you also have choices for

what goes lr them.Three of the frames

at left contain mirrors.The fourth holds

a photo, and in a rather unique way, at

that. In this arrangement, the glass can't

be adhered with tape like the mirrors,

so we used two metal rods to hold the

photo and glass in place (Photo,right).
'\W'hat 

Lies Beneath -\Vhether

you build flames to hold mirrors

or photos, the construction renrains

simple. (Jnder the paper lies a backer

made of t/z" plywood.The backer is

faced with rails made fromVz" poplar

that we picked up in t\,vo stock widths
(3h" and 51h"\ at a home center.A Gw

Art Paper

NOTE: Dimensions
of frame components will
vary depending on the size
of art paper used

Cut slits for
flaps at corners

simple cuts and a little glue are all you
need to build the frames. For the photo
frame, the only difference is that you
need to drill holes for the steel rods.

Pick a Paper,Then Build-Now
that you're familiar with how the frames
are made, it's time to start building.

The first step is selecting the paper.
It has to be at least 2" longer and wider
than the frame, so that there's enough to
wrap over the frarne edges.The paper I
chose measured 20" x 30", so I made
17"-square frames.

With the dimensions determined,
cut the backer and the rails to size.
Then lay the rails on the backer to
make sure they fit correctly, but dont
glue them in place yet.

If you re going to build photo
flames, you need to drill holes for the
rods now (Illustration, ngftt). Note that
the upper holes are deeper than the
lower holes.That lets you slip the rods
into the upper holes, slide them up to
clear the lower rail, and then push them
down into the lower holes.

All that's left now is gluing the rails
to the backer. Make sure each rail is
oriented properly and the outer edges
are flush before clamping them together.

L le lo re  inse , r t inq  the  s t t t c l  rods  i r l to  the

ho lc : ,  in  th t '  f r ; rn re ,  : ;p r iy  l l l c f r t  w t t l r

lacquer  to  g ive  them a  g lossy  f in is l t .

WIDE FRAME RAIL
(1/2" x51/z" x cut to fit)

Mirror

\

||l
\

NARROW
FRAME RAIL

(/2" x3t/z" x cut to fit)

7a" holes,
1"  deep\

Te" Steel Rod,
9" long

\

Va" norcs,--/\ I
Tz" deep ,,iYn
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2 l  Use a  sharp  u t i l i t y  kn i fe  and a  1" -w ide

spacer to cut off  the excess paper and
create  the  f  laps  tha t  w i l l  wrap  the  edges.

3 l  Cut  a  s l i t  a t  each corner ,  a l igned w i th
the inslde edge of the spacer. This cre-
a tes  a  f lap  tha t  le ts  you fo ld  the  paper .

PAPER MAKES

The Project
Thc :tsscrrrbleci f i ' : rnres nr:rv not look

l ikc rnLrch vct, br.rt  t l rut ls rrbor-rt  to

ch:rrrsc. I t 's the' plper thrrt  brinss

it t t1.11'6 t9 this pt 'cr jcct.

Address the Edges-l lc ' fole

\()r.r  curr n'rap thc ir ' ; rrncs u, ' i th papcr,

thoLrgh. yt>u ncccl to plel-rrrrc thc

cdqcs .Amrr r rc l  thc  ou ts ic lc  o f  thc
f l ' : rrrrc. rrr:rkc sur-c th;rt  thc cclqcs oi

thc plr,uoocl t l tckcr '  :rnri  rrr i ls :rrc f lush

:rrcl srrrooth. I i  thct 'c :r lc l i r lgcs, sanrl

t l t ,  t t )  s t l ) , , , r t l t  r i  i t l r  X t  ) - q : ' i t  s . r r t 1 l 1 . . r p r ' r

o n  u  b l o c k .
( )n  thc  tns t r l c  e  c lqcs  o f  t l r c  r ' :u ls .

scr: l l rc i l l )v qluc thi l f  rDlr\ '  l r : l \ 'c

s r lucczcc l  ou t .Thcr )  cokr r  fhc  cc iqcs  to

conrp lcnrc r r t  thc  p : tpcr ' .  I  d td  t l ru t  rv i t l r

lu  b l : rck  pcnnur )c r ) t  n r : r rke  r - .Vr r r  c .u r

scc  t l rc  rcsu l t  in  1 : iq .  / .

Tirre for a Cover-Up-Nsu,

i t ls t i rnc to \ \ ' r :rp thc plpel ru'ouncl t ]rc

f i :uttc. I f  vouls cunrc lol lci l  Lrp, l ,rv i t

out f i )r  :r  couplc of houls to t l :r t tcrr.

Wl r i l c  th : r t l s  h lppgr l i11q ,  t r r : t sk  thc

colorccl f l ' rurrc cclgcs to prcvcrt thcnr
f i 'orrr gctt ir tLI cor,rrcr l  u i t l r  r t t l l tcsir. 'c.
A lso  n ipc  o fFenv  c ius t  o r r  t l r c  f l - : r r r rc .

Spr;rv rrclhcsivc is tlrc Perfi'ct choicc
f irr this projcct.JLrst rrr lkc surc y()r l
qct ()r)c thrrtls listed rts "rrcicl-ticc" or-
"pltoto-slfc," so i t  non't  solk thlouqh
tlrc prrpcr or t l iscolor i t .  ( l  chosc -3M
Srrpcr 77.) lJe rNv:rr-c,.r lso, th;rt  spr ' :N
. r t l l t r ' r i r ' . '  [ ]U t \  ( ) r . t l  | ( ) t \ ' t ) t  t i i l ) le \ .  \ ( )  u \ ( '  i l
irt :t ucll-r'enfil;rtccl :rre:r.

1 l  Spray  the  f rame and the  paper  w i th  adhes ive ,  and then lay  the  f rame down on the
paper. The adhesive wil l  bond almost instantly, so take care not to wrinkle the paper.

' l : :  h ,

4l After a fresh coat of adhesive, wrap the
edges. Stan with the f lapped edges Then
overlap the f laps on the mating edge.

5 l  Work your  wdy a long the edge,
making sure to pul l  the paper taut
before pressing i t  against  the f rame

6l On the face of the frame, slit an "X" in
the paper. Then hold the side of the blade
against the frame to trim off the waste.
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Now you can lay the art paper

facedown on a table or workbench.

Itb a good idea to lay down some

Kraft paper undernerth i t .

Take a Dry Run:This adhesive

bonds alnost instantiy, so it's a good

idea to do a "dry run," following Frgs.

1 through 6 atleft,to make sure you

understand the process and to ensure

that you'll be able to set the &ame

down with the paper overhanging

adequately (by at least 1") all around.

Add the Adhesive-After you're

done with the dry run, spray the

adhesive on the frame rails and the paper

following the instructions on the label.

Now rernove the masking tape from

the inside edges of the frame rails,and

then go through the procedures again.

Just remember that you're playing for

keeps this time, and this adhesive grabs

quickly. Position the frarne correctly the

first time, and you'll have no problems.

Protect the Paper-Art paper

is fairly colofast and durable, but

iti a good idea to protect it with a

clear topcoat. Once again, you want a

topcoat thatt acid-free or photo-safe. I

chose Krylon's "Preserve It" spray that's

nleant to protect digital photo prints.

It's easy to use and dries quickly.

Add the Glass-With the frar.nes

complete, you can have mirrors or glass

cut to size at a hardware store or honle

center. Have them sized %" sr-naller

than the oper.rings they'1l fit into.

Then nrount the mirrors with

mirror-r.nounting tape, which should be

available where you buy the mirror. It

wont hurt the silver on the mrrror.

For the photo fi-ame, you'll also

need to cut the %" metal rods.

Now add a hanger to the back of

each frame, nount them on the wall,

and bring a new focus on sryle to

your room. tffi

-Written by Kekey Dauis, illustrated

by Matt Scott,projcct dcsigncd h, Mike

Donouan

DIFfICUITY: Easy Weekend Project

PROIECT COST: 590 (four frames)

TOOLS: Circular saw clamps, utility knife,
hammer, sander, drill

SUPPL|ES: (1) half-sheet %" plywood, (2) %"
x31h" x72" poplar boards, (2i t12" v 5t2'
x 72" poplar boards, (4) sheets art paper
(flocked silver on black, flocked silver on blue;
Handmade-Paper.us), (1) sheet art paper for
alternate mirror (Ihai Batik Dancing Daisies;
Handmade-Paper.us), wood glue, permanent
marker, mirrors cut to fit frames, mirror tape,
3M Super 77 spray-mount adhesive, Krylon
Preserve-lt protectant spray, (4) sawtooth
frame hangers, %" steel rods (optional)

To seiect  ar t  paper to cover i l rese f ranres,

I  vrs i tecl  H.rndlr . rde.P.-rper ' .us.  I  rvas f  rank'

ly  b lo. . . r . ,n awey by t i re hurrdreds.  nr . ry,be

thousancls of  d i t icrent  t \ rpe s of  . l r - t  oaper

I t ' ,< nt . rc le i r . i  eveav colo i  . - inC crrnt  VoLi  can

r r r ag rne ,  b r r t  t ha t ' s  j L r s t  i i ' r e  beg inn  nq

vor-r  t l  f  r rc i  p. rDer :hat  iooks i rke ler ther

ie. :ves,  nret . : i .  ancl  i - r rore .
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Drywall Joints
Flat, Flawless

any home improve-

ment jobs require at
least some drywall

work.The display niche on page 66
is a perfect example.When that time
comes, there's no need to hire a profes-
siond.With the right tools and a little
know-how, you can tape and apply
"mud" (joint compound) to the seam
to produce a smooth, flat joinr.

Thpe theJointJThe first step is
to apply a strip ofspecial tape over the
joint (Fig. /).There are two types of tape:

rnesh and paper. I use mesh tape because
it\ self-adhesive.That rnakes ir easier ro
apply than paper tape, which requires

"ppbn.tg 
a bed of mud underneath it.

Bring on the Mud-With the
tape in place, it's time to apply the
first coat ofjoint compound.The
joint compound conres in one- or
five-gallon buckets.As its narne

implies, i t 's used to f i l l  rhe joints

between sheets of drywall.
Before you begin "mudding," mix

the compound to a smooth, creamy

consistency using a drill-mounted

rnixer.This removes any thick clumps

or air pockets from the compound,

which would make it difficult ro get a
smooth joint.Then just transfer some
of the mud frorn the bucket to ^ tray,
and you're all set.

Now scoop up some mud with the
knife, and spread it along thejoint,

filling the seam (Fig. 2).'Ihe goal here
is to create about a /to"-thick layer of
mud. Go over it several times to make
it smooth and flat.

One thing you'll find is that the
mud at the edges of the joint will
still be fairly thick, so you'll need to
scrape that smooth.To do that, hold
the knife at a slight angle as you

scrape along each edge (Fig. 3).Then
make another pass over the center of
the joint to smooth it.

The smoother the joint is, the less
you'll have to sand later, so it's worth
taking some time with this process.

i { ,
\il I



Also. in lnost ci lses slnoot]r the

c<>r'n1-rouncl ,r /r tr{q thc joint l inc (not

rrcloss it) to :rvoicl cl'eating .tnv t'idqes.

Tirne to Sand-As thc cotttpor.trrd

clr ics. i t  shrinks.This lcuvcs :t  snr:r l l  reccss

:rlone thc joint th:rt ncccls to bc filleil

u'itl-r nrorc joint cot.npouncl. llut bcfirr-c

rclclinq ntot'e. slncl thc rL-iccl conrpor,rrtcl

to qet it ;rs stttooth rurcl fl;rt :rs pttssitrlc

/Fi.g 4/.Thcn cl'cfirllv s'ipc rtn,:tv :urv

srrnclinq clust.

Applying More Mud-When

: rpp ly ing  thc  ucr t  cor t  o f  r r ruc l ,  thc

ir lc:r is to qnclual lv "fcrthe r" thc

crlgcs to clcutc us thin :r l : tyc'r '  ls

poss ib lc  bc tu ,ccn  thc  co t t tpounc l

encl thc u':r l l .  Esscnti : t l l1,,  vou rvnnt

to uvri t l  crc: l t i l lq rr vrsiblc "huut1-r"

o | ]  t l t c  r i r r l l  r t t t - l . t t ' c  t l l l r t s t r t t i r ' t t ,  l , . t t t
80 / .  Thr t ' s  u 'hcrc  r i  rv ic lc r ' (10" )  k r i t c

corrrcs in hlnclr ' .  Scoop nrucl ott to

th is  k r r i t c  : r lo r rq  thc  cn t i rc  lenq th  o f

i ts cclgc. :rrtcl  t l tclr  :rpplv i t  prst l ikc

l ' rcf irrc. sprcrr i l i rrq r snrooth, cvcn

l:rvcr- (. \1,r irr  l ) l toto, p,t .qr: 80).

A l tc l  l c t t rnq  thc  scconc l  co i l t  o i

conr l ,our r r l  r l l v .  s : t rc l  i t  snroo th .  I f

ru rv  L rur r rps ,  r idccs ,  o l  in tpc t - f i c t ions

rc rn l r i r r . . r1 .p lv  ;u ro thcr  cout  o f  n tuc l .

: r r t l  s lnc l  lg : l i r t .  ( )ncc  vo t t ' r c  s : t t i s -

f rcd .  u , ipc  o tT  the  dus t .  ru rd  l rx t ' r c
.H

r t . r r l v  to  [ r . i l ] ) t .  EE l

@
iF:
t  

-  * '

i

. : '
, r i

E,
rtd
1l St ick the sel { -adhesive mesh tape
direct ly  over  the drywal l  jo int .  Use your
hand to smooth i t  a long the jo int  l ine.

3l The edges may end up fairly thick, so
smooth them out with a stroke down
each side, and then one down the middle

2l  Hold the kni fe a lmost  ver t ica l ly  to
the seam, and f i rmly press the mud into
the lo int  as you move a long i t .

4l When the mud dries, smooth it by
making long st rokes wi th a 220-gr i t
sanding screen on a b lock.

Lule
TOOLS OF THE TRADE
A basic set  of  drywal l  too ls  and suppl ies
should inc lude the fo l lowing:
> Drywal l  jo int  compound
> Mesh drywal l  jo int  tape
> 6"  and 10" drywal l  kn ives
> 220-gr i t  sanding screens and b lock
> 14" drywal l  mud t ray

INSIDE CORNERS
Insrde corners are tough because you
end up with a lot of extra mud, and
you can't work one side of the joint

without messing up the other one.
To avoid that, load only half the

knife with compound to create a
narrower line (Photo, above). Also,
follow the sequence shown below
to mud one side of the joint f irst,
and then the other.

Cei l ing Cei l ing

SECOND:
Now apply

J0l nt
com pound

to the
three

a0Jacenr
cornerS

7
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NOT A KNOT PERSON?

TieHook
Ties Itself
Tlris sclf-trqhterrirrg cleat f its rnost truck
racks arrd rnakes securing a lo;rd as
v*lple as tr.rgqinr_; nn the rope.

The all-metal TieHook has three cleats-two fixed and
one sliding-that make it easy for even the knot-impaired
to secure loads on a truck rack.

Been a few years since you
earned a merit badge in
knot rying? No problem.
Buy aTieHook.

For about $40 you can
get the setup shown above.
Itt available to fit round- or

square-tubed rruck racks
and can even be adapted to
integrated systerns on Toyota
and Nissan trucks.

The system works with a
spring-loaded cleat that slides
alons a bar and then locks

in place when the proper
rope tension is achieved. It
ties incredibly quickly and
releasesjust as fast.

A]so, theTieHook
doesnt attach permanendy
to your rack, so you can

reposition it as often as you
need.And if you sell the
truck, keep the TieHook!

VisitTieHook.com for a
video ofhow these work and
for purchase options.You can
also call 415-462-0599.

,r)
///

JOINT COMPOUND WITH

Heavv
Dust '
The dust raised by sanding joint compound
may be the messiest by-product of remod-
eling known to man. It's super-fine, and
keeping it contained within the project area
is almost impossible. lt. will catch a draft and it
will permeate the rest of the house. (Jnless, of
course, it's too heavy to float on air.

This is precisely the idea behind Sheet-
rock brandJoint Compound with Dust
Control from USG.This joint compound is
formulated so that dust particles will bind
together and create a "heavy dust" that falls
straight to the floor.

A3t/2,-gallonpail of the joint compound
sells for about $13.Visit DownWithDust.com
to learn more about the material or to locate
a dealer in your area. Or contact USGt
product information department by calling
800-874-4968.

WARM TOWEL DRAWER
t i ' , r ' , .  i ,  , ,  , J , l ,  . r '  . . ,  I | l ' r L )  , - . , 1 ) .  <

, i r i ( i  i ( r ! v i ) l : ,  ; , ' i t i , t i i . l , t i ; ' r , , i , r , . ,  i , a  r , \ i |  i i l  i

f , 1 r ' l  l t ( r i l r ' . , g 1 1 1 , 1 , , 1 1 f 1  t i , r ,  f i r S t  1 , . , . r / O .  i ) i r 1

i a r i , t r , r i  i r r  t . . . r ' . , i t : l ' : ,  .  ! i l t  i t  U r r ' r .  t l t i :  ! i a t i , , - ,

S l la i  iow€1 i r ' : i i rn in ! i  i - ) i , t \ i v r . f  f ron t

! ; > , 1 ; t . : 7 1 y  l l .  i 1 1 , : 1 l q  l ; - r r , r 1 L . i , q  r { ) :  l 0 . t S i ; " r

v r c i l i . i r  l l C  i i , : g i , , : r :  i i r  1 . ; : ' i  1 t  i i t i r l t i l i ' ,

i ) i  {  o t  l r -sa .  (  o t . l i i l r t  r {616,<1f  i  1611 '1p

r l i ,  . , t ,  . t  , l l "  , .1 '1  1 i .  / r t r , , ia , ,  i ) i  l i r i ' : r ; i .1 . , ,1 .

84 WORKBENCH APRIL 2OO7



ft sa"j, qa q* {s L, F

DAP STIK ADHESIVES

A
H

Glue for All Occasions
Whatever you need to hang,

repair. or otherwise adhere.

chances are one ofthe new

DAP "Stik" adhesives is just

what you're looking for.The

five adhesives that make up
the Stik line, and some of
their intended uses are:

, . . , . . . .  i : t  r , ' .  . A . r - r a e r O S O l

spray glue that foams as you

rpply it, so you can see what

you've covered. It dries clear,

wont turn yellow, and iti safe
for rtrost surfaces.The gluc is

pefect for cardboard, photos,

and fabric.

: r i : 1 .  I  r .  ) . . i l r r / i t )  T h e S e  a r e

pressure-sensitive adhesive

dots and lines that con.re

on rol ls ofpaper backer.

Just renrove thenr front the

backer, and press them onto
whatever you're tryine to

adhere.These are much

cleanel and easier to use

than l iquid slues, tacks, or

magnets. They're ideal for

r-nounting pictules, hansrns

posters, or securing

col lect ibles.

, :,;L Tl-resc dr,ral-

applicator qllre dispensers

have a thin tip for connol and

a wide rip for spreaclinu nrorc
glue. Choose fionr pennanent

or repositionable fornlrlas.

: ; r':: i ': This is lttt

instant-grab constructiou

adhesive. Itis strons enor.rgl-r for

velticd or overherrd applie;r-

tions and works on most

sufaces. It also cleans up with

./,^ , , -' - + \ - . - -

soap and wlter lnd is geat for
itrdool or outdoor plojects.

This renrovable

aclhcsive putty is a erc'lt
rephcement fbr tape, tacks,

staples, ancl nrautrets.lt wor.r't

chip paint or pllt holcs in the

wall. Use it to hmg decorl-

tions and notes.

OWENS CORNING BERKSHIRE COLLECTION

Asphalt Slate
If you've longed for a slate roof, or
if you have an old one that r-reeds
leplaced, you know that leal slate is
cost-prohibitive. That'.s why Owens

The natural variations in tone and texture that
distinguish slate shingles are now available in a
more affordable asphalt alternative.

Colning developed the Berkshire

Collect ion of asphalt shingles.

The Berksl.rire shingles are
constructed to sinu-rlate the ranclonr

colors lnd v:rriatior-rs in

tcxturc th:rt l|e the rr:rde-

nrark of natulal slate, but :rt

a fraction of the cost of the
real thing.

Backed by a limited

lifetinre warranry the

shingles r lso irrclrrdc l5-ye.rr

algae-resistance p1'otectiolt.

For nrore informatior-r

on the Berkshire Collectiorr,

ol to locate a supplier in

your area who can provide
pricing, call 800-43U-7465

or visit OwensCornins.conr.

WD.4O IN A PEN
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Tool Report
A less-burly belt sander, a picture-perfect drill,
and a cordless nailer that'll drive most anything.

COMPACT SANDER -"Dont blame the sander."That's the helpfirl advice I got from
one of the other editors here when I complained about my monster belt sander gouging my
prqects. He told me that belt sanders are notoriously hard to control, and if I hadnt mastered
it yet, well, it's not the toolt fault.

Maybe. But I got rid of that oversized belt sander anyway. It's been replaced by Porter-
Cable's rnodel 371K Compact Belt Sander (l).This littleArmadillo-looking sander (or
is it more of a roly-poly bug?) cranks 5 amps of power, drives a21/2', x 14" belt, and weighs
just over 5 pounds. If you're doing the math, that means ir has about half the weight, power,
and belt capaciry ofPorter-Cablet next larger model (352VS).

So will you notice the decreased capacity? Sure. Ifyou're sanding the deck of a battle-
ship. Otherwise, not so much.What you're more likely to miss is the variable speed oflarger,
pricier models.This is mitigated, at least partially,by the lighter weight and better ergonomrcs,
which make for bener control. Plus, the reduced size, removable front handle, and flush-side
design of the sander mean it can work in tight areas that larger sanders couldnt possibly get into.
And while this sander isnt exacdy gouge-proof, the low rear housing will keep you from digging
in too deep. Look for the sander in hardware stores, home centen, and online for about $130.

KNIFE GUrDE - what is it about utiliry knives that makes rhem prone to wandering
away from a straightedge?Whatever it is, it can make for some pretty irregular cuts.And even
worse, it can cause a nasty injury if the blade "wanders" right into your other hand (surely I'm
not the only one this has happened to).

Well, it has happened for the last time because lately I've been using the Guardian Knife
Guide (2) from SawTiax.The Guardian consists of a utijity knife with a stainless steel
bracket attached to it and an aluminum guide track.

The bracket rides on the guide track, so the knife cant wander offthe srraightedge. So
far I ve used this for scoring drywall, cutring vinyl flooring, and trimming photo mats to fit
inside picture frames. It works fawlessly.And when it gets dull, simply snap a section offthe
segmented blade, and you're back in business.

The one downside to the Guardian is the price.The 36" kit I've been testing sells for
about $80. A 54" version will cost nearly $100. I guess it will take lot of cutring (or maybe
just one real bad one on your hand if you're not using a Guardian) to justiS, the price.

Ero)*"."t* F'
3T lKBd l tSande r

Guardian Knife Guide

ti

E rirestorm orills
With Smart Select

NUMBERS BAD, PICT(IRES GooD - How do the numbers 1 through 26 cortelate
to drilling holes and driving screws? Dont know? Few people do. which is why the clutch
on drill,/drivers rarely gets used correcdy. Most clutches, which regulate how much torque
gets transferred to the bit, are labeled with numbers. But it's not clear how these numbers
relate to the screw or drill bit you're using. Fortunately, Black & Decker has bridged that
gap in logic with their new Firestorm cordless Drills with Smart Select (3). In short,
theyve replaced the numbers with icons.Just match your job to the nearest representative
icon, and the drill is set to the right torque and speed. Firestorm drills rn 12-,14.4-,and lS-volt
versions are available exclusively at Lowe's home centers starting at about g60.
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FOR MORE INFO:
Porter-Cable Belt Sander
Porter-Cable.com
888-848-51 75

SawTrax Guardian Knife Guide
SawTrax.com
888-729-a729

Firestorm by Black 6 Decker
FirestormTools.com
800-544-6986

GMC Strike Allnailer
GMCompany.com
866-307-0132

Ryobi Cordless Sander
RvobiTools.com
800-525-2579

f ,
I

\ 
-s. l-t

hr ^ , . -

w
Enyooi

P41O Sander

THE BEAT GOES ON:The original "cordless nailer" w:rs called r hanrnrer', ancl it
worked with jr-rst about :iny type of nail. Interestinely enoush, the latest cordless nailer uscs
essenti2llly the sanre technolow as the orieinal: It hits nails repeatedly on tl-re head until theyic
driven in.And it works with virttully any nrril.

The key difl-elences nrc speed and enerw cxpencled.Tl.re 1lJ-volt GMC Strike Allnailer !1"r.
(4) cirives nails ttrr.rch faster than a hanlncr lurd requir-es just the pull of a trigeel to cio it. sfr,r:e Allrr

Thc acljustable jaws of tl're nailer glip lrails rvith l.re:rds
r"rp to %" in clianrcter. Pull tl-re tr-igger, alld m intenral anvil
delivers 5,500 beats-per-ninute to drivc- nrils up to (r" lous.

Look for the Allnailcr on Anrlzon.cont for lbout 9150.

RANDOM CORDLESS-T1're Ryotri P{10
Randorn-Orbit Sancler (5) is the latesr rdc' l i t ion to
thc l{yobi Orre* systenr :rnri the first c-x:rnrple of n tme
rlndonr-orbit s:urdcr that uses blttcry power.

Of cor.rrse, bcc:rusc itls part of thc One* systenl, the
1 U-volt blttery is sold seprratcly.The idea is to savc yolr
rnone'y if you already own l\yobi 1u-volt tools ancl
bltterics. Itis I good systenr.And itis a good s:rncler', cspecially
fbr toucl'r-up work or finish sandins.

The sander uses st:utdald 5" hook-ar-rd-loop sanclp:tpcr'
rurcl tnrns oLrt 1 ,100 orbits pel uriuute. I t ls avrr i lablc cxclu-
sively at Honre l)epot lor about $40. 

tm

Product Information Number 262

The Ultimate
Work Shop
) Table Saw $tands
) |r|iter Saw Stands ',nf[Ti,l""'

Power Swltch

) ROUtgf TableS "oder 
3so6

) Router Accesories
) |r|obile Planer Stand & Much ]it|ore!

Moisture Meters can hetp you
avoid frustrating moisture problems
such as shrinking, warping, failed
gluelines, loose joints, etc. Also ideal
for lumber drying, to find out if the
wood is finally dry enough to use.

Lignomat USA --- 800-227-2105
P0 Box 30145, Portland OR97294
503-257-8957, FM 503-255-1 430 USA
wwwlignomat.com
E-mail sales@lignomat.com

Product Information Number 221 Product Information Number 222



GARAGE

Floor
Facelift

Let'.s f lcc i t-whetl .rer i t \  fronr
dirt ,  nrucl,  nrotor oi l ,  ol  c] ' renricals
carr iecl in by your carls t i res irr the
wintcr-srrase f loors t lke al l  kinds
of rbuse.Ancl thc rcsults crrn bc
c lrr c ke' cl, p i ttc cl, o r s ta i n e'cl c o l ) cl'c tc.

()nc rvav to ptotcct concrctc
f loors lutcl covcr unsightly st l ins is
with l iqicl  plast ic f loor t i lcs.These
12"  x  12"  in te r lock ing  t i les  s in rp lv
snap togctl'rer to crcrltc- u sturdy floor
covcrittg th:tt protccts concrete- fi-oni
harsl-r cl-rcnriclls.

Thc t i les are st l l rdy cnouslt to
clr ive on. l) lus, they l-rclp srnooth
out irregulari t ies on uneven f loors.
Enrbossed patterns in thc t i lcs nrake-
thenr  s l ip - res is tan t ,  and thcy  c le ln
up easi ly-.1ust sweep up cl ir t ,  or
clean spi l ls with a I-rose or : l  niop
Incl w:rrnr rv:rter.

Colorful Options - Garage
floor t i lcs lrc avai lable frorrr rr
r.rr.rnrber of rrr:rnufrcturers in a wic' lc
vnriety of colols rncl pattcnrs (-scc
Il tr :  Brrygy'5 ()rr idt:  orr pqqt,93).M<>st

'  , ' ,  ) {

scll Fol lrouncl $3 :i sqrrtrc foot.
IUcc l )eck  t i l cs  (shown in  thc
l)/ tor() above altci  in thc' top two t i le-
srrnrples, below lcft) also le2rrr lrc a
nunrber -  o f  un ic lue  acccssor ics ,  such
:rs opcn-sl icl  t i les, custonrizcd t i les
with loeos, and cvcu parking gr-r idcs,
thlt  nr:rke thcnt even urore usctul or
rttractive ( Si dcbdr, riglt t ).

Anothel uranuficturer, Dynoti le
(t l .re bottonr t i le at lcft) ,  has a sl ightly
ditTcrcnt trvist on the t i le design.
Tlreir r i lcs rr ' trr .r l ly over' l r tp to ( ' t 'c i t tc

:r neally inrpenetrable se:rnr.'When

Riq id  p las t i c  t i l es  manufac tL t red  by
RaceDeck (upper two llles) and
Dynoti lc (bottorn) feature tab and
loop systenrs t lrat "1ock" logethe I
to create a sturdy f loor. Note the
in tegra l  l ip  on  Dynot i le 's  f ioor  sys tem.
The l ips on the.se t i les fornr overlap-
p ing  seams tha t  sea l  ou t  water .

RaceDeck
CircleTrac

92

Dynoti le



To instal l  the t i les, l ine up the tabs on

one tile with the loops on the other, and

l ightly tap the seam with a rubber mallet.

fittecl together, this overlapping design

prevents water, dirt, or other debris

fron.r seepir.rg through the tiles to the

floor below.

Easy Installation- Rcgardless of

the brar.rd yott choose, installing these

ti les is, quite l i teral ly,: i  snrp.

Ifyou take a closer look at the t i les

in the Botlorrr P/ioto on page 92, you

can see that two sides of eaclr tile have

snrall loops, while the otl-rel sides have

srnall tabs that fit down into these

loops.To install thenr, all you have to

do is lay a tile down with the loops

f:rcirrg out toward the garage door.

Then align the tabs on the adjoining

These open-grid ti les (called Free-
Flow from RaceDeck) direct water
or snowmelt into a drain below

lf you need to tr im the t i les to f i t ,  just

use a circular saw. A 4O-tooth carbide

blade produces crisp, clean cuts.

tile with the loops, and trp thenr

together with a rubber nrallet (P/rotcr,

nbouc left).-the process is so sinrple that

yoll c2ur cover an entile garage floor

in a few }rours.

lf you wrut to install the tiles li'om

wall-to-wall, yoll lnay need to cttt

thellr to fit the edges and corners of

the garage.That'.s easily done with a

circnlar saw, rs shown in the r-niddle

P/rotrr above. Or if you'd prefer to only

cover a sn-rall section of the garage

floor, you can get tapc'red edging and

corner pieces.

These edging pieces also t"uake a

great transition at the garrge door

Instal l  tapered edging and corner pieces

to create a smooth transttion between

the t i les and the surrounding f loor.

oper-rine, as they allow cars to roll

snioothly up onto the t i les.And just

like the tiles, these edging aud corner

pieces lock together using the satne

convenient tab-and-loop systelll, as

shown in the Photo,above right. tffi

BUYER,S GUIDE
RaceDeck Gladiator
800-457-0174 866-342-4089
RaceDeck.com Gladiatorcw.com

Dynotile RevTek
856-605-8700 800-s85-0922
Dynotile.com Rhinocourts.com

Lock-Til€ Absolute Garage
888-562-5845 515-2s4-0040
LockTile-USA.com Absolutecaraoe.net

3 WAYS TO ACCESSORIZE YOUR GARAGE FLOOR

Some companies offer customized
tiles. The design can fit on one ti le
or spread across multiple ti les.

Two small "l i fts" in RaceDeck's
AccuPark ti les let you know when
you've pulled the car in far enough.
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ELEMENTS OF STYLE I

BOX BEAM CEILING
[]ckrrc thc clavs of cngirrccrcrl hntrbur. honrcs oFtcn

lclier"l orr hcaw irc:urs tliar splrnnccl bctu'ccn r.r'lrlls to
sllpport rrppcr tlools :rnd rooti.Whcn lctt crirosccl, thcse

bt:rnrs bcc:utre stvlish in additiorr to bt:ins srructut.rrl.

Moclcnr fioor joists un.l rooftruss svstcnrs hlr.c
cl inr irr,r tcd thc stru(:r l lml ncctl  f ix thcsc big bcrnts" bnt

vou c:lrr rccrc.ttc thc:ir' look bv brrildine ltoilos, "box
bclnrs" th,rt  nrakc I st l 'ol tg stvh' starcrnclt  in ,rnv rrrour.
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