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“"Need more
storage in your
entryway?
These great-
looking lockers
ofter seating,
hooks for
hanging clothes,
and cubbies
to corral life's
clutter”

—page 43

ONLINE

WorkbenchMagazne com
G pven maore infarmation

about the projects and
anicies in ths ssue

« Busicher’s Plans, Culfing
Crzgyramns & Mutenisl st
Entryway Organiners

» Slide Shows: Painted
Floor Cloths; Spray
Painting Tips

= Froe Online Articles: g
Saw Cutting Strategies,
Introduction to Pockot-
Halit Joinery

Fancy Floorcloths
Cregie @ floor cowering that's
durable, edsy to clean, and gives
QY rogem an airtsy accent with o

hand-panled cameas ffoorcloth

3/

Pendant Lights
Make the (iiilireg 1 your hormée d
conversation starfer with these Lnigue

i easy-to-busd penddnt Lghts

48

Lighting with Style
Two types af speciatized lighting
plus decarative bult-up melding
aod up to a stunning, functional

0L f*'.‘?f’_‘rﬂf ary roogm

56
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Storage Lockers

Restore order (o your entrpway

with these stylish storage lockers
They re amazingly easy to build

and cost fess than 560 pey focker,

42

High-Definition
Media Center

Lise inexpensrve kifchen cabinets
from the harme center 1o gssembis
& modern media center that holds

ol YOUT TUSHOYTELGT Gear

52

Garage Storage

From basic storage racks and

worksurfaces fo heavy-dufy
lifts. there's @ garage storage

system for every bugget.

74




EYE=L¢

Garage Organizers

Second-Hand Seating

Carriage-House ‘
Garage Doors

i ..'.'.-ﬁ :.'{'.' ]

rk '."-.|'|ll.il.

jaroge stonag

66

trhing contemoora

94
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OVER THE FENCE

TIME IS RUNNING OUT FOR

Insulation
Tax Credit

The Internal Revenue Service wants to
reward you for adding insulation to your
home. But you better hurry! The offer is
only good until December 31, 2007

f you've put off
istalling additional
insulanion m youe
home, here’s a good reason
to do it this year: Benides
wiving energy, you can ako
LIVE IMONCY 0N Jour e
Insulare your home, and
you can qualify fora oax
credit equal to 10) percent
of the insulanon cost, up to
$500, But you have to act
fast. The credit is only avail-
able for insulation installed
by December 31, 2007,
Heres how o gee it
1] Parchase the insulation
you need, and save the

receipt thar shows the price.

g Caatey o s el

2] Install thar msulation {or
hire someone to do it) by
December 31.
3] Print a "manufacturer’
certification statement™
(available on the manu-
facturer’s website) for the
insilation you bought,
such us this one from Johns
Manville fhelms rghe}, and fill
m the imformaton.
4] Download and complete
IRS Form 5695 (right)
and include it with your
20007 Federal Income
Tax Statement.

For mare information
about the tax credat, vise

IMHBomelnsulstvon.com

—_‘--___-_"“--—-__

Everyone knows that rolling out extra batts of insulation
in your attic can reduce your heating and cooling bills. But
if you act fast, it can reduce your income tax burden, too.

Ll
=

HERE'S A BRIGHT IDEA:

Recycle Fluorescent Bulbs

called CFLs), thuugh, you'll
want o include them m
vour household recycling
rmutine, % 1“'.“

It’s important 1o recycle
CFLs for two reasons. Firse,
like all fluorescent bulbs,
they contain mercury,
which can contaminate
soil and groundwater if it
ends up in landfills. Second,
CFLs ako contain plastic

and electronic components
thar can be recycled

To find out where (o
recycle your CFLs, you
can contact your local
waste=rernoval authority or
the department of natural
TESOULTES 1N your state,
You can also find recycling
mformation from online

sources, sich as EPA.goy.
;ll'hi L. |FEE'EEIL E.ﬂ L".

By now, you're probably
used to recyeling cans,
bottles, and newspapers.
It has become second
nature (o most of os.

Bur probably only the
most ardent recyclers have
ever thought about recy-
cling light bulbs. If you're
using compact fuorescent
bulbs (the encrgy -cfhcent
spiral bulbs commonly

8 WORKBENCH OCTOBER 2007
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TAKE A PILLOW WHEN YOU

Pick a Paint Color

Picking the night paint
colors is always a chore. You
head to the store, stare at
the sea of color chips, finally
find a few that you like, and
then ke them home and
ry to maich them wath the
farnishangs in your home.
At least that’s the way most
of us do it, according to a
recent survey put together
by Kilz, o manufacourer of
stain-blocking primer and
other painting products.

In the Kilz survey; 61
percent of respondent
stated that paint color 1s the
tirst thing they conader
when they begin working

1o redo a room. But

Lisa LaPorta, co-host of
HOGTV' Designed to Sell
and consultant on the
survey, says that approach
i backward. She believes
it results in a2 lot of
wasted time (and wasted
punt) trying to match
furnishings and accessories
in the room with the paint
you've selecred.

Lisa says that you should
instead march the paint o
what’ in the room, such as
a pillow, couch cushion, or
window tneatment that has
colors you'd hike to comple-
ment. Tabee that item to the

The best way to make sure you choose the right paint color is
to fake an ftem with you that you want to match. Match paint
samples 1o tha itemn, and then take home test batches o ry

paint store with you. Gmb When you find a color
pamt samiples that coordinate  you like, get a ample pot or
well wich the item. and mke  have a quart of paint mied.
them home with vou tosee Then paint a secoon of
how they look in your mom  wall to make sare the color
and in different types of lighe.  matehes your expectations.

Washing Machine (710 years)
Termite Proofing (12 years)
Refrigerator (13 years)
Kitchen Faucet (15 years)
Extenior Paint (15 years)
Gas Furnace (18 y=ars)

Wood Deck (20 years)
Linoleum Flooring (25 years)
Aluminum Downspouts (30 years)
Wood Windows (35 y=ars)
Thermostat (75 years)
Hlectric Radiant Heater (40 years)

Acrylic Kitchen Sink (50 years)
Stucco Siding (56-100 years)
Tile Floor (75-100 years)
Cast-iron Pipe (100 years)
Wood Floors (100+ years)
Insulation (Lifetime)
Gypsum Drywall (Lifetime)

S0, JUST HOW LONG

Will a Home Last?

Buving or improving & home is a huge mvestment—
probably amaong the biggest many of us will ever make.
So we undemstandably want to make sure that the home
we buy and the companents that we put into it wall last
as lang as possible.

Unfortunately, homes and many of the components
that are used to build and outfit them don’t come with
life-expectancy ratngs, so it’s tough to gauge how long
they'll lase. To solve the problem, the National Association
of Home Builders ([NAHB) recently teamed op with Bank
of America to conduct a study aimed at determining the
life expectancy of homes and their components.

The study concludes that a few important variables
can greatly affect longevity. Those include the quality
of products used, quality of installation, intensity of use,
and maintenance,

Bue the study also concedes that some home components
get replaced long before they reach the end of their life
expecrancy, Those items often simply become obsolete due o
changing needs, style wends, or advances i technology.

The good news is that much of what you put into your
home can last for a long dme, The Charr at left gives a fow
examples of what the life-expectancy study found.
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LOOK AT 5IZE & TYPE TO DETERMINE

Best Ladder
for the Job

()2 L need an exvension ladder fir pairting my hovse, bur ! an's
Sivtre onr wdvar levgths ro buy, or whether to pet aliominm oy fibegplacs.
Clan you felp me decide what ladder & mghe for me?

A Selecting an extenmion ladder takes more than just
mesuring how high you need o reach.To get the right
ladder, you need to determine the ladder length needed,
decide on the duty mting, and choose the ladder material.
Length—An extension ladder needs to be longer than
githet the highest point you need o reach or the highen
support point (Mheteations, befow). There are two rexsom why
First, the badder sectionm have o overdap by several fect o
keep the lidder rigid. Secomd, you shouldn® stand above the
fourth rung from the top of the ladder, which means your
reach will be only slightly higher than the top of the ladder.
Duty Rating—MNext, vou'll need to determune die duty
rating you'll require. This specifies how much rotal weight the
ladder can handle Thankfully, all ladders adhere to the ame
standard. And the color of fiberglass ladders corresponds with
their duty ratmgs (Charr, befow), making them zasy to identify.
Material—If you compare ladders of equal length and
| duty rating, you'll find that aluminum ladders are usually
[ less expensive. And alwminum is lighter, which makes the
[ ladder easier to carry and set up. But aluminum ladders

Height of upper support

o J.-H' 11"!“'"
Rownodse, 14

A lidder bl lists its duty rating, kength, and
el To cletarmraree (e
vl 1he

Lk g =
ML LY

UM feach
In-,ﬂ'-'_||_| and mpch fesde - cali eyt

af the laddes support poants v, below
are conductive, so they shouldn't be used
near clectrical wins.

Fiberglas ladders cost more and weigh more,
but are stiffier and have nonconductive rails, which
makes them safer around electrical wires.

1 acmally own two ldders: an aluminum Type 11
for light chores and a fiberglass Type LA for big tasks.
But if | owned just one, it would be a fiberglas Type L

DUTY RATINGS DEMYSTIFIED |

Type i, Light Duty (200-Ib. load capacity):
Light-duty household work

Type Il Medium Duty (225-Ib. load capacity):
Pamtmg and "handyman" use around the huu_r.e |

Type I Heawy Duty (250-h. load capacity).
Heavy f hnus.ehdd or light commerdat use

Type 1A, Extra-Heavy Duty (300-1b. load tﬂpﬂti\‘ﬂ
~ Frequent heavy commercial use

ExlremE'dul‘j :nmmtr:pal use
NOTE; Lond capac 1‘5- includes your wesght p|u‘. vmqm nT'n:nnls and suﬂphrs

HOW TO SEND YOUR QUESTIONS:

Mudcnufwm nddrﬂs,mdnﬁwphmemm ‘rbui.'
raceive g free one-yeor subscription 10 Workbendh (or 0 one-yeor
extansion 1o your current subscription) i we publish your question,

WORKEENCH OCTOBER 2007
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Email: Askioworkbenchmag.com
Forums: forums, woodnet.net

Mail: Ask Workbench, 2200 Grand Ave.,
Des Moines, A 50312



The Right Tool
for the Job

Vated Top 10 "Workbench
Magazine” Innovatans Awartd

Product Information Numiss 200

When sealing up the exterior of your home, don't waste your time filling large gaps
with caulk. Insert foam backer rod first to il most of the vold, and then add caulk.

FILL VOIDS WITH BACKER ROD TO

Seal Exterior Gaps

02 P candheing gaps aonnd wy howse to get it sealed up before winter and have

Swind a feor gaps shar are pretty big. Where the siding meets the brick chimney, for

exanmple, there'’s a g alous 4™ wide and an inch deege. Do | joust full it visith camll,
or ¥ there a better way to scal chis pap?
Josh Blurkee
Maryville, GA

A Don't iry to caulk a gap more than %" wide by %" deep. If you fill a
larger gap with caulk, the caulk will shrink, and then split or pull away from
orne side of the opening.

Instead, Gl most of the gap with foam backer rod. It available in several
chamieters, so you should be shle to find one just larger than the width of the gap.
To use backer rod, start off by simply cutting dhe length you need from the

roll. Then press the rod into the gap—a wide putty knife works great—so it
sits abourt 14" below the
surface (Phors, above), If
the Eap B licl:p you can
double up the backer rod
to fill more space. Then
apply caulk over the
backer mod as usnal o
seal the gap (IMestration],
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TRIMHEAD STAYS OUT OF SIGHT FOR

Hidden Screws

) I woticed several of your projects latel)

Iave been assemiled wsing “trimbead

srvnes. Howe ave they differenr from repuilias

Hathead ¢ —
5 TR TR by T

\

Marke Johrson

Des Maines, 1A

e A trimhead screw produces a much
smaller hole that's easy to fill

—, N

Trimhead &3 &7 Wood

Screw | | Scrf:w
4
. 7o i Self- -
deep : Tapping Shallow
Siveads | ___Tlp threads

1 ; The rimhead screw was designed
for nstalling erim, molding, and
cabimets, [t offers more :'|n||1||:|5_1 powel
than a finish nail but insealls almose as
mconspicuausly

As the Mustsetion av left shows, the
diameter of the head on a trimhbead
screw 15 much smaller—only slightly
larger than a finish nail, That makes
these screws icdeal for installing trim
and molding because the small hole
can be filled with putty, rather than
having to be filled with a wood plug

Also, the shank on a rimhead screw
15 stratght and has a small diamecer,
rather than being rapered like a
woodscrew, Plus the np 1 self-rapping
That helps the screw drive easily, hold

well, and resist stripping

WHAT FINISH IS SAFE
FOR A BABY CRIB?

Innovative New

Sharpener

Helps You
WORK SHARP

» Patent-Pending Air-Cooled,
Dry Sharpening System

* Precision Repeatability—
207, 25°, 30°, and 35° Bevel Angles

* Fast & Easy to Use, No Jigs
Required

» Sharpens Chisels, Plane Irons,
Carving and Lathe Tools, & More

VVIWORK

Chisel Port ensures preclsion
repeatability of bevel angles

W A SHARP

The Wood Tool Bharpaner 5lo

innovative Edge - Vision ™

d Whee! lets you

18 cutting edge
as you sharpen

www.worksharptools.com » 1-800-597-6170

Product Infermation Number 348




QUICK FIX RESTORES A SMOOTHLY

Flowing Faucet -

LY The fowe of weter from mry kitchen simke @5 wnseven, Could then L g— __*m\
fe a clog, of is e a proedilen thet veeds wepaied? e b
Lori Hendrigks Wisther @ by
; - \
Milustokeee, W Flow
Rastrichor SECOND: Disassemble
| s § 4 ; - serafor (i assembly
1 IFthe faucet works fine otherwise, then the aerator has = Is stuck tagether, souk in
simply clogged with sediment (Musimaion, right). Pliner e cleaner to hoosen deposits)
" - s e ]
T unclog it, first unscrew the body of the aerator. You —
mary necd to use pliers o remove i Bat Grse, wrap masking Bushing :' _HH]
e ¥ % "——"‘l-
tape around the body o prevent marring the finich When —— THIRD: Clean depesis lrom
youl remove the acrator, note how the parts fit together Scredn all aerator compaonents
Now soak the serator pans and howsing ina cleaner such ' i«
as Lime-A-Way or CLR l:.‘r remowe the deposits. If necessary, Housing feri :
scrubs the pars with an old wothbrsh, and we a wothpack ~_ o FOURTH: Reassomble
] i ¢ e i ey and reinstall aevator In fawcet
to clean out the holes. Then reasemble the acrator p—
Before you reinstall the asrator, urn the fucet on for a ] A
3 - y Outer g
few seconds oo fush our deposis Then shut the faucet off, and 6
ody g4
reinstall the aertor You may need m use pliers to tdghten the .
body, But don't get overzealous — it just needs o be snug

THE LATEST & POSSIBLY GREATEST CHOICE
IN SAWS FOR THE HOME WORKSHOP

MODEL 50-220 : 10" LEFT-TILT “HYBRID" TABLE SAW

-

For current promotions, complete product info T

~ 5
and a list of dealers near you: =
(GENERAL

Product Information Mumber 299



TIPS

QUICK & EASY T

Drywall
Sanding

Sanding drywall joint compound n
corners —especially where the ceiling
meets the walls—can be tricky with
a standard sanding block.

Bob Kelland of St John’s,
MNewfoundland, found an easier way
to sand these corners smooth. He
trims a drywall sanding screen to fit
the pad of his palm sander, turns the
sander on, and then sands up into the
corners. The vibrating action of the
sander smooths the corners without
the redious back-and-forth motion
required when sanding by hand.

' Stralght Shooting. The heads of
finsh nails are 5o small that ft's easy to
lozd a chp n the nailer upside down
To prevent that, Serge Duclos of Delion

Uieter mMares arrows I|'|.|I oLl 3 1o the 1ps

r» Clean Living, Greq Jones of Bellevue, Washington, got tired of
taking off his muddy boots avery time he ceme in fram working

TEE OFF ON

in the yard ar garden, o he keeps some plastic bags by the door

STRPTER By slipping the bags over his boats, he Keaps the house clean
HOLES without the hassle of taking his boots off
When a screw
hole gets stripped
out, John Karek
of Toronto, On-
tano, tums to a t ‘
b isiens BEST TIP |
< I
e WINNER!
SR h Fnrhkrb, 25 SEND US YOUR GREAT TIPS
s e bl Mail: Workbench DIY Tips
dries. Then he Mate PM7000 Miter 2!321:[:% Gq;nd;?;:_-m L
redrills Saw Workcenter— oines,
j'Ir'rlfldrﬂ;-am:l dr:: in a 5220 value! Online: WorkbenchMugieinesem
the screw.

20 WORKBENCH OCTOBER 2007



THE MANY HANDY USES OF A

Coat Hanger

Mike Schott of Ankeny, lowa, made a versatile “mult-tool™ out of an

old metal coat hanger, He bends a small loop in ane end in order o
fish elecerical wire through a wall (Plat), Or he places double-sided
tape on the loop and uses the hanger 1o pick up small parts that fall mio

hard-to-reach spaces

EASY INSULATION CUTTING

To cut thick insulation, Tom Robinson of Carlisle, Pennsylvania, uses a
framing sguare 1o compress the insulation on the desired cutline and
then runs a utility knife along the etdge of the sguare

PLIERS PRY

Paint Lid

22 WORKBENCH OCTOBER 2007

BOXES SQUARED

Serge Duclos of Delson, Quebec, builds
square boxes by using a framing square
He just clamps the square 10 the Wworksur
face and aligns the parts with the square
as he glues and clamps them togsther

- —L—H..-- | | 3 % \
A LY - 1 .Ip...
klm | 5_‘ le:mnd
. Edging
s #8 2 %" Fh
Woodscrew
BEEFED-UP SHELVES

A strip of solid-wood edging can strengthen

a phywood or MDF shelf. But if the shelf s in-
tended to hold something heavy, Karl Downey
of Dayton, Ohio, cuts a strip of aluminum angle
to fit under the shelf, drills countersunk pilot
holes, and then mounts the angle with screws



TIME-5AVING

Masking

When you have to paint some-
thing small and intricave—hke
the muntm on tho glaa
window —you can often spend
more tme taping off the areas you
den't watt 1o paint than you spend
.Lu.'l:u.u“g.' paineing the areas you do.
Brian Mayer of Omaha,
Mebraska, came up with a faster
way to tape off these areas. Instead
of carefully aligning the mpe with
the edge of the munmns where
they meet the glas, he lers the
mpe overlap the munons shghtly
Then he comes back with an

NO-TANGLE AIR HOSE

To keep air hose from getting tangled,
Kyle Schulte of Bolse, Idaho, cails it in
2 plastic pot. A hole in the bottom lets
him connect the hose to 8 compressor

Xacto knife to trim the wpe
precisely along the glass,

This trick can work anywhere
Jusz be careful not to cur into the
surrounding marenial with the
Xacto knife

DRILL &

COUNTERSINK

fFNE SFEIFFECN,., EASY STEPS
WITH AMARA TODL'S™ CAREIDETIPPED COUNTERSINKS.

THE INTEGRAL DESIGN ENSURES UNIFDAM
AND CONCENTRIC RESURTS EVERY TIME

THE CRREIDE TIPS PROVIDE
SMODTH COTTING AND LONG LIFE

Rmana Tool* yESPO2

$9415
5 Pe. Counlersink & Plug Sel 21

Ay Togl™ §FS-50 L=t Priee P50

sQQ9s .

AWAILABLE IN R WIDE URRIETY OF SIZES

4 Ask Lonmie Bird
| Expert Woodworker/Teache h

i o

a Tool”

1 R4 5007 T 1 P




DO-ITYOURSELF iP5~~~

SQUIRREL-PROOF

Bird Feeder

Mo matter where you mount your bird
feeder, crafty squirrels always seem o
find a way to get in and eat

T the weeds. Bud Erclson

i x

. p— -_“-:_'b‘

of Urbandale, lowa, put

\ & SEOp to scavenging
\'\ squirrels for good
-

holes in alomanism
flashing, and then
used parthead
LCFENWS DO SCCUINE AC
around the base of

_.ﬂ_____['—"' He just drilled pilot

the fecder, creating

a lip thar the squir-
rels cant chmb

over. (INote: You

6° Aluminum could also e copper if

Flashing )

desired.] MNow the sguirrels
tall 1o the ground when
they try to climb the feeder

=
Ad M 1

STEEL/ALUMINUM/WOGD

= BUILD

STEEL ALUMINUM WOOD

i

SIMPLE, INEXPENSIVE DECK SPACERS

If you have a deck project on your horizon, take a tip from John
Alexander of Ravensdale, Washington. He found a smple way to
guarantes identical spacing between deck boards. He picks up
pant st sticks at the home center. Then, he dnils holes n each
stick and inderts a nail to keep it from falling through the dedk

Froduci lmiormstion Numie: 237



MAGNETIC
HARDWARE HOLDER

It's always frustrating to lose small plec-

es of hardware when you're assembling GUIDE TO HOME
a project. To prevent that, Serge Duclos

of Delsgn, Quebec, réCommends invest-

ing in one of these flexible magnets

fleft). Available at auto parts stores, the

magnet keeps all your hardware in one v Get an Energy Audit. Most utility
place a3 you work nies will perform an enermg
} |:_

I you determing how (o make

Introducing Rl s ot AR

k ity red s Tor 1he

ErvEngy-s3 ) changes you make

Waterboine Oil Modified Polyurethane
v Look for Leaks. in addition to ths
| : [} ¥
Ml Vi e UL, AL

L [T TR,

b i
ZAN LLTRA Mex comes inquart ond galion sires. r
it iy evvarlkabile in gloss, semi-gloss and satin sheens. v | Add Insulation. Ask yo i

ULTRA Max is an environmentally safe, revolutionary
dual drying polyurethane. It dries by coalescing & oxygen .
cross-linking for a harder “through cure.” S

] SE.‘f-wuﬂ_'vu smooth fnish

» |deal for fioors, cabinets, funiture and woodwork
# Outstanding wear and durability v  Fire Up the Furmace. To get your
« Super fast drying-ow odor formula Du'al Drm i winter call a local

TECHNOLOGY

» [Ewotic hardwaods approved ERIEE NARBEN FPAETAR T x 3 1 in nspectio

=SS mUGL
[y !

For more information and a dealer near you
Y0 A RS call 1-800-272-3235 or visit us at www.ugl.com.

Product Information Number 248 ww WorkbenchMagazine.com 25




FINISHING [OLICHES

uns, drips, and uneven

paint coverage — these

are the apns of 2 less-
tan=perfect spray-can paint finish,
And a anyone knows who has had
to deal with these irregularines, it's
nearly impossible to fix them once
the paint dries.

CONSISTENT COVERAGE

‘Paint in paraliel
lin=s acrosy surface

/' ]
¢

f,_
\

A
or maone \\

S Spray extends off
‘mmmmzu

-
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15 TOP TIPS FOR

Spray Painting

it's easy to spray paint from a can. Just
point and shoot. But it takes more to get a
perfectly painted finish. Tune in to these 15
tips, and you'll be painting like a pro.

The obvious solution is to apply
the paint correctly from the start.
Of course, the directions on the can
give you 3 few basic guidelines on
how 1o do thar. But to end up with
a perfectly painted finish (one where
you don't have to hide those relltale
runs), try out the following tips:

INCONSISTENT COVERAGE

Shake, Shake, Shake. The
direcnons on a spray can say o thake

it for a manute after the mixing ball
releases. The longer you shake the can,
however, the finer the spray mist, and
the smoother the finish. | absvays shake
it an extra minate for good measure, [ts
abso a good idea to give it a few shakes
now and then as you're painting,

E Use an Anxiliary Hancdle, Pick
up an auxiliary handle for abour §3 o
rmake spraymng casier (Photo, sbove). The
handle saps onto the top of the spray
can, and it puts your hand in 4 more
naturl position, resulting in a better
finish. Plus, the trigger i3 easy to squeeze,
%0 you won't cnd up with finger fatgue
{or & painted mndex finger),

B |'|-:|l.'*\. 1 Sealer on } ILIJ Lrraln,
When spraying plywood or MDE
seal the edges with sanding sealer



O SISLIND s OO

] i

coaty of sanding saaler, © e el

before painting (Phaeto, abowe). The
reason is simple — without this
sealer, paint will soak mto the porous
edges, making full coverage nearly
impossible (Photos, above right). |
recommend two sealer coats, with a
light sanding after each coat dries,

u Prime Belore Paint ng A
spray can delivers an extremely fine
mist of paint, so several coats are
requared for full coverage. To “bwld™
the fimsh guicker, spray on a primer
coat before the color coat (even if
tJ.'IE djm{'tiiﬁl\\ oan [E]I.;' can say i ’h]\‘f
necessary]. For light paint colors,
select a white primer, and for darker
calors, use griy.

B I i’ Wood, Prime It Again

Projects made of wood, plywood, or
MDF soak up paint like a sponge. To
get good covenage, just apply adds-
tional coats— three to four coats cach
of primer and pamnt 1 a good rule of
thumb. As you can see in the Plote
above, the difference berween that

and a single coat s significant.

E Apply Light Coms. Regardless
of the material being painted, it’s
always best to apply several light coats
mather than one heavy coat. Spray
paint drics quickly, which means you
can apply additional coats within a
few minutes,

H Use A Continuoius Motion. In
addition to spraving light coars, always
keep the can moving at a consistent
speed us you spray, without stopping
mudway through a pass. Slowing

pe an phywood edges, brush on

Single Coat

nmer & Cc

h 400 the gram and the

Multiple coats of primer

I-:‘I'IU‘T' 'l

down or stopping is a surcfirc way to
cause runs or drips.

E Giet Closer Than You Think.
Another way to ensure smooth
coverage 1 to hold the can about
6" to 8" gway from the surface. Get
any further away, and the paint may
actually dey in the air, leaving a
rough surface,

E Spray Edges. As you
approach the edges of a projecr, spray
completely off those edges, a5 shown
in the Hhtrtions on page 26. This
keeps the pant coverage at the cdges
consistent with the coverage in the
field of the pmoject. Place Kraft paper,
cardboard, or newspaper under your
project to catch the overspray,

m Exaggerate p. Another
way to ensure complete coverage

is o overlap each coat of paint by
roughly 1% (Nlustrarions, page 26).

m Make Perpendicular Passes
A good way 1o avoid
INCONSIstencies as you
spray on additional
coats of paint 14 to use
a “erosshatch” pattern.

LM el

Uverin

In other words, spray
the second coat perpen-
dicular to the first.

m Krep Paint
INkinner on Hand

If you do experience

a run or drip, the best
solution 1 to wipe that
aren down with paint

(il o

drips, O

Even with sanding sealor, a sngl
jes an the

the piece

any
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Multlplu Lnﬂ,

aint color allow

show through
reale a smooth, oven Tmes (gnE
thinner, let it dry, and re-spray it It
only takes a few exmra seconds, and
it ensures 3 smooth, even finish.

E Check
poody lit work area, it can be difficule
to tell if your paint is smooth and
even. By shining a worklight aver the
surface at a low angle, vou can easily
detect any inconsistencies (Fhoro, below),

it with o Worklight. Ina

m Sand between " Stages.” You
don't need to sand berween every
coat. But it 8 a pood idea o sand
berween each “stage,” such as between
the prinser and the color coar. Let

the paint dry thoroughly, sand Lightly
with 400-grit sandpaper, and then
remove dust before applying the coats
for the next stge,

m Consider n Clear Coat. For
sdded protection, you may wang to
consider spraying on a clear coat.
Both lacquer and palyurethane are
available in spray-on finshes m satin,
semi-gloss, and ghoss sheens
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FINISHING TCLICHES

5 COOL NEW
SPRAY PAINT OPTIONS

Think of something you'd ke
biy paint— or i unigue Exmre
you'd like to apply to that
“something"—and
chances are there's a spray
paint for the job. Here'’s a
sampling of five coal new
spray paints
Water-Based
Paint — O recent
| advance in spray=painting
technology is water-
based spray paint (Plaota,

oy : ﬁ_'ﬁ'_l. It sprays on just as
smoothly and dries just
a5 quickly as standard spray

paine. But the advantage of

water-based paint
18 the low odor
and lack of fumes
compared with
other spray pants. Plus, i
ety 10 clean up wath wap
and water when you're
done working. As for the
finush, it just as durable
s a solvent-based spray
paint once it dries,

A “Hammered™
Finish —=Though
many textured spray
painzs arc available,
one of the most
interesting is this
“hammered” finish (Bhato, Delow).
The Anish locks like thousands
of uny hammer
marks have been
made in the glosy
metallic finish of
the paint. It creates
a particularly
ateractive look on
metal items such
a8 buckets and
toolboxes. Plus, it
more durable than
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Whether it's a durable outdoor finish, a coating for specialty malerials, or a

decoratve faux fimish. chances ane grmd there's a spray paent for the progact

conventional spray paint, making
it great for preventing rust or for
exterior use,

Spray-on Stone— This unique
product is really more like a spray
texture than a spray paint, bat the
stonc look it creates 15 one of a
kind (Photo, befow), It uses thick,
multi-colored paint particles to
produce the look of natural stone
an things like clay

pots and other
decorative items.
One thing to be
aware of about this
stone spray paint i that it
takes longer to dry than
other spray pﬂ:dufl!

and Krylon form a serong bond with
plastic and dry evenly in 15 miinuoees,
These specialty paint allow you to
completely transform dull or faded
plastic patio furniture, tovs, and any

{about 3 to 4 hours), other plashic parts sound your howse
Crackled Comt—Yet that need a duth of color ([Phona, belowd
anather popular textured For more information on any of
fimish 15 this “crackle™ the spray paint products mentoned
finish from Rust-Oleum  here, vimn Ruose-Clewms websie
(Phota, above right), Tt at Rustolewm com, or Krylon's
actually comes in a kit at Krylon.conm, THE

with two spray cany: 4

metallic base coat that goes
an first, and a colored crackle coat
that goes on when the base coat i
dry (in abowt 30 minues)

As you spray on thas top “crackle™
coat, it reacts with the base coat, and
the texture begins to appear, You can
create larger cracks in the surface by
immediacely making another pass
with the crackle coat.

Paint for Plastics—In the pas,
spray paint would not bond and
dry propery on plistic. But special
formulatiomn from both Fust-Oleum



mmmé S CURB APPEAL WITH A

Carriage-Style

Garage Door

A garage door typically cecupies M percent ar more o
the front face of a home. Any way vou look at it that
makes the garage door 3 major coninbutor— cithier
positively or neganively—to the home's curh appeal

Desire to make this facade appealing has drven the
growing popularity of carriage-style garage doors, o new
stylized breed that several door manufactorers are now
offering, From the soreee, these doors appear to swing open
like o traditional carriage howse door. But when you open
and elose the doeor, its made up of segnented horizontal
panels that roll up and down on a track
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The tansformation these doors bring is dramatic, as

you can cleardly see when you compare the great-looking
door above o the plain ilab in the Before Pholo. Now this
highly visible facade makes a statement that helps define
the home’ style, rather than detmact from it

From Roll-up to Swing-out— How do manubfic-
turers make a roll-up garge door look like & swing-out
carringe door? To see how this v accomplished. look at
the Mustwation an page 31. Mote that on this door, cach
icgmietited panel is made up of 2 nigad frame surrounding
3 foam core. Panels with wood “grain™ are applied over



Rails & Stiles ||
rreate the book
of a tradibenal

this core, and then rails (horizontal members) and sales
{vertcal members) gee applied to these wood-grain panels,
To wrick the eve, the rails and stiles are strategically
placed to draw attention away from the horizontal joint
lines between the panels. On this paricular door from
Jeld-Wen's Carriage House collection, vertical V=grooves
in the stiles create the appearance of four individual doors.
The door thown here represents just one of many seyles
offered by garage door manufacturers, by the way (Soupres,
above) You can see more in the photos on page 32. That
variety makes it easy to match most any architectural style.

CARRIAGE-STYLE DOOR ANATOMY

~ V-grooves
plaSe i —
LY
Jndiﬁua |

| doars

Hardware ﬂpﬁuml—ﬁ]ﬂ:n::gb we chose not to add
hardware to this door, it can be osed to carry the swing-
open illusion even further, These hinges doar pulls, and
faux latches offer a greae way to further personalize the
style of the door.

Door Materials—Sryles aside, these new carriage-
style doors akso are available n a range of matcraks,
including steel, compasite, and wood. Check out the chart
on page 32 for the relative advantages and disadvantages of
cach type of material, a8 well ag a glimpie at how the door
gets installed.
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O GARAGE GEAR

O

A GLIMPSE AT THE INSTALL

Most garage door manufacturers
recommend leaving the detuls of the
installation in the hands of a profes-
sional installer, and we agree.

There are a number of reasons
for this. For one, some garage door
components and hardware are quite
heavy and difficult to move around
safely, Also, the installation involves
putnng springs under tension, which
can be dangerous unless you know
what you're doing. And finally, the
door could rack, preventing it from
opening properly if the parts aren't
aligned correctly in the opening.

For these reasons, we marned
to Adams Door Company of Des
Moines, IA, for our garage door
installation. It ook about three hours,
cost 8250, and the installers even
hauled away the old door.

At right, you'll see a few af the
steps our installers went through to
put in our new door,

e Z
Qo
<L v
b =
- =5
=
-
o= U
wWooD
COST: $500 TO $1,500 $1,500 TO $3,000 $2,000 TO $10,000
Details stamped into surface  Applied rails and stiles look like The most authentic camage
APPEARANCE: look very convinding from wood, even on close inspection.  house appearance. Usually
the curb. Always painted. Can be painted or stained stained and finished.
ENERGY Good (R-values range Excellent (R-values range Fair (Usually R-values
EFFICIENCY: from R-4 to R-12) from R-6 1o R-12) don’t exceed R-6)
Good Excellent Fair
DURABILITY: (Can dent or rust) Won't rot, dent, rust {Can warp, ﬂﬂfk, or
or delaminate) rol If neglected)
MAINTENANCE i i i 0 it
: {Requires occasional painti i BQuires a G
painting)  (Requires occasional painting) of finish N )
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SIMPLE TIPS FOR

Cutting Sheet Goods

The biggest challenge when working with heavy sheet goods like

plywood and MDF is cutting them. These tips and tricks make it easy.

ateriaks such as MDFE

particleboard, and

plywoeod —conmonly
known uy "sheet goods™ because they're
produced in large 4-f. x B-ft. sheets— have
become the materials of choice for !!|L11|§1|ig
cabmets and built-ins. (The storage lockers
an page 42, for example, are built using
MDF and plywood.) Sheet goods make
sense because they allow you o create
large panels that are flat and saable, and they
greatly simplify project joinery and assembly,

VWORKRENCH OCTOBER 2007

For all their advantages, though, sheet
goods have a big drowback. Their large size
mikes the sheets heavy and awkward to
handle: A sheet of 24 "-thick MDF weighs
abour 100 ;um:n!n. S0 moving sheets around
and cutting them up can be challenging

But vou can ger grest results without 2
table taw or a fancy workshop, and without
having o heft the sheets around. All you
need are a circular saw, a saw guade, a pg
B, J.H.Li i [-l.”\"f |||.l-.".||-|.|r|[|b'; ..'IDIJ. IlJ.lf.ll.l]Ll.E [Ul.ll.\.
along with these siniple tricks and tps.




CREATE A CUTTING BDARD
Rt {biur cutbing theot 50 uisshoree
sy Ly & shieet o T AHACRC Priim
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Wi oo e e Toshim rmgeey irness

USE AN EDGE GUIDE

T e et wypy s Wl 4 0 L ey

b gy St b o ke (o delge guade
(Preates rigpel} Wi hosughe s (ene, (made
by Swwesrviah Tool Coenpany, ol Lowe™ for
fey thian 520 | has twg 50" Lanhg sections
A0 oo with ellmips, You G Aae 2
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=
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GET THE CORRECT GEAR

Along walfva S vou | need several wmple

ool to Ersure pre . 1% N0 SMOoOLN CLUts
W sheest Qoods. A

Sure the cut s s
sheet goods. The 40-tooth carbide-tpped blade
showry hereworks graat, yet sefls for less than 520

TAG TEAM CURVES
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P LLbvEs: B 3 e
Whanmg - s af (e
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 using today's oder 8
materials, floorcloths are

" as practical-as they are

v fun and easy'to paint.

Using acrylic paints, a
few brushes, and a little”
imagination, you can
create unique, durable,
and functional art for
your floor.
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Fancy Floorcloths

How do you protect your beautiful hardwood floor from grime and scuffs?

Paint a colorful work of art on a durable canvas floorcloth, of course!

Having a stylish, custom work of art under-
foot 1sn't the only reason to consider making a
floorcloth. Unlike woven rugs, canvas floor-
cloths are easy to clean with soap and water.
And they're extremely durable, as well,

Those attributes are a result of the material
n floorcloth 18 made of — canvas. Although
you could use off-the-shelf canvas, preparing
the material to paint on can be a fussy, tme-
consuming process. So | recommend using
canvas made specifically for Aloorcloths. Ir's
made from the heaviest weight canvas, and
it primed on both tides. A second primer
coat on one ade creates a superior paintable
surface. You can bay primed and ready-to-
pant foorcloth canvas in a roll from online
art materials suppliers fiee Supplies).

After purchasing vour material, you'll need o
find a large worksurface where you can work on
your floorcloth and let w lie Aat for several days
as you apply layers of pamt, [ just set a sheer of
phywood on a pair of sswhorses for thac

Sizing the Canvas—To get starred, vou'll
need to decide what size your fimshed floorcloth
will be. Add 4" to the length and wadth of those
dimensions, and then cut your canvas to thar sze.
The extra muterial will get folded under when
vou hem the edges of the Aoorcloth.

[/l HEM THE EDGES //

1] To prevent the canvas from bunching
at the comers, make a straight trim cut
followed by a 45° cut (shown).

2] Agply double-sided carpet tape to ong
edge of the floorcloth at a time and press
down fiemly along its entire length

Mow you're ready to stare panting the
floorcloth. Lay the canvas, double-primed side
up, on your worksurface. You can tell which
i the double-primed side because its whiter
and smoother than the single-primed side.

To seal the canvas and get it ready for
subsequent coats of paint, you'll need to apply
3 basecoat of color to the entire canvas. | used
gray for the basecoat on this foorcloth because
it’s the predommant color of the finished cloth,
To apply the basecoar, use a 2"-wide trim brush
and paint the entire surface. Brush the paine in

all directions, serubbing it into the canvas weave,

If the canvas bubbles or warps while it is wet,
don’t worry. It wall fatten out once s dry.

Hem the Edges—The next step s o
hem the canvas i order to create a fimshed
look around the edges of the floorcloth. To do
that, Aip the canvas over, and then measure and
mark 2" from each edge all the way around the
perimeter ([ustration, page 41), At the corners,
measure and mark 4" from each corner, draw
a dhagonal line across the corner from mark to
mark, and mum the canvas as shown m Fig 1.

To complete the hem, crease the canvas
along the layout lines. Then apply double-
sided carpet rape. and press the hem in place
{(Fips. 2 and 3).

wivw WorkbenchMagazine com

SUPPLIES

Paint

Othier Supplies:

3] Crease the hem along one side at o
time, then firmly press along the edges
for good contact with the carpet tape.
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// LAY OUT & PAINT A MOTTLED DESIGN //

4] Use a metal rule and chalk to lay
out- the center rectangle, borders. and
comer biocks on the fioondath.

Lay Out the Design— Once the
carvas 1 hernmed, the next step & to
lay ot the basic design. This Aoorcloth
destign feartures o large center rectangle,
surmounded by long, narmow rectangles
and punceuated with smaller comer
blocks ([mmion, page 41).

Design Overview — Although it
has several design elements, this floor
cloth s easy to paine | emploved twa
background techniques along with two
detail motf, which produced a umple
bt dynamic contemporary design. One
techimique nesults m a mottded effect for
the center and comer blocks, and the
sceond technigue creates a linear effect
as 2 background for the detail motifs.

table runner and & placemat,

For the tabde runngl, basecoat the <2nvd with
wory first, and then brush on a gold glae ing
fong, horizontal strokes. Afiar that, vo- 1 sencl!
and wory paint 1o 280 an oversized Hoval mo!

To maes the placemar brst Lasesoat the
i weith wory, Neat, glare the outuide sections
With gold just likie the Lable ruitner, Ther, denei
on v using dirk gold accented weith giesn
M strnge the i wsd thon with very snd
inold Finally. thoe off and point the colontd bands
Lrotwien soctroms-weth ligh! gresn Efiowen 1

wnh & ol rEsn Gise
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_QUICK & EASY DECORATIVE ACCENTS

Before theowiig out those lettower scram of
floorciath COIWAS. Yo may Want 1D WO two
TVIONE Jrheas LIS Tve SATme pamnng techmiaues; 4

5] Use a double imiler 1o apply one ight
gray and one dark gray calor on the
cemter and corner floorcloth sections.

Mottling Magic—The center
rectangle 1 pamted first | wanted a
twe-tone gray mottled etfect for this
area and also for the corner Blocks
That effect is accomplished wsing 2 Wall
Magic double-roller kat.

Seart by using Jow-tack painter’s
tpe to mask off that arca. Then pour
two paint colors into the divided paine
pan provided in die kit (light and dark
gray for this foorclodh). Now load the
double roller, and apply dye paint wing
overlapping Wodhaped strokes (Fg 51
Don’t over-work the: paine; simply Jet
it create a random effece. Remove the
tape, anel let the area dry. Then tape and
paint the corner blocks the same way,

6] Before painting the border sections,
seal along the edge of the tape by
applying dark gray paint.

Creative Combing—The decora-
tive gold borders are panted next. Here,
1 wsed a combed effect. The borders wall
get basecoated with a hight vory paint
to begin the process.

Ty avoid having the rory color run
under the painter’s ape, seal the edges
of the tape with the initial basecoar
color (dark gray) 1o form a barrier
{Fig. &). Now apply the wory basecoat,
and et diry.

The combed effect s created with
glaze and a “comb™ thar's made from a
squeegee (Photo, above right).

First, you'll need to make a glaze
mixture from four pares glaze medinm
and ane pant gold paint. Next, wang




Croate a homamrade {aud oomb by
culting Vshaped teath glong the iength
o & 10%-avide squicegie blade

long, seraight strokes, brush on a

thin coat of glaze (Fip 7). Now ly a

strnightedge along one long edge, hold
one end of the squecgee comb againse
the sraightedge, and pull a contmions
sroke from one end of the recangle w
the other (Fg 8). Let it dry thomughly:

Decorative Details—Finally, i’
time to paint the decorative detuls.
Using the swirl motif pattern provided
online at WorkbenchMagazine com
and the Mwsteation at right a8 3 guide
for placement, trace the swirks onto the
floardoth. Use 4 small round arosty’
brush eo paint the swirls dark groy, and
let them dry (Fie 21

The decorative swish strokes are
the final design elements to paint. Use
a trim brush to pant light pray srokes
between the swirk. This sooke s done
in a drag-and-lift motion to crate the
streaky effect ar each end of dhe swash
(Fig. 10). After they dry, lightdy stroke
ncross the ght gray swashes with
pold glaze, letting the lighe gray show
through. Continue to tape, glaze, and
paint the detail motifi on the remaining
border sections.

Accent the Borders—Painting
the accent lines around the borders
18 last. Tape them off, and pant them
one color st a ime. The inner accent
line 15 dark brown, and the outer line
s dark gray.

The Big Finish—To proteet the
paint and ensure durabilicy, you'll want
to apply a tinish 1o the Acorcloth, First,
apply two coats of serylic palymer
water-based varnsh,

After the varnish has dned, there’s
one final step —applying paste wax.
Wax creatcs a barrier that keeps dirt
from damaging the finish. Look for a

good quality paste wax, such as bowling
alley wax. It can be wied with hight
colors without discolorng the paint.
Use clean, soft rags fior applying
and buffing the wax. After applying
the paste wax, you can safely scrub the
sirfice of the floorcloth. IF you rewax
periadically and keep it clean, your
floorcloth will wear well and give you
yean of empoymenic
Installing the Floorcloth—Afier
painting and fimshing the foorcloth, Lay
it flar on the foor for o day or two, o it
can flatten out and “relax " Then move
your formiture mto place and enjoy

your personalized floor art. "I

—Wrinten and designed by Pamicia
Caarrington, illvestrated by Erich Lage

Diark Geay
Accent Lene

Fald Line

/I COMB THE BORDERS /#/

8] Using a straightedge as a guide, pull
the squeages comb In one continuous
stroke along the length of the section,

7] Apply gold glaze to one border sec-

tion by pulling the brush in long. straight
strokes lengthwise over the section,

[ ADD DETAILS //

10] Using a drag-and-(ift motion, paint

9] Use a round artist's brush to paint dark

swirls on the border, letting some of the brush swashes between the swirls, first
miatits “bleed” off the edge of the section.  with light gray and then with gold.
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Need more storage space
in your entryway? Look-
ing to add a little style,
as well? Want to do both
without spending much
money? Look no further.
This stunning storage
system offers seating
space, hooks for hanging
clothes, and cubbies to
corral life's clutter.

This locker system is
modular, too, which makes
it versatile. You can build
one, two, or more to suit
your needs. And best of
all, you can put together
the entire set shown for
less than 5200, thanks
to the fact that it's made
from inexpensive, sturdy
construction materials.




his locker system proves that you don't need
1 lot of tools or complicated construction
technigues to build a great-looking project.

For starters, the lockers are made from medium-density
fiberboard (MDF), which costs only about $20 per sheet. And
you can cut all the parts for one locker unit from two sheets.

Second, all the parts are cut with two saws yoiu prob-
ably already own:a circular saw and a jig saw. W also
used a router equipped
with 3 %" roundover bit
to ease the edges on some
of the pleces.

Aside from those tools,
all you'll need is a drill and
a device called a pocket-
hole jig (which you can
pick up for about $45).
The jig lets you drill angled
holes for special serews thar
allow you to attach most of
the pieces without visible
screws, You can learn more

about pocket-hole jigs at

Though there's nothing
comphicated about building
with MDF the sheews
are heavy, That means 3
complete locker wall weigh
in at close to 150 pounds.
For that reason, this project
is bualt as three separite
rmits, as shown in the
Consiruction View at nigl,

If you're building
multiple wnits that you plan
to join together, as we did
here, there is one more
thing you'll need to note.
Look at the Comstraction
Fiaw again, and you'll see
that the seat and top panels on the locker unit, as well
as the top of the cubbies, overhang on each side. That
makes for an interesting design deeail. Bue if you join two
or more units, these overhangs prevent them from fitting
tightly ogether. The soluton, though, 15 sumple, Just eim
these panels flush if you'll be jomning units side by ade.

BEGIN WITH THE BASE — The hase is the logical
unit (o build first, as it serves as the foundation for the
rest of the project. The base s built with two curved
end panels and a curved divider that form the “legs™
of the locker (Buse Construction). The ends and divider
are attached to a back panel, and two stretchers span

44 WORKBENCH OCTOBER 2007

between the ends and divider to add rigidity. Here's how
it all goes together:

1] Swart by cutting the base ends (A) to size. The easiest way
o do this 18 to cut recaangular preces first, and then come
back wath a yig saw to cut them to shape (Base End Pattern).
2] Cut the base divider (B) to size using the same technigues.
Mote that s %" narrower since it butes against the back panel.

31 MNext, cut the base
back (C) and two
stretchers (1) to size.
4] Now drill pocket
holes in the base ends,
back panel, and stretchers.
The exact locations for
these holes are shown
on the builder’s draw-
ings that you can
download free from

5] Before asembling the
base, rout 4" roundovers
on the curved edges of
the ends and the divider.
Don't round over the wp,
bowom, or back edges

5] Also rout a roundover
on the outide lower edge
of cach stretcher.

71 To assemble the

base, start by gluing and
pocker-screwing the base
ends o the back panel
{Phota, below),

8] Then glue and scrow
the center divider 1o the
back panel.

9] Now pasition the
stretchers, and glie and
screw them in plice.

To assemble the base, start by clamping the ends 1o the back
panel. Make sure the back panel sits flush with the rear edge
of each base end. Then drive in the pocket screws,



PR S
_ LONSTRU

OVERALL DIMENSIONS: 35° W 20%° Dx &9%° B

Cubby Unit
positioned at the
top provides
accessible storage
far senall Hems

Locker Unit
has ample
rooim for hanging
swEaiery, hats,
and backpacks

4" MDF x 173" x 337

PRI TEC S

d VIEW

}_._'._*'_' .l:_".- =

Builder's Plans & More
You can download complete
builder's diawings, cutting dizgrams
and a materads it for this project
\ FREE at WorkbenchMagazne com
— Modular Construction
{ makes it easier to bulld the
i Iockers in sections and then install
them in your heme
Beadboard
praviclies an masy,
economical way
to drets up
fhe tocker A
| \_Ha" Medium-Density
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LET"S BUILD THE LOCKER — MNow s ame (o build the
center “locker™ pmt. It’s buil using rechniques similor wo the
base. Here's how the locker unit goes together:

1] Make the sides (E) by cutting two rectangular pieces,
and then cutting the front profile on each wsing a circular
saw and jig 1w, as shown on page 3.

4] The next step is to cut the locker back (F) to size. Then
cut the overlay (G) ro march from beadboard plywood.

3] Now cut a seat panel (H) and locker top (I) to size. You'l
recall that before cutting these pieces, you need to determine
if they Il overhang at both ends (# you're binlding a single
locker), or if they need ro fir flush at one or boch ends (il
you'll be joming two or more lockers together).

CUBBY CONSTRUCTION (i
CuBBY TOP
uﬁm B4 MDFx 17* 369
(B MDF x 8" x 1157 i

CUBEY DIVIDER
" MOF 2 8° x117)

I-ln:
4" MDF x 8* 1 317)

Holes, countersunk from
anderneath, for CONRECIoNn SCRews

®
LOCKER BACK —
™ MDF 1 33° £ 42°)

LOCKER SIDE
£ MDF 3 127 5427

NOTE: Bl
euthing horyental
panels (M, ] o
size, determing
whethir locker

4] Mow lay out and drill pocket holes around the perimeter
of the locker back. These will hold serews used to atach the
sides, seat panel, and top 1o the locker back (Side Viewy befoe).
5] Drill holes in the seat panel for screws that will secure the
locker udes {Lacker Mosnting Detanl, page 45). For a sturdy
asembly, | wed special “connector screwa™ here, (Learn mome
about these serews at WorkbenchMagazine, cow. )

6] Mow drill mounting holes in the top panel. The outermost
hales (for attaching the locker top) need to be countersunk
from the upper face of the locker top The mner holes (for
ataching the cubby unit) get countersunk from the fower face.
71 To soften the sharp edges of the locker panels, rout 14"
roundovers on the exposed edges of the locker parts, That
inchacles the leading edges of the sides, seat, and top,

8] Begin assembling the locker unit by gluing and
screwing the back to the sides (Top Views).

9] Position the locker top, and then glue and screw it in
place [Side View).

10] Posmon the seat panel, and then dove i pocket serews
to attach it to the back. Dirfve connector screwy through the
hale in the seat panel o seciire it to the sde,

111 Atmach the beadboard overiay with glue and brads.

CAP IT WITH CUBBIES — After building the kower unis,
the overhead cubby unit is simple (Cubby Constriction). It
consiit of just six rectangular picces, buile as follows;




1] Start by cutting the cubby ends (]}, dividers (K). back
(L}, and top (M) to size,

2] Mow drill pocket holes in the back panel. These will
hold pocket screws that attach the back to the cubby ends
and top (and to the top of the locker unit lacer).

3] Drill holes in the cubby back and top for serews that
will artach the dividers.

4] Use a router to round over the leading edges of the
dividers, as well as the front edges and ends of the cubby top.
5] After that, glue and screwy the cubby unit together

INSTALL THE LOCKERS — With all the pieces built,
you're just about ready 1o move on to installation, But
before you do, it’s a good idea to prime and paint every-
thing now. You'll have an easier time working on the
picces and won't end up making a mess in the house

Ongce the lockers are painted, you can install them in
your home. You'll want to recruit a helper to assise you
with carrying, steadying, and attaching the pieces. Then
Just follow the sequence in these Photos to msrall your
lockers and put them to use. TN

—Written by David Stone, illustrated by Erich Lage, project
designed by Mike Dosowan

1] Set the base in place and mark the

baseboard. Then cut out the baseboard,
so the locker can fit tight to the wall

3] Add the overhiead cubbies next. Apply a bead of construc-

tion adhesive 1o the bottom edge of the cubby ends, and
then set the cubbies in position.

2] With the base sitting away from the wall, set the locker unit on the base. Align
the seat panel, making sure that it sits flush or overhangs where necessary (feft).
Then drive pocket screws that secure the locker unit to the base (right).

4] To secure the cubbies, drive connecting screws thraugh
the haoles in the locker top and into the cubby dividers, Then
drive pocket screws in through the back panal,

5] Make sure the locker assembly sits level from front to
back and side to side. Then screw it to the wall studs,
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ordittary objects

extraordinary lights

Turn everyday objects like these canning jars into attention-getting
pendant lights. All you need are a few tools, an inexpensive light
fixture, and a healthy dose of imagination.

=
e

48 WORKRENCH OCTOBER 2007




tghonge s onc of those decorating
touches that can really make the look of
a room. Unfortunately, lighting can alo
break your decorating budget, especaally
1F you want ‘LI.HZ'I:IL'”'IIII'rT_ more 1|1|1l'||.:||.'
than the off-the-shelf fixcures found in
home centers
Bur whart if 1 told you that yvou can
create one-of-a-kind _;'-t'|u| int h!.thrw el
home for as litthe as $25 to $30 each?
The key is starung with
a pre-wired pendant
lighung hxwere. We found
one at Lowes that comes

1|l|~|_'.'|u1§.' assenibled wath the cover |‘|].|I!|_'. an
adjustable-length cord. and light socket (Wustne-
tivers, right). See the Buyers Ciodde on page 50

Oince you h.!':'l_" Your F!‘.‘\':HT!.". WOl cun !.{Ll Ot
and find obyects chat can be turned 1nto inter-
esting pendants. The pendants at left provide a
great example of what's possible. They're made
:.l'l..ll:ll !IJJ!-—FJ:”IJ“ I.'a'l.!'l!'”l]l_"‘ jars l.ll..l-!l:l 1.]3“.' ?.'JTI:'!u
20th century, 1 found them at a local antigue
shop, complete wath lids, for about §5 cach

The jars also came with loads of personaliry
Bubbles and inconsistencies are abundant in
the old ghs, and the logos (" Atlas,” in this cise)
are unique. | found ample supplies of these jars
thrl.'ll.]:_.:]'i !’.'B-.{_\ ..L[llj l'lt}'-fT \'”'llir":f' YENUrs, as '\"r"!.'“.

Iransforming the jars into pendant lights 15
surprisingly simple. I'll walk you through the
process beginning on page 5(

Adter nmakmg these pendants, | started
noticing a lor more off-the-wall stems in other
ancique shops, and even bag recail stores, chae
would make fun and funcrional one-ot-a-kind
pendants, as well. On page 51, vou can see four
other varations that are also simple 1o make
lhey can serve as mspiration to ket you shed

vour own light on this project

Cover Plate
mounts 10 undlon
box m cexleng 10
protect and conceal
Wiring connections

- ~ Cord
can be pulled
throwgh coflar in
cowar plate 1o
engthen or sharten
it and gets secuned
wath 2 sel Witw

Light Socket
fits through a 1% hole
inlid and accegls ulbs

with & “candalabra®
base up to 60 watts

Lid
Antigque
Canning Jar
has the bottom
Lock b . 7 4 removid, then 4 frosted
Ring = - - finish speayed Inside

to allaw e personality
of the antique glass
o show thhough
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The lighting effect that the canming-jar pendant creates is
dramatic. This s due to the face that the bottom of each

jar pets removed, allowing the hight from a modest 20-
watt bulb to lluminate objects below the pendane.

The remainder of each jar gets o frosted finish that
'|_‘l|'|.'|-dl.||,".‘.'ﬁ a soft, diffuse |i.g}1t.Ti1;1.t finsh i an the fmarde walls
of the jar. so the ouside retains its original look. This way,
the bubbles, imperfections, and color of the glas sall show,

You might imagine that cuming the jar would be
difficule. Bug its easy if you use a boude cutter to score the
glass. (1 found one at BogtleCutter com. ) You can see how
to do that mn the Photo ar left.

After scoring the gliss, you need o break the bortom
off ar the scare line (Fige 1 and 2, below), Then you can
smooth and frost the glass (Figs. 3 and 4, belosw), and
prepare the lid (Figs. 5 and 6, right).

Oh yeah, you'll need to add the wining, of course. But
that’s a no-brainer thasiks to the pre-wired fixture. Just slip
the socket m place in the hd (Fig 7, right} -

Fosition the jar on the bottle cutter, and then rotate the ;
jar five or six times, pressing firmly, to score the glass. —Witten by David Stone, itusteated by Kunt Schltz, profect

SUPPLIES NEEDED
Portfolio Mini Pendant
127026, Lowes Foim

BC Quick-Silver Botlk

Cutter kit twith diamond

filel; BattleCutier.com

Other Toals:
1" .:::uﬂl_' E-H_
Canclle, Hammier, Drill,

Frosted Spray Pamt
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designred by Mike Donovan

1] Hald the jar with the score line directly 2] Run cold water over the jar to crack
over the flame of a candle and rotate it the glass. if it doesn’t crack completaly,
several times to heat and stress the glass, use the cutter again to complete the cut.

3] Use a diamond file and cutting oil (both 4] The frosted finish comes from a
come with the bottle cutter) to smooth the  spray can. Simply aim through the jar
edge, making it sale to touch. neeck first, then through the cut end




5] If the old glass seal remains in the lid, you'll
nead to ramave it. Ether pry the seal free, or break
it with a hammer and remove the pieces

6] Dnil a 174"
hole in the fid
for the sockel
The soft Bnc

lid drilts @asily
with & standard
spade bit. Use
a damp as a
handle to hold
the lid. That
way, il the bat
grabs, it won't
pull tha lid from
your hand

7] Slhip the light socket through the hole and install
the lock ring, Hand tighten it only so you don't
deform the lid or break the socket

MR. SPEAKER

This pendant
starts with an
Atwater Kent
speaker housing
from an antique ,
shop. To accept
the hght socket,
drill a ring of 4"
holes, then cut
the center out to
make a hole

—

CUBE LIGHT

Start with a Walk
nut Medim Wall
Cube Target.com).
Add a Va"'-plywood
tap, and then

drill a hole for the
socket. Drill holas,
and then add
decorative 34"
steel rods.

LIGHT BOX

A 10"-long storage
box for compact
discs (Target.com
becomes a colorful
pendant by gluing
the lid to the box
battam, baring
hale through both,
and then shpping ir
the light sockot

UNDER WIRE

Take home arganiz-
ers to a new height
by turning a wire-
mesh “Tabletop
File™ (Target.com)
into an industrial-
chic pondant. Just
cut the wire mesh
to create a hole in
the bottom.
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Not so long ago, a big TV and
a killer audio system required
a huge entertainment center
to house them. Not anymore.
=3 o ’ Thanks to flat-screen TVs
L and compact stereos and
speakers, you can have an
amazing audio-visual system
in a relatively small space.
This media center echoes
those trends, with space for
equipment plus storage for
CDs and DVDs in a sleek,
compact package. And you
can build one customized to
suit your needs in a weekend.

rl




MOTE: Drive screws thvough cabinet tap and bottom PATMOFR12W' 2 90Y) e
1o atach spacer and cap (Attachment Detoi, below) /== l:;_‘:iug' S

{%" hardboard x 12° x 88%")

Bottom Cap

NOTE: Lével mounting cleat
on wall, and then attach to wall
N pi2x3 shds (Cleat Detail, below)
\' Woodscrew
w m-:; T_-al..:'_:_-i'_‘.ﬂn I | '.'_LL,‘:EJ-J-_':._
Cabingt Door
(15" x 15"
WALL CLEAT
Al 1% x 7Y
NOTE: Select the quantity
and sie of cabinets fimt, and
{nen sire the tophotiom caps
and spacers ta il

#12x3" Fh
Wooadscrew
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When we sy this medi
center 1 a weckend project,
we mean it We kepr the
COTEEruCmon i.lrl"p]d‘ o
exsure thar you could bunld
anc inseall it 0 & couple days

Keep it Simple—The
secret (o thar \'.Iilnpllf'i:l"!." 1%
starting with pre-finshed
kitchen wall cabinets
(Construction Fiew,

Usang these cabiners
makes it easy to adapt the
center to the size and style
you need. For thas center,
we went with three 15"-mnll
by 3 -wude upper cabines

For style, we chose
clear-finshed maple
cabiners. Theyre *fat-pack™
units from the home center
thar go together with a
few screws (Buyer’s Giende)
You'll abo find these
I.,.Jh INEL m U]k. L'I.'Ifl'l'\". ﬂ“i.l
other species. For doors
(sold separately), we chose a
frame-and-panel design,

The cabmers get screwed
together, then sandwiched
berween top and bottom
caps made from medivms-
density fiberboard (MIDF)
You can learn how o cut
this material on page 34

The Caps are set on
spacers made from W"-thick
hardboard thae create an
artrctive shadow line (Cap &
Sparer Denaill. Bath the caps
and the spacers get painted

Get It Together—
With this m mind, you can
build your media center

Start by carefully aligning
vour cabinets. Then drill
pilor holes, and sttach them
end-to-end. 1 vied trimbead
screws desipned for use with
cabincts {(Anachment Deail)

Cap I OfF—Now
take the MIF top and
botrom caps, Te do that,
measure the ol depeh of
thi cabiners, including the
doors, and rip rwo pieces of

MDF to thar width. Measure
the length of the cabinets,
and cut the caps o maich,
T muake the spacers,
just suberact 24" from the
width of a cap, and tip the
spacers from Y4" hardbaard,
Then subtract 114" from the
length of the cap, and ¢ut
the spacers to that leogth
You'll want w paint
the spacers and caps befon:
wstallmg them. I sprayed on
ewo coats of Har black, and
thien speayed a topeoat of
clear satin pohyurethane,
Thart done, posinon one
spacer and cap,and aach
them. Then fiip the cabines
OVeT, and add the others

Keep your DVDs organized and out of the way, but still easy to
get to, by building this handy organizer. it slips into one cabinet
in the media center and holds 48 DVDs in ther protective cases.

A cleat that's mounted 1o the wall and screwed 1o the
studs helps support the weight of the media center and TV,

Hang It Up—Installing
the center is even simples
than building it. Firt mount
a cheat 1o the wall studs,
making sure its level, for
the center to 1est on (Cleat
Detenal, fedt, avnid Plotoy afnse)
Have someone help you lift
the center onto the cleat, and
then drive screws through
the mountmg rails in the
cabimets and o the suds

Fill It With Function—
To give the center more
than just great looks, we
added a simple orgomzer
that holds DVD ar CD

cases (Phora, rop). Here,

we started with pre-made
plastic holders from a
mail-ocder suppher (Buyer’s
Gimde). The holders fir

o 3 case made of maple
and leftover hardboard
{Orgetivizer Constrviction).

To make the case, just
cut the pieces to size, screw
them together, and arach
the plastic holders. "HR

—Written by David Srorne,
iflstrated by Matt Scotr,
profect designed by Janes 1,
Dnerning

BUYER'S GUIDE

Al s Price

Catunets. Matural Maple
P30S, Dooe: Farfeld™
RFRAFD]

BOO-441-0037, MilPride rom
(nwadatle 87 HoMEDero? oo )

Atlas Housewares

Bylly, Bure-Tech Hook Knob;
frushied Nickel (#AR08)
A00-TH0-6755
AtlpaHouseyares. com

S
Rockber Hardware

Pop-1n OVD Helder [£53872)
(Akso avpdable: Pop-in CD
Hodder 59 00H)
BOO- } 734441

Boschli com

Dell

42" Plasma TV [WD4200)
8009963355

Ded.com

Berie

3-2-1 GA Sl I Home
e amnment SyTiem
BOO-395-2613

Bose COM

Hobby Lobly

Ascard Album Frames
A00-A8A-0321, ext. 1275
Hohbyloblycom or CarftsEts.com
PFier Ona Imports

Wigod Statue

BOO-J45-4595

Bl gom

Hoor Lamp

Homemarde, usng photographes's
light stand and umitrella refiector,
plus a track-light fiaure.
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shed

& turn on room style!
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ecomove moldings and accent
lighting are two ways o
completely change the look and feel of 3

roon. But if vou were to combine these

(REEY |'|l. INICTILS, JUisl 1mag

papact. That’s exactly what we accom-
plished with this unique “light bar”
Simple Project, Amazing Look—The

“bar" consises of pine boards char

assembled vo create a butle-up melding. This

s lid by s TR o T PO,
IO IOLESeS TWO TYPES O ||5_| e sCcent

and ambient lighting

Accent Lighting— Underneath the bar,

ve artched A track lighe system, [t accepts

lexible Yeooseneck” light fixtures that high

hight speaial pieces of art. Other hxtures «

ilso bee tsed o creare different visual effects
Ambient Lighting—Above the bar

an attmctive wash of lighe illuminaces che

willl and ceiling. This “a

! e ! 3
bient” hizhone

is ereated by L.E.ID rope hghis, which

are mounted to the bar in a self~adhesive

rack, (To learn morne about both kinds of

'|:_'||[:|JE'_. see the Sidelar on pare 39
All told, the material to create this light

bar cost aroond 8 100, Mot bad for project

that totally tmmstooms 3 Toom



m% JLTIOW ViEW

Rope Lights
{two at 6-f long)

Soif-Adhesive Track

for Rope Light ™

NOTE: |f possitile, instal
electrical outlet betvind
lleghet bt

WALL CLEAT
G e 1" 1 14

BUILD YOUR OWN

Light Bar

Before you begin building your hght
bar, you necd o decide how long it wall
be. We made ours about 12-f. long o
span a single wall. You could abo “wrap™
an entire room with light bar, or make
shorter bars for specific areas.

The electrical requirements also
need to be taken into account, | recom-

Aszemble the fasca upside down, us-
ing & spacer to create the reveals and
scrap blocks to steady the assembly,
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mend inetalling an outlet behind the bar
to hide wires from the track and rope
lighting (Comstmission Fiew; sbove). You'll
also want to install heht switches in a
vonvenient location.

As for the parts of che light bar, they
consist of o 12 wall cleat, a 1x4 support
rail that holds the fascia and track
lighting, and three 14"-thick boards that
get built up in “steps™ to form the fascia.

When telecting boards, there are a
couple things to keep in mind. Finst, of
you want i long bar, you may need o
ke long pieces from shorer boards, To
do that, simply bum short pieces mgether,
and join them with pocket scrows.

You also might have a hard ome
finding straight boards in the required
widths for this project. If that's the
case, you can purchase wider stock
and rip it to width using 2 table saw

The complete instructions for
building the bar shown above are

NOTE: il nesded, join
shartet bosids witf
bt joants and 19"
pocket screws fo make
onger pece

\“-—— 2" Trimhead

Lighting Track, S
1. lang

NOTE: Mount deallsuppon
il assembly to wall study with
¥ dong scewes. Then moen|
tantia with ghue and I
trimbead Strtws

SECTION VIEW DETAIL

%" Finish - Fascia

Nl
Rope
w"'"—-“
boss %uw \_ 2 e
- \\B b o o 1
I b
#1223 i
s ﬂ'\—n
£8x 1" Fn{ |
wall
stud NOTE: Drill counterbored pilot
H.’ holes for trimhead screws, then
Deywah - fill hales with wood filler
atter installation

covered in the following steps, Also,
see the top of page 59 for a couple of
alternatve design bdeas.

1] Saart by cutting the clear [A),
support ril (H), and “depped™ fascia
boards {C) to size wsing a table saw
and miter sow,

2] If you're planning to create

a long bar by butting the picces
together, sagger the crosscuts, so
they don’t align from one picce to
the next. (This will give you the
strongest possible assembly.) Now
drill pocket holes at the butt joints,
and drive pocket screws to create the



long boards. Fill and sand any gaps
between the boards,

3] Dry-clamp the cleat and support
rail, and drill pilot holes through the
underside of the support rail and mio
the cleat. Now glue and screw the
two parts together (Section View).

4] To reinforce the assembly, screw a
corner brace between the support mil
and the cleat cvery 18" or so.

5] Now irs ime to make the
“stepped” fascia. It consises of three
long serips that an: glued and nailed
together. The tricky part is keeping
these pieces aligned as you assemble
them. To do that, 1 used a 1"-wide
spacer to esmblish the “reveal™ between
each serip. It abso a good idea to have
a few ¥"—thick scrap blocks on hand

holes in the fascia to accept trimhead

screws, but don't mount the fatcia yet.
Mow prime and paint both assemblies,

71 Atrach the track lighting to the
underside of the support ral with
screws, and artach the rope lighting to
the top of the mil vsing self-adhesive
mounting tracks.

B] Now recruit a friend, level the
cleat/support rail asembly, and attach
#t to the wall by drving long serews
into wall studs.

9] Next, position the fascia on the
support mil, and attach #t by driving
screws 1nto the holes drilled earlier.
10] Fill the holes with wood filler,
sand it smooth, and apply a final coat
of paint to the fascia,

11] Accessorize the track with light

DESIGN OPTIONS

Flat Fasda. To creale &
ook use a single board 1or tho §

rathes than the Dult-up ~seps

ST DO ar

L

to prevent the assembly from tipping  fisxcures of your choice. "I
s you glue and mail the fascia together
(Photo, befow: lefT). —Written by Wiyatt Myers, [llustrated Classic Crown. For a more traditional

6] Clamp the fascia to the clear/
support rail assembly, and drll pilot

look, attach crown molding 1o a front
cleat that o hiedes the track | L_|.h'__

by Erich Lage, project designed by James
R. Downiing

Two types of specialty lighting make these light
bars possible: track lighting and rope lighting.

Track Lighting— As its name implies, track
lighting consists of a track and an assoriment of
foures that plug into it (Photo, right). We used
lighting from the Hampton Bay Dimensions line
at Home Depot. The track is avallable in different
lengths, and you can add connectors to put two
or more tracks together to cover a long run.

As far as fixtures go, you have many options.

W chose "gooseneck” lights that allowed us 10
bend them away from the wall and then back
toward it to highlight artwork.

Rope Lighting—This LE.D. rope lighting is also
from Hampton Bay. The lights are available in varying
lengths and connect together at the ends (Phato,
right). The ropes fit in a self-adhesive track
that's sold alongside the ights.

Connectors on the rope hghts let
youi phug in additiona kghts to
crieate a mope up to 250 f2¢t long



A filthy car, a stained driveway, a faded deck, peeling paint, clogged gutters—
what do these homeowner headaches have in common? None of them stand a
chance against...

‘High-Pressure H,0




£ [ The proper application of
water, pressure, and detergent
is key to pressure-washing
success. |

t's remarkable how many home-maintenance

challenges can be overcome with the proper

applicanon of pressure. Combine that pressure with
water, and perhaps a bie of detergent, and even the wors
jobs=—rcleaning a seained driveway, reviving a faded deck,
stripping old paint, and cleaning the gutters—become
almost recreational.

That certainly explains the recent popularity of
consumer-sized pressurc washers that de just that: combine
warer and devergent at pressures up vo 100 tmes greater
than a garden hose can deliver.

Pressure Principle —When shopping for a pressure
washer, there are a few important factors to consider,

The first is pressure, expressed in pounds per square inch
or PSl. More than anything else, this number indicates a

pressure washer’s ability (o remove stubborn scains from a
surface. More PSI means more smin-removing power.

Volume Conitrol— But pressure isn't the only important
gauge. There's also the matter of water volume to consider
This & measured in gallons per minute or GPM. More GPM
mcans you can clean larger surfaces more quickly,

Versatility — Of course, lets not forgee that it’s the
proper apphicaton of water, pressure, and detergent that's
key to pressure-washing success. To achieve this, you'll
need to match a particular cleaning job to the best spray
pattern to accomplish it. Fortunately, there is no shortage
of wands, nozzles, and attachments to maximize the
performance of any pressure washer and even give it
capabilities it wouldn't otherwise have.

Ower the next few pages, we'll help you sort chrough all of
those factors, beginning with a comparson of the two types
of pressure washers: electric and gas-powered Then we'll
show you how to harness all that power with the best nozzles
and accessories for your pressurc-wishing work. Finally, we'll
tell vou about a few accessones that no homeowners will

P Do o Do B il

want o be without once they've added a pressure washer 1o
their collection of outdoor power equipment.
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Forep Cor vy o Brogns m b

PLUG & SPRAY

When comparing pressure washers
on the measures | histed earlier (P51
and GPM), it might appear at first as
though electric-powered models are
at a decided disadvantage to their gas-
powered cousing. And for the most
demanding jobs, thats rae. After all,
even the smallest gas-powered washer
delmvers greater P51 and GPM than
the largest eleciric modcl

Howewer, an honest assessmient
of how you will most often use 2
pressure washer muay reveal that a
“plug and spray” electric model is
your perfect choice. What they lack in
pressure and valime, electric pressure
W]ﬁhl‘]"& II'IiIkI.' up tor m cost, conve-
ruence, and ease of use.

Cl:lst i E!I'L'[rll; T‘(.“".-'Er “'i-lﬁhm
can cost as little as $100, and they
rarely cost more than $300. So right
off the bat, thev'll ave you money
over gat-powered models. But the
eost of operating them over the long
run is also significantly less, The high
price of gasoline is probably evidence
enough to that point, but don't forget
that an electric model won't require
ail, spark plogs, alr Blters, or fuel
stabilizer—all regular maintenance
items for gas-powered models

Convenience — Electric power
washers also excel on thit score. After

.il.u. “'h.'il..i CASMT :h.lll L'lll'llllft'hrlg f]'lr.'
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garden hose, plugging the washer into
an outet, and fipping the swinch?
Cereainly not checking and filling
fuel and oil, E]Ea‘lnu'll.: o t|.‘|‘l].||'|l1g
the air filter, priming the fuel pumgp,
and then choking and pull-sartng
the cold engine on a go-powered
pressure washer

Ease of Use—Once running, it
may seem that operaung an electric-
or gas-powered washer 15 ementially
the same— just point and shoot. But
what about those times when you
will use the washer intermittently,
such as when washing your car or
boat? Typically, you'd rinse the car,
spray on the soap or pre-soak, and
then sorub 3 section by hand, rimnde,
and repeat. And for on/off opera-
vors like this, elecoric models have a
decided advantage

That's because gas-powered models
are meant to be running only when
you are actually spraving to avoid
hl.l.l'.t!]l]_l.: I.I]_"l CXCLSS I'I-I'I:"Sﬁ.l'l = S | ti'll‘.'
whaler pumgp b {%) rl"l;l'.' ITIEELNS Hlillttl"g
off the engine and then restarting it

gach time you need w hand wash, or
even just tike a break

Electric washers cycle on and
off automancally, so if you're not
spraying, they're not runmng. There's
no danger that they wall run too long
without a pressure release and damage
the pump,

Finally, electric motars are quieter
than gas engines. And becouse they
only run intermittently, you aren't
subjected to annoying and even
harmful sound levels throughout the
entire project.




g Ourwes o B § e

£ £ How you plan to use a pressure
washer will decide whether a
“plug-and-play” electric model or a
gas model is the best choice. ¥ 7

When Electric Works— For
most préssire washer jobs, affordable
electric-powered models will fill che
need nicely. They provide enough PS5l
and GPM for washing a car, boat, or
camper, kt:tu‘k:l:g the gullk off the
barbecue grill, and even blowing the
crud off a lawnmower. And vou can
set them up and get to work quickly
without any maintenance or startng
hassles. Best of all, while they are
powerful, they dont generate the kind
of pressure that can damage surfaces.

When It Won't—Admurredly,
there are jobs that demand more pres-
sure and volume than elecoric models
provide. Examiples include cleaning,

a badly swaned driveway, reviralizing
a wood fence or deck, or stripping
old pamt from uding. For jobs like
these. when you're trying to remove
something that doean’t wane to be
removed, and when you have a lot of
area to cover, a gas-powered pressure
washer 18 what vou need.

THE POWER OF PETROL
Hopefully 1 haven't scared you
completely away from a gas-powered
washer. Because there are cerminly
times, as | just pointed out, thar

the power and volume of thess big
machines is precisely what you need.

However, one misconception
that I want to clear up right away
is that more power 15 always a good
thing. Think back o the car washing
wenario | mlked shout earfier—rime,
soap, hand wash, rinse, repeat. You
might be thinking, why not just crank
up the pressure and skip the hand
washing step? Well, you could. But the
pressure that some of these gas vnits
can achieve is high enough to remove
wax, and even paint. Better to spend
a lirtle nme with a sponge chan risk
damaging an expensive paint job

Where these hugh-pressure,
high-volume washers really shine,
though, 15 on the wugh jobs. For
example, removing oil from a
concrete driveway or rerurning
the natural color to a faded
fence or deck are perfect tasks
for gas-powered models. And
it at eumes like these when the
complexines of maintaining and
aperating one of these uniss 1
worth the effore

A lot of that has to do with
the fact that chese are big jobs,
a4 in they cover a big area. And
being able to pump out as much
as 2% GPM means you can
move quickly o cover the space.
Additionally, a concrete surface,

or even a wood surfhce that’s slated
for refinishing or painting anyway,
is0t a8 susceptible to damage from
pressures as high as 3,000 PSL

Soap's On=—0Une more advan-
rage that ga-powered umns have in
tackling these tough jobs is detergent
capacity. Let’s face it, there are some
blemishes that no amount of water or
pressure can reniove, which is why a
wide selection of specialty derergents
are available, from car-wash soap to
degreasers and paint-prep deterpents.
Typically. gas-powered units can
hold a lot more detergent than their
electric counterparts. Some models
even draw the detergent directly from




the container. That means you don't
have to Stop o refil] the SLip -.u].\l'llv_.'
nearly as often

Have Gas, Will Travel—Another
serength of gas-powercd modek i
portability, though not i terms of
being able to carry them more casily.
In fact, they weigh gquite a bit more,
But a8 long as you have a gas can, you
can take these pressure washers to
remote areas ufynur property where
extension conds just won't reach

At What Cost?—That brings us to
the cost of owning and operanng a gas-
powered washer. That goes well beyond
the uitial purchase price, which at
$250) to $600) is a sizable mvestment just
to get started. From there you'll have
o add gas. And while ic's difficulr to
express the fuel consunmption of these
pressure washers in easily understood
terms (they don't have an estmated
MPG), | can rell you thar washing one
average-sized deck (12-5 x 12-f.)

burned through about one gallon of gas.

Ol alchough not as large an expense 15
gas, 15 another ongoing cost.

Pick a Power— Perhaps you've
already decided which class of presure
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washer best suits your purposes. If not,
take stock of how you'll e the waol. If
your projects include large surfaces that
gct heavily soiled and require at Jeast
annual cleaning, then a gas-powered
washer is an casy choice

If you're more mterested in shining
up the family car a couple of tmes
each month or sprucing up the siding
once a year, then save a few bucks
and go electric. You can always rent
a bigger pressure washer for the
eccasional rough cleaming jobs

HARNESS THE
POWER
Having decided on the
best pressure washer for
YOur purposcs, Your next
step will be to team it
with the right wands,
nozzles, and accesories
to accomplish your
cleaning challenges

At the very least, your
pressure washer will
come with a standard
wand that allows you to
adjust the shape of the

spray from a wide, rc|.ll'.h't.'l':. gu:!ltlu:
pattern o a focused, intense stream
(Top Photos, page 65), A wand like this
Irrlwic.{l:f. adeqll:l[u L'|L'.1I|I|ig prressure
for a wide variery of jobs

Many pressare washers also include
some version of 2 “turbo™ wand. These
create 3 high-presure, narmow stream
of water that rotates to artack stains
and crud from several directions. A
nozzle like this makes quick work of
cleaning up the lawnmower ar wheel-
burrow (Photo, betiem right page 63)

Another way to adjust the pattern
of the stream » with interchangeable
nozzles. Both Craftsman and Brigs &
Stratton offer presure-wather models
that include three cleaning nozzles
for delicate, general, and maximum
sereams, and one low-pressure nozzle
tor applying detergent {(Phor, beldou).
There are also aftermarket versions
that include as many as four different
stream intensitnes plus a soap nozzle
{Photo, abovr), Most of these nozzles
require a wand with a quick-couple
connéctor, which is also available as
an afterimarket accessory




Ome particularly useful variacon
on this theme is Briggs & Stratton’s
Precision Spray Selector wand. This
hias all the same spray patterns as their
interchangeable nozzle system, bue
they're all buile into the wand, so you
simply dial the setting you need and
keep cleaning,

For especially grimy surfaces,
where letting the detergent soak
in awhile is in order, 2 HydroFoam

Launcher, abo from Briges & Stramon,

provides an extra-thick stream of

PRESSURE WASHER BUYER'S GUIDE

detergent that clings 1o veracal
surfaces while it breaks up the smin.

SPECIAL ACCESSORIES
While a good assortment of nozzles
will certainly extend the usefulness
of any pressure washer, specialized
accessories can take your washer to
new highs. And new lows,

First of all, can you imagine an
easier way to clean gutters than
with the outfit shown on page 647
This is actually the combination of a
telescoping wand, a gutter cleaning
attachment, a low-pressure (soap)
nozzle, and a back belt to help you
support the entire appararus. It sure
beas climbing a ladder. And the
wand, minus the gutter attachment, is
also perfect for cleaning windows and
siding on the second or third story of
your home,

For working closer to
the ground, a water broom
it a great accessary (Photo,
right). This quick-connect
accessory divides the water

Ps| 1,300- 1,500- 1,700- 1,B00- £.300- 2.600-
1,400 1,600 2,000 2,200 2,500 3,000

GPM 1% 1" 1% i 22V 2V
Cast S100- | 5125- 5200- 5250- 5350 5450
5150 5200 5275 400 5500 S600

Standard Turbo

through four nozzles, each of which
aums a fan pattern of water directly

at the driveway or sidewalk. This
allows you to cover a big area quickly
withouot having to bend over to direct
the spray at the surface,

CONCLUSION

Clearly, any pressure washer will put
you miles ahead of an ordinary garden
hase for most cleanup jobs around
the home. And fortunately, you don't
have to buy the most powerful washer
available to get that increased cleaning
power. Just choose a model that fits
your needs, and then outfic it with a
few accessories to make the most of
its cleaming muscle,

~—Written by Bill Link
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sl . Fortunate ﬂm&hmm:ﬁ plug-and-play” garage storage

¥ mﬂﬂmﬂlmﬁaﬁmwﬁmmk “garage gone wild," we used

Gladiator's Ready-to-Assemble cabinets, along with GearTrack, GearPanel, and an :
assortment of hooks, hangers, baskets, shelves. \
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”h.' secTet o an onsared] s & o divide I:I'l.. space

N _r;1.'|_'-“ |' ] § (] |!."!-. . thits s Wy B dnvaded mito a
|‘:-|_;|_'.' Zone, 3 Lawn & Csanden Zone, and 2 Spors K
Zone. And of you dunk about it for 2 moment, vou'll
see how the stens i your garage con be grouped i
Just a fow o, th wizh they nun ELAN different names
Thesn, onee vou e adentibied yoor sones, vou can 1851
aspace m the gacee toeach one agd choose the lest
products to ofganiae those zones, We'll mlk mone about
how we ssstgmed our g space m the following pages
But fire, [ want to Buniliarize vou with the products wa

-.|_|,|, (T | O ERCREI A ERlAT AL,

Gladiarors Ready-to-Assemble line made perfect

serme for us becane the collection s so extensive

It seems for every storaze problem we had, Glads

st had a soluion |r'~ |.:L.'1 1-._'_|...l|:-1_. 1% 1'..||1|| I]|.u1|1|'|'|
several home improvement retailers and specialty
sores, 50 much of what we needed, we purchased
locally. Everyrhing else we ondered through the
welwiie, l.'__:_E__l_;EI.LIH!I"; 1 W o M1, anad Tad dielivered, ."|I'||'|
fgguring out whar we needed was simple using the
Project Blueprine Estimator thot's also on the Gladi

itor website, For a camplete st of th CEMTpRIETIL

wee nsed, visit WorkbenchMagazine. com
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Zone one: projects

The first project for
Our ?rl.'&_:'l.._"{'[ TONE WIS [D
.'l‘\.\ﬂ.‘]l‘l.h‘lf IL. E\-'L'l.:n'til]l |!.'I (1]
this zone, from the wall
cabiners, o the workbench,
right down to the tile
floor, arrived m boxes of
various shapes and sizes, It
scemed a bat overwhelming
at firse, but it all turned
out to be exsy o asemble,
and it took two of us just
a few hours to assemble
the cabincts and hang the
GearTrack (see Component
Support sidebar, page 71)
MNext came the snap
t;1§:~r}1n'r FI].l‘itlL' tle floor,
The benefits of a Hoor like
this are many. First of all, it’s
much more comifortable to
stand on than hard concrete
Secondly, it protects the

ganige floor from paints,
solvents, and other chenn
cals that you use in your
projects. Finally, if a tool or
project prece should fall off
the bench, the chances of
survival are much higher if
it lands on a plasnc tle than
if 1t hits the concrete

Then we moved the
B-ft. modular workbench
into place. With over 16
square feet of sobd maple
worksurface and mbular
steel legs, this bench has
the space and the backbone
to support just about dany
praject we p!.ln o work orn.

Tucked underneath the
workbench 5 yet another
worksurface. This one 1s
comprised of two modular

CrearBomes ¢ I1I1_'|1II:IL'I.1 hg.' an

ENCH OCTOBER 2007




MDFVersaTop. And since
the GearBoxes are mounted
on casters, this worksurface
has the added benefit of
being mabile. This makes
it ideal for rolling into the
center of the garage ot
even into the driveway for
automotive maintenance,
bicycle care, or any project
that doesn'’t require a
full-fledged workbench
And the doorn and drawers
of the GearBoxes enclose
:I.I'I'Il_'l]{‘ kl:nl’.ll,':r.' S0 YOu can
easily stock them with the
tools and supplies you need
to avoid running back and
forth o the project zone.
MNote that there is space
under the workbench for a
third GearBox, But knowing
that some projects are sit-
down jobs, we opted to lene
the space open and tuck a
shop stool under there
Flanking the workbench
are two Large GearBoxes.
These 6-ft. tall lockers
have two adjustable shelves
and one fixed shelf, along
with a strip of pegboard
on the inside of each door.
We _|l'|.|.:l ated one | Arge

GearBox to portable power

tools and the other to
::'_-'I;ﬂ:. sam, ""ll. intirece,
and other chemicals. Both
remain locked when not in
use as a safety measure,

Above the workbench,
wie installed twa Wall
GearBoxes, These mount
directly to two of the
GearTrack channels we
installed earlier

These GearBoxes,
include an adjustable shelf
and, like all Gladiator
cabanets can be locked o
keep the contents or the
curious safe. Theres also
an open bottom shelf on
these cabinets which has a
large power cord grommet,
s0 this space is ideal for
battery chargers or a radio.

As for the GearTrack
between and below the
Wall GearBoxes, we used
his space to add a shelf,
along with a variety of
hooks, hangers and tools
holders. And because all of
these COmponents snap in
and out out of GearTrack
{and Gear'Wall) channel
quickly and easily, we can
rearrange this space as often

as we need o

zone two: lawn/garden

We used GearTrack as the foundation to organize our

lawn and garden implements. We reasoned that the design

of the shovel, rake, and wheelbarrow have scarcely changed

in the past several hundred years, so it isn't likely that we

will have to rearrange this wall once we make a home

for each lawn and garden tool, so there would've been no

advantage to using GearWall for thas space
Mote also that we located this zone on the wall with the
service door, This way we can take took from garage o yand

and back agam without having to open and close the overhead

door repeatedly, or have it standing open whale we work

We used several general-purpose hooks and hangers o

outfit this area, along with one specialized wheelbarrow

hanger to open up some floor space

// COMPONENT SUPPORT //
GEARTRACK & GEARWALL

ChaAnne

slerms el

color-matchi
GearTrack (F
F |:hfl 5 a 6BT-1all

channel that «

Bexiow i 1':'
panels that n
1all and 96

LI 16 1 TANC)

wting the lawn

GearTrack




All work and no play makes

the garage a dull bay. So
Oour IL"I'.HI\.' PO L EROTL
had o include a sports &
recreation zane, We located
this zone on the wall
immediately adyacent to the
house so we could quickly
gear 1|;~" an our Wiy out
the door, and then “gear
down  on the way back in
And with growing kids
and changing seasons, we
knew we'd have to make
use of ever ¥ square inc h of
storage ipace o orgamee

the hikes, ball, bats, tents

8 ="=‘|l-u-n|_.\,"_ i

tonnis rackets, and every

thing eke that goes along

with an active lifestyle
We zlo wanred the
fexabihey thae Gear'Wall Of course, covering the
offers to rearninge things o entire wall means working
we transidoned from polf oo

skiing, or when the kids hang

around light switches,

elecmcal outle

up their seares for their cean

DU Case, 3 Water spigot

// FLOOR COVERINGS //
SOLIDS, GRATES, OR ROLLS

Chose - ler for the small
Hloarspace we
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Fortunately, Gear'Wall
casy to cut with any hand
or power @aw, and then vou
Can ;\: e Gear'Wall Trim
around the opening for a
more finished look (Pholo,
beforir). The trim can also be
msed to cover the exposed
panel edges of you don't
butt the panels 1to an
sdjoining wall

Another great acoessory
that we wsed

i the Vertcal Bike Hook

in this 2one

Ihis hook vuses 2 bake's own
weight to hold it verbcally
on the wall (Maets, belowr
nght). And because the ke
only connected at one [rOITIL,
it easy o lift on and off,

Oieherwise, arranging
DL SPOrting gear was a
simple marter of matching
the best hooks, hangers,

and baskets to each piece of

equIpment -

— Wiitten by Bill Link







21st Century NAILS

Arvvone born prior to 19960 chould

be able 1o recall at least one instance

of thew futher or grandiather solving

1 garage storage problem by driving

a nail into an exposed wall stud. The
offending mem was hung, however
precariously, from the nal and then
surveyed for the Kkelthood thae it
would bend the nail and crash to the
Aoor. If there was a better than 50-50
chance of that, a second nail was called
for. My own father seemed to favor
frighrenmgly long. pre-rusted nails

for thes work. The result was 3 garage
that looked something like an inverted
porcupine that had swallowed a
rummage sale.

Today'’s garage demands 3 more
elegant solution. And few salishions are
a5 elegant as the Wacor InterChange
for item-by-item storage,

hiany of Racor's best solutians are designed 1o oplimize verical space, ftam

stacking bicycles on a sell-standing rack to lifting totes to the wiling

The core of the InterChange system
is 2 Wall Dack Mounting Bracket (fuset
Phot, befow). This attaches o a wall
stud with o conple of serews that get
hidden when the umit i ssembled.
Then you can connect generl-purpose
or specialized hangers to the Wall Dock.
The hungees chp on and off the dock
emtly, so you can move or change them

\, amyume Each InterChange hanger

comes with a Wall Dock, or you can
bary Wall Diocks in packs of three,
Cycle Storage=— You can
also count on Racor to solve
vour bike storage problens.
The company offers nine
different ways to store
bikes in groups {(Pho,
aboie fefl) or individually,
Ohe of those angle-bike
solutions » a hoist that lifts

the bike up to the ceiling,

Storage is Looking Up—
Speaking of hobsts, Racor also makes

~

2 4~ x 4-fr. platform, called the
HeawyLift, thar allows you 1o lift up m
250 pounds of gear up and out of the
way (Phato, above right),

Pegboard PIZZAZZ
Gone are the dark days of plain-
brown peghoard. Now your tools can
bask in the plow of diamonds when
you hang them from Diamond Life’s
Pegboard X2 pancls or strips (Plioa,
belows left). This pegboard requires no
addicomal framing (it has cearance for
hooks built into i) and s made from
durable metal, A single B-ft. strip can
hold up to a half-ton of gear,

The only downside to this
stufff s thar its really hard o dew
ool sithouettes over all those listle
diamonds. But perhaps being able
o deck out your entire garage with
matching base, crown molding, corner
bead, and switch plates (Photos, below)
will ease the disappolntment.

neilide didgmond-niate shelves, Hooong,

e ol Dramond Lite Gear Slorage and trem ACCESS0res &r¢ durable and eany

o slatl wall
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RIDE THE FREEDOMRAIL

If the FreedomRail Garage system
from Schulte Storage looks familiar,
it because you might have seen
something very similar to it in your
closer, Scholte has a long history of
organizing closets, pantries, and home
offices, so it only made sense ro start
with the same standards and shelves as
the foundation for a gamage system.

Bur don't think for a minute that
this is just a closet organizer inscalled
in the garage. Schulte added several
components o the system that are
specifically designed for use in this
demanding space,

GO-Boxes— For example,
FreedomRail Garage includes four
cabinets built spectfically to withstand
the rigors of garage organization. The
cabinets, called GO-Bones, are made
of durable melamine and finished
in granite gray, They're also highly
versatile because you can choose just
open cabinets or you can outfit them
with doors, drawers, adnstable shelves,
or “cubbies™

The largest GO-Box 15 a locker
that's large enough to hold two sets of
golf clubs (Phote, belew rght), Or thas
cabinet can serve as a place to store
winter coats and other seasonal irems.

All of the GO-Boxes are intended
to be mounted on the FreedomBRail
standards to keep the garage floor
completely clear.

Get on the Grid—Another
excellent component of this garage
system is the " Grid" (Photo, right). As

PRODUCT GUIDE:
Racor

800.783.7725

Racoring com
mw"—"“*

anondfe

mmm
800669.3225

SchilleStorage.com
Rack

GorillaRace com

Stide- Lok

BEE 835 1759

Shide-iok com
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Based an the ssme infrastructure of
standards, adjustable brackets, and
shehves that Schulte employs in closets,
pantries, and offices, FreodomRal Garage
% @ complete system of multipurpose and
item-speafic organizers

the name implies, this is 8 2-ft. x 4-f.
steel grid that can be mounted vers-
cally or horizontally, Once the Grid
is mounted, any of Schulics dozens
of hooks and hangers can be locked
in place without addinional hardware,
It's a laghly versanle, fully adjustable
way to store tools, lawn and garden
equipment, and sporting goods. And
it’s perfect for odd spaces (such as
between two windows) where other
racks or shelves won't fit.

Omnline Design—Schulte even
muakes it easy w fAgure out how
to organize your space with their
products by providing a design tool on
their website. You simply plug in the
dimensions and layout of your garage,
and the tool returns several possible
configurations (34 options in my case).

When you find the design that
best sauits your needs, you can print
out a schematc of the configuration,
along with a complete companents list,
including part numbers and prices. Then
use the Dealer Locator feature to find
the nearest supplier wo fill your order

g Lipen o WS g
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Gorilla Rack calls on their experence 0 indusirial
[AS L |._|'_llr||T_| PO Cles il COMSurmdy pFal & Slor HEE I
Compléte packaqes ar indivdual cor T

GARAGE GORILLA

In the category of nearly indestruc-
tible storage, Gorilla Rack can thump
its chest as the alpha preimate. Thar’s
not surpriang when vou consider
that this line evolved from parent
company Rapid Rack’s collecuon of
mdustrial warehouse r:r";mg.

But the system isn't completely
withoue frills. Along with the pallec-
rack style shelves, a locking storage
cabinet, and rwo big storage drawers
{Phoia, above left), the Gorilla Garage
System also includes an integrated
workbench with a butcher block
top, metal pegboard backdrop, and a
shallow storage drawer underneath.

On a smaller scale, Gorilla Rack also
offers a worktable [Phofe, aboee mpiit),
The K-shaped legs of thie table provide
plenty of suppart while opening up
the space undemeath it just a bit. The
worktable 15 available with either a solid
alder or galvanized steel top,

GARAGE GRANDEUR

It yvou've embraced the idea that a
garage i just another really big room
in your house, without the hassle of
wall-to-wall carpet, then Slide-Lok
has a garage storage system for you, In
fact, the t.'l:rrl:p:tn}": literture presents
their modular system of cabinets,
worksurfaces, slat wall, and color-
coordinated floor coverings 3 " gparpe
interiors” rather than garage storage.
And that’s not just markenng
thetoric. The cabinets, in particular,
have many of the same qualices vou'd
expect in high-end kitchen models,
such as plywood rather than particle-
board corstruction, shiding doverail
assembly (thas the name Slide-Lok),

Shide-Lok combines style with storage

| g Cainels n r_:'..' Ieibs
with laminate counlenogs and
sardinatad loor coatings

European hinges, full-extension drawer
ghdes, and laminate countertops. You
can even coordinate the countertop
color with vour floor coating.

The Shde-Lok system is available in
a variety of packages or a8 indivadual
components. You can choose to mstall
them yourself or hire o certified Slide-
Lok installer in your area. "Il

~—Written by Bill Link




PRODUCT

HOMAX “DIAL-IT-IN"

Texture
Selector

Select the perfect spatts

tter pattern to

blend new te

Xture w

h old after a3

drywall patch or repair

The smallest details often
muke the bigpes difference
in a project. Wall texture is
a perfect example of thac
After completing a perfect
drywall patch job, if you
can't match the existing
eexture, the repair will stick
out like a sore thumb.

The availability of asrosol
spray textures has ar least
ehmirated the need to rent a
professional texture gun and
compressor. Unfortunately,
the orange peel or knock-
down texture that comes out

of a can is rarely a perfect
match for what’s already on
the wall, And until now, there
really wasn't much you could
do about i,

Fortunately, a new line
of adjustable-nozzle asrosal
textures from Homax les
vou fine-tunc the spray
pateern uniil it blends
perfectly with the existing
surface. Each can of texture
has an adjustable nozzle
that lets you select a heavy
or light spatter, or some-
where in between,

The spray rexture i
available in a water-based
formula for low odor
and easy clean up, and an
oil-based version for faster
drying. Both orange peel
and knockdown texures are

each 20-ounce can will
cover between 60 and 110
square feet. Expect to pay
about $10 per can.

Call B00-729-9029 or

available in =ither formula.  visit HomaxProducts com
Depending on how for additional information
heavy a coat you apply, and a store locator.
e

/ GORILLA GLUE

Goes Pale

For all its serength and qualities, one
problem with polyurethane glue is its unat-
tractive brown color, Thats generally not a
big deal for dark wood or painted projects,
but for houschold repairs, a ng brown giue
line s just plam ugly,

Formumately, Gorilla Glue 1 now svatlable in
a clear formuls thar dries white. That makes it
perfect for working with lighter woods, crafts,
and home=repair projects,

Other benefits of the new formulaton are
a faster set dme (bevween 3 and 60 minures)
and a Fase iinal mck with about 10 minutes of
thai 1 1rond An B-ounce borde of Gonlla Glue sells for
ned waterprool about $15. Vst GonllaGlue.com or call 800-
966-3548 for more information.
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PRESTO PATCH

No mixing, comes in a square bucket that fits 2

6" putty knife, has a smooth working consistency,
dries in 30 to 60 minutes, and can be sanded, filed,
drlled, nailed, and painted — Présto Patch, indeed.
it comes from DAP and you can use it to fill and
repair a muttitude of interior and exterior surfaces,
including concrete, plaster, stucco, and wood.
Check out DAPcom or call B88-327-8477 for more.
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REPAIRS ARE ON A ROLL WITH HENKEL'S

Loctite Power Grab

Small repainor installations— like
replacing a broken shower tle
or hanging 2 mailbox on the
house — can turn into big messes
when the only solution is 2 powerful
adhesive from a can or mbe.

But now, thanks to Henkel
Adhesives, you can get the same
construction-achesive strength

without messing with a caulking
gun. The answer is Henkel's new
Loctite Power Grab On a Roll. But
don't mistake this for ape. Its actu-
ally a solid smp of acrylic polymer
sdbesive—no cloth, foam, or paper,
hike conventional adhesive tapes.

The adhesive is permancnt, clear,
waterproof, and resistant to UV light.
It bonds anstantly and withstands
temperature fluctuations from -40°F
to 248%E Just a 6" strip of the adhesive
will hold up to 11 pounds,

A complete roll is 60"-long and
sells for about §7. For more infor-
mation, including a list of retailers
in your area, visit the Loctite web
site at LoctiteProducts com or call
800-321-0253.

POWER PADLOCK
Whether it's a table saw or a telew-
sion, there are times when limiting
access to an electrical device is in
everyone's best interest. A great
way 10 do that & with a simple new
device called the VioltBolt,

Just plug the ValtBolt into the
wall, and plug the tool or appliance
ino the VoltBolt receptacle. Then
simply turn the key to lock the cord
plug in and the power out

The VioltBolt sells for 525 and is
available at TheVoltBolt.com

P

justgot lletlel'!

ITEME K305
USs MSEP: a9~

REBATE DETAILS:
Rebate form can be downloaded from www kregtool Com /& Srebate
Proof Of purchase must bé dated between July 1st, 2007 and Septamber
50th, 2007 and rebate form must be received by October 15th, 2007

to qualify. Limit one rebate per customer

Product Information Number 220

www.kregtool.com | B800.447.8638




tl. TOOL

Tool Report

Multple miter saws, cord control, and a
metal-detecting stud finder.

-E_llﬂll.IHDH

Asge

MIGHTY MITER —In the February issue of Horkbendh, we honored the Evolution
Rage 744" circular saw as one of our Top 10 Innovative Products for 2007, The saw
carned the distinction for its ability to cut steel, aluminum, and wood with equal ease_It
even cut the metals with virmally no sparks, burrs, or heat,

Now Evolution has applied the same technology to a 10" sliding compound miter saw,
dubbed the Rage 111 (1), So if you've been waiting to erect that battleship in the backyard,
this might be just the tool you need.

Of course, you may want to start off with smaller stuff, just to get the fieel of it. Metal
fence posts, iron railings, steel studs, and rebar would all make good practice. And of course,
feel free to cut lumber as wide as a 2x10 without changing the blade, When you're ready
for the batteship, the Rage 11 will be, too. This one will cost you about §275.

MINI MITER — Or perhaps your mitering needs run to a shghtly smaller scale, such as Wit
trim, molding, or 2x4s. In that case, you'll want to consider the Crafisman 774" Miter FLAT Miter Saw
Saw (2). This compact powerhouse weighs in at just 16 pounds but sports a spunky
9-amp, 5,000 RPM motor driving the blade. And it’s eertainly not short on versatility.
With a 90-degree miter range (45 degrees in each direction) and dual bevel capability
{including preset stops at (), 33.9, and 45 degrees), it’s ideal for compound cuts in most
molding, as well as spindles, stair rails, and other small parts,

The combination of a D-handle, a 40-tooth, carbide-tipped blade, and a laser cutline ndicator
enhance the control, quality of cut, and accuracy of this mini-miter saw. Not bad for $90.

CORD CONTROL—It seems some tools still come with cords. And sometimes those cords
are quite long and difficult to manage, especially for storage, In those cases, Cordpro Mini (3)
is a good salution You may be familiar with the full-size Cordpro, the big, plastic donut-shaped
cord reel that’s been around for years. This & simply a more compact version that’s perfect for
corded power tools, vacuum cleaners, or even small household extension cords.

Just like its big brather, the Cordpro Mini divides the cord into two compartments. This
les you unwind only as much cord as you need, from just one end of the cord or from
both. Any extra cord remains inside the reel where you can't trip over it or wrap it around
something A three-pack of Cordpro Minis goes for about §20,

METAL SCAN—Electronic stud finders have come a long way from their early days
when they were scarcely better than mpping on the wall until the sound changed. Now
these finders do a commendable job of distinguishing an empty caviey from a solid
framing member. One place where they have continued to lag, though, is 1n scanning
through lath and plaster walls to determire smd locatons. The new MotalliScanner
midl) (4) from Zircon has eliminated that shortcoming, though, The m40 is a metal-
detecting scanmer that locates the nails that connect lath o the framing, It can locate
ferrous metals (magnetic) up to 4" below the wall surface and non-ferrous metals (non-
magnetic) up to 2" below the surface.
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Addinonally, the m40 has both wide-field and pinpoint scanmng capabilities. For wide-
field scanning. hold the blue coil in full contact with the surface. For pinpeint scanning,
simply point the ap of the coil at the surface. LED lights will alert you as you approach
and ultimately locate the nail.
Besides locating nails, the m40 is also great for determining the location of ductwork,
conduit, or metal plumbing inside your walls, Expect to pay about $40 for this model. 5 | ProTool Manutacturing

RATCHETING HEX WRENCH — Ratchenng

- tools may be the greatest innovation of our tme, Never
FOR MORE INFO: mind cell phones, lser surgery, or the Clapper — the

S I P o abilicy to reposition a lever without disengaging the

] w
BbE- 385 8555 fulerum is truly life-changing. In other words, if you '
Craftsman don't have 1o ke the socket off the nut every time you
m need to move the handle, that'’s pretiy cool
CordPro And now the hex wrench has joined sockets, bax-end
CordMo com wrenches, and screwdrers in bencfiong from ratchetng
:.-:ﬂﬂ technology with the new Ratcheting Hex Key Wiench
Zeon.com (5} from Professional Tool Manufacturing. The wrench comes
B00-245-9265 in metric and SAE versions, and both include nine key sizes.
W The mechet i built mto the adjustable handle o allow for
BO0-597-6170 qquick, ey operation even in confined spaces. Look for the

Ratcheting Hex Key Wrench to sell for about $17. "IN

Veritas® Small Router Plane

Thes srmall router plane i invaduable for amy task requiring small recesses, grooves or dadoes.
The sole completely encircles the biade in the closed-thvoal position for maximurm workglece
registration, even when approaching from the side or working the edge. This also alows
it o beidge recessas, providing great stabiity, even on narmow stock. Can be used for
standard ciosed-throat use, or outhoard, where the culting edge of the blade exdends
beyond the body, for true bullnose work. Pressure from @ wave washer steadies the

'-:-.II,'._R:‘. - =1 Biads

L iy

clamping knob behind the blade aliows visihility and chip clearance. Accurately machined,
ductie cast iron body with 2 lapped sole. 314" wide, 24" deep. Weighs 7 az. Made in
Canada Small Router Plane 05P38.50 S45.00 Shioping and MY stles b watra.

For more details on this small router plane, or to request our
free 300-page woodworking tools catalog, call or visit us online.

\
1-800-683-8170 www.leevalley.com :

i LeeValley& veritas:

Product information Mumber 183




DITRA—A BETTER WAY TO LAY

Tile Floors

Ceramic, stone, and porcelain tile are
attractive and easy to install. But they can
also be fragile. This solution “"uncouples”
tile from the underlying problem.

For all the qualites of 2 dle
floor — eate of installation,
beauty. simple maintenance
— there s one fundamental
flaw: It’s anly as durable as
what lies beneath.

For example, if the
wood subfoor underneath
a tile Aoor Hexes, the tile
can separate or “delami-
nate” from the morar. Or if
the concrete floor beneath
the tile cracks, the nle will
crack along the sune hne.

Since building an
mndestructible substrate nt
realisnc, the only solution s
o “uncouple,” or Blolate, the
tibe from whats underneath
it This was a standard prac-
tice years ago when masons
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installed tile over a dun

bed of sand. The snd acoed
a0 a barmer that absorbed
cracking and flexing without
affecting the ale. Unfortu-
nately, the complexity of this
techmigque cased it o go by
the wayside,

[N ow, howewer, there i5a
much simpler solution from
Schhuter Systerm called Dima
(Phoa, lefi), It's a polyethe-
lene mat that geos installed
berween the subfloor and the
tile. This creates an “uncou—
pling”™ layer to isolate the tle
from movement or cracking
i the substrate (Mhasimtions,
befini). Bue Dieea s better
than sand because it alko
provides a moksture barrier
and momeases 4 dle Aoors
durshilicy under heavy loads.

Uncoupling—Acconding
o Schiuter, Dhtra protects
dle “by newtraliamg the
differennal movement streses
between the substrare and
the rile"—which s a fancy
wary of saying thar even i the
substrate moves, the tle won't
That's because the “open-rib
structure” of the Dira absors
the movement withoue
mansferring it 1o the ole.

Vapor Barrier—One
other important role of
Ditra is to stop the move-
ment of mowsture through
the ule floor structure,
whether char moisture
comes from above or below,



1] Apply a bed of latex-modified thinsst
martar directly to the substrate using a
Ve x W notched trowel,

In the case of excen

channels in the mat provide
2 moute for the mobsmure o
escape before it can damage
the mortar directly beneath
the tile. When water comes
from above, whether from
spilling er mopping, Ditra
stops the mosture before it
can penetrane the sulstrate,
This is especially valuable
with wood subfoors, which
can warp if they get wet.
Load Bearing—itrs
may not ook all thar wough,
but don't be fooled All those

dovetail-shaped cavities that

90

4] Use the flat edge of your notched
trowel to apply a "scratch” coat of un-
madified mortar to fill the cavities,

give the mat its waffie-like
appéarance also make ths
stuff incredibly strong. Each
cavity gets filled with miortas,
which creares hundreds of
tiny pillars. And the shape of
the cavities locks the thinser
bed into the mat, so the dle
won't Lift off the mat.

The end result is char
Ditra and the ule become a
virtually incompressible and
inseparable assembly. That
migans heavy appliances,
furnitire, or extreme rraffic
won't cause the tile to Aex
and break.

Installation— Installing
Dntra is quite simple, a3 you
can see in the Pholes above.
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2] Roll Ditra onto the mortar with the
fleece side down, Simply butt pieces of
Ditra together 1o cover the entire floor,

5] Mow use 8 4" ¥ 4" notched trowel to 6] Install the floor tile as usual, using
apply the “bonding” layer of unmodified
mortar directly over the scratch coat,

Omne interesting point is
that it requires two different
types of mortar: unmodified
(o latex) between the Ditra
and the tle, and modificd
(latex added) between the
substrate and the Ditra. The
reason for this has w do
with the way these different
MOTEars cure,

Unmodified morear
FEQUIres Molsture to cure.
So when sndwiched
between the impervious
Dntra and the neary
impervious tile, the mortar
retars enough hydrnton o
cure to its full strength.

By contrast, latex-modi-
fied morar relies on air for

3] Press the Ditra using 2 sponge float
to solidly embed the fleece layer into

the thinset mortar.

yy
xﬁ

T

spacers to ensure uniform alignment. Be
sure to set the tiles firmly in the mortar,

its curing process, Being sand-
wiched between Dima and
ale would sarve the morar
of air and cavne ot o be weak.
But when placed directly on
concrete of wood, enough air
s allowed in and around the
maortar o ensare that mortar
cures to full swength,
For a more detailed
explanation of how Ditra
works, along with installadon
instructions and a dealer
locator, visit the company’s
webate, Schiuter.com. Or
request hiterature by calling
800-472-4588. "IN

— Written by Bill Link,
illustrated by Erich Lage



1 _INSTANT MAKEOVERS

take a seat...
a reinvent
O 117

Recycling certainly helps

save the environment, We all
know that. But recycling can
save your decorating budget
too. Take these chairs for
example, After purchasing
them from thrift stores fora
grand total of 534, we used
paint, stain, and fabric to
breathe new life into them
The result? Stylish accent
chairs —and a deed well

done for the planet|



crarice, an

Fisr the f B CerTers
dab on t Bamt with

s round cralt spongs

flower power
m Park up an outdated plastic chair with 2 mod floral

i sing pain dpecialty made for plast)

m B hours

m Start by cleaning tha chair, anel than prime it with

A spray=on primer for plasti

Lising & brush-on paint for plastic, apply a
base ro3t of light vory. Onde it's dry, you can add
the fioreser-and-leal designs using the patterm
available 31 WodkbenchMagasine com. Alter
transfErirg e patterns. o the char, follow the
steps shown at left o pant the desgns.

When the pant & dry, brush on 8 coat of seaier
far plaste, and et it dry.

Chair: Purchased locally;, Pimer: Rust-0leum
Prirpisr For Plastic, RustOleum com: Paink:
Pland Pam Tor Plastic and Sealer for Piastic,
FlaidOnfine com

www. WorkbenchMagazine. com 95




_INSTANT MAKEOVERS

stunning stripes
m Refroah a classic wood dining chair wit

a roal cf spTAY I and a coordinating

striped “ghn

i has - buld-up of paint, you'll
] | triga 18 Tirst. Altes stnpping, Sand
theenughly, apply & coal of Spray primet
and let it dry. Now apply a touple Coa1

spray paint in the desired

SUPPLIES ircharsed ally; Paint Stripper

HomeDepot.com Paint: Rust-Cleum
Painter's Touch (Creganol, RustOleum.com

Fabricc Waverly ¥669B61, JoAnn.com

wcally Stalr: M |
1. Fahric

2 7-6R1 Bananiafil




A POCKETFUL OF FASTENING POWER
To ettach the rear gart of the cabinet top, and 10 assembee
thi Trat. We felied on pockei-hode foinery The roasons ang
simpie; pochet-holg jolnery s fagt, easy, snd sturdy

If you're not familiar with podeet-hele joingry, you'll want
1o ba. It's 8 versatie meshod that can be used in everything
from: cabinetmaking to deck building Phatos, abovel,

The poceed [t |5 sty W0 UnderTiEnd. Than's an angles e
fiive pocket) in ane workpars that has @ smaler screw shank
nole at the boftom. By detving a screw infn tha hale, it pierces
the mafing workpieoe and deses the two fighily together

Pockei-hoke joinery has been sound for many years, but cne
omgany, Kreg Took, has mada it easy with their wel|-designed
pocket-hols igs. The compamy's istest model, the R3 Phato,
auowe, 15 alimed ot do-li-pounselfers and 5 eeailahie af Linve s,

Tio s the fig, first odjuss i bags to mobch B §hicenes of
material you're iking. Then set a sop cofdar on the stepped deill

Stop Collar
enntrols drilfing degth

Bt That =nsures that the bt wal bore the oormect depth pocket,
ind It lockies the screw hole centered an By stock thickess

To L the R, damp the jig to one of tha worspeeces o be
joined, slip the dil b into the sleeve, end then difl untd the
stop colar bottoms out (ustrofion, befow kit You don't kave
io drill imix the mating workpiece.

After diiling the pockets, align the byo mating pieces, and
then drmve i e Serews. The sores Bhank € smadesr than B ol
It s bt g0 The sonsd won | grab the workgeecs That has the
pocket. The thraids bite into the mating pecs ond The “washer-
siyle™ zrew head teafi nto the bottom of the podaet snd pulls
the o pleces topather (Wastration, beiow Agh

LnoeE e SCTews ane nghL ﬂ'léll':-ll'lr. iz wary unliealy 0 come
BpErt, even withaut ghe (Shough glie can be used), The podosts
can usuitly be hidoon, of ey can be {Fled WAt 3 spods pug

Far more Information an tha A3, i well as olher pockel-
hole [lgs made by Kreg Tools w8 KregTonk com

Dirbver B

lﬂimui"

peowide cassanca Smooth Shatlk o e
dill when drveg soew 2hows nting pleces mﬂ’

o ulicle teapether g

Serpw Higsd
bartoms ol in pocdeet

1] Afier pasitioning the pockst-hole jig on the workpless and
setting the siop collas on the bit, dril untl the bit botioms out.

1] To coariplets the joint, drive 2 soew into the mating wode-
piece. This drews the two pieces tightly together

s W b ARG A TN CiP &5
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MATERIALS LIST

Part Qty Size Material

BASE

A | BASE ENDS 2 3" x 19%" x 174" MDF

B | BASE DIVIDER 1 ¥" x 19" x 17Va" MDF

C | BASE BACK 1 ¥a" x 174" x 33" MDF

D | STRETCHERS 2 ¥4" x3"x 16'8" MDF
LOCKER UNIT

E | LOCKER SIDES 2 " x 11" x 42" MDF

F | LOCKER BACK 1 ¥ x 33" x 42" MDF

G | BACK OVERLAY 1 a" x 33" x 42" Beaded Ply.
H | SEAT PANEL 1 3" x 20%" x 36"* MDF

|| LOCKER TOP 1 ¥a" x 12" x 36" MDF
CUBBY UNIT

J | CUBBY ENDS 2 ¥" x 8" x 113" MDF

K | CUBBY DIVIDERS 2 Ya"x 8" x 11" MDF

L | CUBBY BACK 1 ¥s" x 8" x 33" MDF

M | CUBBY TOP 2 ¥a"x 12" x 36" MDF

*These pieces are sized to overhang locker by %" on each end. Shorten
accordingly if you will be joining multiple lockers side by side.

HARDWARE:

« (45) 1V4" Pocket Screws

« (16) 7mm x 50mm Connector Screws
- (20) 8" Wire Brads

« (4) #12 x 3" Fh Woodscrews

« (2) Coat Hooks with Screws

« (20) 8" Wire Brads

CUTTING DIAGRAM

(G) Back Overlay
(Beaded Ply)

34" x 48" x 96" MDF
Page 1 of 2

Copyright 2007, August Home Publishing Company.
All Rights Reserved.
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CUTTING DIAGRAM

(A) Base End

(H) Seat Panel (M).IF ubby
op
(A) Base End (B) Base Divider
3" x 48" x 96" MDF
(E) Locker Side
(L)
(E) Locker Side Cubby (F) Locker Back
Back
Cobl
(C) Base Back Panel :E’ndy
v
(D) Stretcher | (EL Cubby thll?by (I) Locker Top
(D) Stretcher | S:’ : dg:- End | Divider
3" x 48" x 96" MDF
Page 2 of 2

Copyright 2007, August Home Publishing Company.
All Rights Reserved.
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SIMPLE STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESS WITH

Jig Saw Cuts

For cutting versatility, you just can’t beat
2 |ig saw. Here's what you need to know

to get great results every time.

Chooss a Blade—The
bigpest reason & [ W B B
JEser is one  capshle 3 the wide variety of
of the most blades available (Phots, balna),
versatile tools For cutring wood alone,
you can e With this one  you'll End blades for
wurmple toal, you can make cut, emaoth cuts, stroght
curved and sraight cubiin cub, and dghtly curved cuti,
wood (as are called for in Plus, there aze blades foe
our “Digisl Hub" on page  cutting nstal, plastic, scrylie,
72).You can aleo cut plasdc,  ceramics, and lesther, smong
metal, and other materials,  othen, And you'll find
Learn how to use a jig genenal-purpose blades thar
saw correctly, and it aleo cut about anything—just not
rernarkably accurate and i eleanly a8 3 specialty blade

cagy to control. You jost

A jig saw easily tackes straight and curved outs, To guide a
curved cut, place one hand on the s hoising above the

When selecting a blade,

need to select the proper  you also need to make sare g and use it to pivot the sw: Push with the other hand.
blede for the mek, sex the it will deliver the qualicy of
taw to the correct cutting cut you nead That's based an
mode, and gen guide the che "tpi” rating, or teeth-per-
1w properly. inch (Mustation, right). —— RAEDHILIRA i
TPl RATING:
Atudewizon  HEmepen  TOATLE

Whatewer
cutiing task you
have, chances ane
goad that you'll find a
blzde designed to match
the material,

28

When selecting jig saw blades, pay attention to how many
teeth per inch (tpi) the blade has. A low tpi ylelds a rough
biit fast cut. A high tpi produces a smaoth, slow cut

WORKBEMCH ALGLIST 2007



Une the Correct Mods—Heow
a jig svw caia is cay to understand:
The s urves the blade mp and
down rapidly, casing the weeh o e
sheaugh che rraterial. Yo peih che jig
iz forwind 1o feeep the Blade bicing
mibn unoIt material o itwneds

Loeme fag wen also sl an ekl
custing modde fn tha: mode, which i
o uefid o caing wood o thick
pilastic, the saw ks the hisde foreard
o the upiendee (aratian, gl

Oirhisd action can be adjusmed
frm me arher in sggremive orbir,
araally with two additional sting in
between. Por G5t ouis where smooth-
Tl by EEpoTanL, ket the o o Sill
orhet. Por the emoothes o, or fog
cup fnllowrlng dpbe curves, pirs the
arhiz off. Dithererise, pou can experi-
ment with the siferme semngn.

Snme jig wea also alfr variable
speed, which may be contenlied by
a dial, or by how far you depres the
wigger. Paster speed equals more cus
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SIMPLE STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESS WITH

Jig Saw Cuts

For cutting versatility, you just can’t beat
2 |ig saw. Here's what you need to know

to get great results every time.

Chooss a Blade—The
bigpest reason & [ W B B
JEser is one  capshle 3 the wide variety of
of the most blades available (Phots, balna),
versatile tools For cutring wood alone,
you can e With this one  you'll End blades for
wurmple toal, you can make cut, emaoth cuts, stroght
curved and sraight cubiin cub, and dghtly curved cuti,
wood (as are called for in Plus, there aze blades foe
our “Digisl Hub" on page  cutting nstal, plastic, scrylie,
72).You can aleo cut plasdc,  ceramics, and lesther, smong
metal, and other materials,  othen, And you'll find
Learn how to use a jig genenal-purpose blades thar
saw correctly, and it aleo cut about anything—just not
rernarkably accurate and i eleanly a8 3 specialty blade

cagy to control. You jost

A jig saw easily tackes straight and curved outs, To guide a
curved cut, place one hand on the s hoising above the

When selecting a blade,

need to select the proper  you also need to make sare g and use it to pivot the sw: Push with the other hand.
blede for the mek, sex the it will deliver the qualicy of
taw to the correct cutting cut you nead That's based an
mode, and gen guide the che "tpi” rating, or teeth-per-
1w properly. inch (Mustation, right). —— RAEDHILIRA i
TPl RATING:
Atudewizon  HEmepen  TOATLE

Whatewer
cutiing task you
have, chances ane
goad that you'll find a
blzde designed to match
the material,

28

When selecting jig saw blades, pay attention to how many
teeth per inch (tpi) the blade has. A low tpi ylelds a rough
biit fast cut. A high tpi produces a smaoth, slow cut
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